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PREFACE. 



THOUGH introductory matter, aV thel 
first view, may appear very simple, yet 
an intelligent reader will readily admit 
the necessity of it : indeed, from its very^ 
general use in the world, we may term 
it highly essantial. To prove this figu- 
ratively, we will suppose a timid visitor 
making a Grat appearance amidst a group 
of fashionable belles and beaux, who, in 
spite of every modest external, loudly 
join in censuring ihe poor stranger, be- 
cause he or she happen lo fall under the 
unlucky predicament of being one, 
Ihat — nobody knows. An admired 
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author says : " A composition that enters 
the world, with a view of improving or 
amusing it, has a claim to our' utmost 
indulgence, even though it fail of the 
effect intended." More might be said 
on the subject ; but if we believe the^ 
asseverations of some eminent pub- 
lishers, Essay-writing, is totally out of 
fashion ; character^ or rather caricatura, 
is now the rage* For my own part, I am 
not fashionable enough to enjoy the 
eutrd part of the creation ; therefore 
shall content myself witlupxposing vice 
only.:^ — as for harmless absurdity,, it 
should ever rest in good-nature's lap. 

I doubt not but there are, among the 
number of those who may cast a glance 
on my rural building, many who prefer 
a more exalted and dignified structure r 
need such to be told, cottages were prior 
to palaces ?— that the beauty and regular- 
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s'lly of architecture were not the work 
of a day? This considered, candid cri- 
ticiam will relax a little of its severity 
in favor of a female candidate, whose 
errors, I trust, are tliose of the head, 
not the heart. Men of might I be mer- 
ciful; let not the torrent of your dis^ ' 
approbation sweep away my humble 
dwelling ; nor expose, with a too harsh 
severily, the imperfections of my fabric 
to eyes less discerning than your own. 

To my fair readers, I need say little ; 
virtue and humanity are the natural 
gi'owth of their bosoms : conscious that 
neither of these heavenlyattributes will 
receive the least check from ray Louisa, 
I doubt not their candor; and if my 
heroine merit one tear of sensibility^ 
1 shall be amply satisfied. 

It remains now only to say, that, as 
natural fiction, judiciously blended with 
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diversity, is the most agreeable charac- 
teristic of novel^writing, that rehition 
iDiist be doubly pleasing, which boasts 
of outlines founded on truth, and can 
point to living examples of suffering 
virtue, in the end meeting their due 
reward. 
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JTTAGE ON THE MOQH 



Night, aablt godil«»s, from hfr ebon thro 
In rnyltt* mRJHly, now alrelchea forlh 
Hei leaden actptce o'er a slumb'ring worlil : 
Sil«ace, hon deail '■ and darkiieu how proround I 
Nur «JB, nor lisi'ning ear, an obJEcl finds: 
CreHlion ale«[U ; — 'lit ai ihe general pnlnt 
Of lirniilnod •till, andnamre made a |iBDie — 
i ^n aivFul pause, prophetic oC her uud ! 



AT the foot of a high bill, on a large iracl Q 
bnrrcn land, known bj the name of SUmmor^ 
about seven miles from Kendal, in ibe countj a 
Westmorland, stood a Btiiall cot, wUose thuU:hej 
roof tempted not the midnight robber; nor ye| 
whose penurious aspect seemed to refusr, 
J spot, comfurt to the dislresscd Ust 
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On a fiosiy nigtil, ihe latter end of December 
(when the mllil radiance of llie moon, lo a mind 
at ease, miglil -li'ave made e?en this rough scene 
delighlful), llic inhabilanis of the collage were 
disturbed I)}! a loud knocking, which was answered 
by a. female voice, who, from a window in ihe 
upppr slorj-, demanded the reason of ihls lale 
alarm ! Accents which at once bespoke pity, and 
claimed from the humanised mind immediate suc- 
cour, reached the ear of the interi'ogotor to the 
following purport; — "Alas! if you refuse me 
entrance, here must I perish ; I have wandered 
ftmidst these wilds, till cold has almost depriyed 
me of sensation." The stranger ceased; — the 
hospitable wicket opened wide, and discovered to 
the pitying portress a female sinking with fatigue: 
the succouring arm of Mary (for so was the 
attendant of the cottage named) was immediately 
held out. — " Fear not. Madam," said she, " lean 
on me ; I will conduct you lo my mistress, who 
will gladly oBbrd every assistance in her power." 
With feeble step and slow, the benighted stranger 
reached the apartment of the mialress of this 
humble mansion, who rose to receive and wel- 
come her unespecied guest; then turning toMaryy 
orderwl her lo bring some warm wine, and mend 
the half-extinguished Rre. Mary had a heart that 

■eded no prompting to tenderness and hnmani^ ; 

IT mistress was, ihenfore. immediately obeyed. 
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^^^Ewiien llie strangpr had loien some reft-esbmcnt, 
and Wlal Kannlli diOiised itself on her hrabx, she 
relarned such ihanks as convinced Mrs. Rivers, the 
mistress of ihc collage, ibat her prepossessions in 
favor of liernew guest wcrenot ill founded. Th« 
ladies now had leisure to examine each olfa^, 
though not with the supercilious eje of envy nidi 
which the modern beile observes her competitor 
in 'dress and fashion: here every fresh glance dis- 
covered a new grace, or additional virtue; such is 
the power of sympathy on uncorruptcd minds. 
Tlie stranger found her entertainer possessed of 
Iieauty , though at the age of ihirty-sii ; nor 
waa it lessened by the plaia mourning babit site 
wore : native dignity shone conspicuous, though 
woe liad strongly marked her lovely features 
wilh his iron traits. Tlie fair wanderer, (wlio 
was named Louisa ) appeared lo Mrs. Rivera 
about seventeen ; she was tall and elegantly 
ibrined ; her complexion of ilie most Iransparpnt 
faimees; her lovely downcast hluc eyes secniid 
safeties that innocence oiid vii-tue dwelt within. 
The pale blush of hei' check was admirably 
contrasted by the veimilion of her lips, nhich 
opened on rows of pearl ; hriglit aulium locks, 
whose ringlets uecded not tiie assistance ot 
art, fell negligently on her snowy neck : in 
he was loveliness itself, without the aid 
IF ornament. 
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Forsome moments, did the hnmane Mrs. KiTcrs 
•urvey the lovely distressed in silent Borrow; 
tier surcharged heart pverilowing in pearly drops, 
to think so dclicAte a form should be exposed 
to the dangers of the night and inclemency of 
tlie season ; curiosity, though in general predo- 
minant in a female breast, was here absorbed 
by gentle pity. This tender sensation vaa 
however changed into a sudden start and look 
of horror, on perceiving several spots of blood 
on the fair stranger's liablt ; and her inquiring 
eve seemed to demand explanation of what she 
almost dreaded to bear ! — Mi's. Rivers's strong 
emotion was not unoliserred by Louisa, who, 
casting her eye downward, perceived the cause: 
" You have seen, Madam," said she, " nbat till 
this moment, was uaknonu to myself; tlunk 
not unfavorably of me, if I appear confused; it 
is not from couscious guill, but the rcoollectiou 
of dangers which I have ibis night escaped; this 
blood was shed in a moment of desperation, tp 
preserve a Tirclched giil her only possession." 
,'■ Alas !" retiimed Mrs. Rivei's, " pan any thing 

Bulborise a deed so shocking to humanity?" 

," Yes, Madam," replied Louisa, "the defence 
of inngccnce and f irtue ; but fur that wound, 
vliicb, however, I bope is sbght, 1 bad been 
(it-prived of both. If 1 have not already loo ^ 

paised on your goodness, I will lelute the 
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catiie'of'my appearing before you in this strange 
ntuatioDy and at so late an hoar." 

The innocence of Louisa's manner^ and readi- 
ness to satisfy any doubt^ pleaded strongly with. 
Mrs. Riyers, in Trhose bosom she had a powerful 
adyocate from the first moment of their meeting. 
" Not to-night/^ said that lady 5 " your exhausted 
strength and spirits require rest. If you can spare 
A litde time from happier connexions^ I shall be 
much pleased "with your company at the cottage". 
Louisa raised her eyes to heayen, deeply sighed, 
bowed her thanks, and retired Ti^ith Mary, ivho 
waited to light her to her cliambcr. 
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CHAPTER II 
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Dc, like iLt woriil, ] 



' Bwifl on bis dannj piaioa fiU 



:I restorer, balmy tlcep I 



ON Mary's retnrnj she found her mistress Ia«t 
in ihoughl, wliich she interrupted by exclaim- 
ing, " Bless me, Madam, do you recollect Buy 
one like lliis young lady?" " Ho," returned 
Mrs. Hiters. " Then, Madam," replied Mary, 
" you must Lave forgot yourself, wlien about her 
age, for the former part of your life is renewed 
in her every look and motion." Mary awakened 
> painful sensation, and recalled affliction gare ita 
accu&tDined tribute — a tear. " Let us hope, Mary," 
s^d the good lady, " a happier fortune titan 
mine awaits her, nhateTcr maybe Ute resemblance 
of our persons." 

Mary, though in a station of hfe inferior ta 

Mrs. Rivers, bad a heart replete with gooilncse^ 

' jind siucercly accorded with that lady ia I 
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■11-wiiJies to llic fair stranger, whom they <Iitl 
fail Jo remember in ibeir orisons to thai 
cr, Tvlio sometimes, forhisoiwn wise purpose b, 
chaslisp, but it oeTcr deaf to ibe praver of 
the virtuous. 

And now, for a few hours, ihe iiihoLitanU of 
this lonrJy col were lost in silence, though sleep 
refused its soft dominion orer Mrs. Rivers and her 
fair guest : the former rrflccled with amaiemeni 
on the strangeness of her meeting wilh so lovely 
a girl, and, if for a moment the idea withdrew 
itself, a heavy sigh from the latter, from whom 
she was only separated l»y a slight paililion, 
gave it fresli strength. Towards morning, 
woc-wom souls forgot their sorrows in 
itle slumhei^s', hut soon Louisa waked, and 
fearing she might keep her hospitahic entertainer 
M'sittng, liastily rose and veent down to the apart- 
ment she was in the night before. Mrs. Rivers 
liaving not yet made her appearance, slic had an 
opportunity of observing the cottage, which the 
Confusion of her thoughts the night before pre- 
vented. It was plain, and the only thing that 
could make it superior to any other, was neatness; . 
e small harpsichord, two shelves of hooks, contain- 
ing some of the best theological and poetic works 
extant. ATI further examination was slopped by 
Uie enlrnnee of Mrs. Rivers, who again welcomed 
Bsd saluted Ler Isir visitor. Loui.vi now cTcred 



I fuUH her last oi^hl's promise, anJ give \icr 
kJtid entertainer some account of herseir. " You 
p'otuiscd Dw, last night, jour altention, Madam," 
)ai(I she; " may 1 now intrude? " — " ] Lad 
■nthf I-," returned Mrs, Rivers, " that a few (lays 
lould ctJio that perturbation of spirits, whlL-h at 
sreeeul so visibly disturbs you ; a recital of whiit 
1 so lately 'past, ivill but renew your sorrows; 

I in the mean time, he assured T believe you inno- 
r^nl of ill, nor would 1 for the world ihiuk the 
Kfonlrury. If you can prefer this solitude to the 

uiely of the wot'Id, whioli at your age tnnst 
; charms, you are welcome ; Kay, no thaaW 
l^r Louisa attempted to speak, " I am the obliged, 

II find myself attached to jou by a power, which 
I J neither strive or wish to withstand," Louisa's 
F breost was too full for utterance ; tears usurped 
r ^eplnce of words; which the amiable Mrs. Rivers 
I perceiving, changed the subject, by tilling her 
F &ir guest i[ was the hour appropriated for mom- 
1 ing devotion. " We have not," continued she. 



a church n 






miles ; for my own 

part, I do not think prayer less acceptable to the 

Almighty, though ascending from a cottage." 

r After about an hour passed in supplication, Mary 

retired to the call of industry ; and Mrs. Rivers to 

■nish a change of linen for Louisa, who cleared 

r habit of those sanguinary drops with rtliith 

was spoiled. 
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' The remainder of tbe day was spent in con- 
'.•'Tersation ; and friendship, swift as the moments 
flew, increased in their sympatliising bosoms : but 
though Louisa felt its soothing power, she could 
not restrain the rising tear ; her agitation was 
considerably increased, when the Ullle clock on 
the table Struct six : " Exactly at this time," said 
she, " last night, 1 began ray weary walk — after 
soeh a scene — the wound I gave — Heaven pardon 
me — 'twos designed for my own bosom — but 

»tliy all-seeing eye directed my trembling band, 
Kod fixed it in his vicious arm!" RecoUeciion 
eeuld no longer sustain the painful idea — she 
ceased and fainted, Mrs, Rivers flew to her 
assistance ^ and with the aid of Mary, who was 
almost as much atlached to her as her mistress, 
she soon recovered, and apologised to her bene- 
factress, who, though grieved at her situation, 
was not displeased to hear the wound spoken of 
was the ann, from thence concluding it not 
dangerous ; and though she much wished to 
hear the whole of this mysterious relation, yet 
the goodness of her own heart wonld not permit 
|tbat of Louisa's to be wounded by the recital of 

■ misfortunes, whose impressions were so freshly 

■ ftagraven on il. 



CHAPTER III. 



IfARRAITTE BEaVtl. 

—How IwBulirulit ilealh, nlien earr'd bj lirloe! 

-■ WUol pilj- a it 

rlial Ti-e CBQ die but odci lo srrvc our country ! 



WHEN Louisa's tears haa a liule subsMcd, 
ajid p4;nsiTe culniuess bad again taken possession 
of her liosom^ Mrs. Rivers, to diTert bcr lliougliis 
I from a recolleciion of past ilk, addressed her in 
L the following manner ; " My dear Louisa, excuse 
Yay calling ^ou so, friendship deals not iu com- 
pliment, I will inform you how I came to lake 
up my residence in ihis desolate unintialiited spot. 
You, I trust, bare many happy hours to come ; 
my ntisfbrtuites are beyond the reach of fule ! here 
have I paired iheHe last lifteen years, and here 
do 1 mean to Djtish my weary pilgrimage!" — 
A hsli'-smolhered sigh udw heaved the bosom 
of the gentle narrator, on recounting events 
Blill puiuful, though long past ; while (he soil 
radbnee of Louisa's eye, gave the tribute of a 
liserating Icaj to surrows which for-a while 
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sufipended ibc recoUcclion of her o\rA. 
of a few moments eusweJ, which was iai 
by Mrs. Rirors ilcsiring Mary to set a glass of 
wfilrr before her; this doni;, llut lady recounted 
licr story S3 follows : 

" My father was the only son of a gentleman 
nf small fortune, who had a place in one of 
the public ofilces, whicli brought him about foi 
hundred pounds a year. By living up to 
full of what he possessed, he had it only in 
power to procure a pair of colors foe his s 
who, however, did not rcmaiik in that state long 
for brarely dislinguisliing hlnuclf, and oiHcers of 
higber rank baTing lost dieir lives in the serricc 
of llieir country, be soon obtained a company. 
The regiment being much disabled, was ordered 
home, where, after reniaiuing two years, he 
closed his only parent's eyes, his niotfaer expiring 
in giving him birth. Being left without fnends 
or relatives, he wished sincerely to l>e recalled 
to Flanders; which, in a little time, hnppeiit'd. 
Soon after his arrival in lliat country, he married 
the daughter of au officer lately dead, who hiid 
two thousand pounds in the ttritish funds. I 
was hoFD in about a year ader ibis man'ioge ' 
and the year following, my father was again 
ordered to England, to the great Joy of my 
mother: in shorf, not to lire you. 

nd pa^3ed five years of inexprei 
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Bfaur IirsH tcllli rvib that maj DCTrr liappen, hut 

nrilli jour usual serenity rxpcl the gloom your 

Deors hare spread oa my spirits.' 

^ " Alas! — my luolhcr's forebodings Trere too 

Hffne ! "When my father, afinr embracing,, parted 

nrith her in the mornmg, she remained m a state 

■Bmost of insensibility, oftlil the entrance of a 

bdrfier shoal her from her reverie ; he infoTrocd 

B«r, with nsfiecl, and as much tenderness as his 

Uhuo would AUow,'thnt Uis captain had received 

nfwound; that fearful of alarming her 

^MBtr, he had sent this message in 

Hp prepare her for the sliock. — ' Tliey ha^e WiBcd 

HBni, then !* said she, with a look thai spoke her 

Upward horror. — 'Ho, Madam, lie is not dead; 

Bis lamenting soldiers are now bearing him 

DbUf!.' Scarcely had he pronounced il, ere they 

BuX^'^'l V'lh my father in iheir arms, who had 

nbCcived B miulu't shot iu his breast. My nnhappy 

itaoiher remained rivelted to the spot, her eyes 

rnuicd lu hravru, and lost in agony unutterahlp. 

My liithcr, holding out his hnnd, said, — ' My dear 

Blly, why will you think so deeply? I hove only 

1 the debt evoij man owes to God and his 

luniry ! I am spared to breathe my last sigh in 

Ihy arms, to bless ihee and our htile one before 

f fjuit ihis for a happier state ! Had 1 expired 

*itho\il the satisfaction of bidding thee adieu, 

Egrii r had ihen been more just.' — 'Alas !' returned 
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my mother, ' wliy do you allcmpt to sprak cAmfoif I 
lo a wretch bereaved of every hope?' — 'Agsin^J 
let me iatreat you,' said he, ' nOt to Waste the litll#4 
time aBottee! me in nnaTsiKng sorrow : Would yoj 1 
deprJTc oar dear child of the only support ai 
guardian oF her youth? for now, Emily, you a 
her aH.' — The entrance of llie surgeon prevented I 
bis saying more; who, afVr desiring my mother^'J 
absence, examined the wonnd, Tihich he proJ f 
nonnced mortal. My fatWr calmly answererf^ J 
' 1 fcel not for myself; I knew il Was fatal, ihdj 
moment I received it; but for that amiable worooiifl 
who has just left us, let me intreai your tendererf I 
core ; persuade her to return to England as sooij f 
as pn.isible. Alas ! she has no one here to speal 
comfort in heT affliction; to you, Sir, I appl^^ I 
having proof of your humanity by the attention I 
yon paid aslight wound I received the first e 
ment I ever was in. Let me intreat yon lo wear \ 
this ring (taking one of value from his finger) as 
a memorial of my friendship.' The surgeon 
received the ring, and promised lo fulfil his request. 
My mother now entered, silent ami sad) the J 
surgeon offered lo withdraw. ' Do not g( 
my father, ' I feel a Utile faint; Eutily, give m&M 
your handj for heaven's sake lake comfort !' Natural 
almost exhausted, he fainted — my mother, ima-'^ 
gtntng him dead, cast her despairing eyes Tirst a 
liiwi, then lo heaven, and fell senseless Ity bi« I 
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the surgeon was oliliged to call assisU-DCe J 
l>oih remained deprived of sense and motion. I 
Vy father first revived ; and my unhappy mother, 1 
by the use of drops, was soon restored to the \ 
painful scene before her. 

' Kow, my dear Emily*, said this aSectionate 
husband, 'let me conjm^ you no longer to detain, 
by your riolent emotion, my soid in this painful 
tenement, bul kneel and join witli me in inlreal- 
protection fur you, and pardon for my offences 
that Power whose mercy I doubt not.' 
dropped on her trembling tnees; my father 
Mrnied lo pray fur about a quarter of an hbur, 
then ff<'bly pressing my mother's hand, faintly 
'd — ' Almighty God, protect hfr!' — 
'fttwcd bis head upoa her breul, and expired." 



CHAPTER IV. 



HAMUTTTE CONTIKirED. 

Th« wintry blaai of Deaih 

Kilb noi ihe buds of Viriut ! Ho, ihej spr.a.l 
Beiif Hth lite bcBTCnly beam or brigbler lans, 
Tliro' eaAtcM agu, inio highrr powrrs ! 



MHa. RiVEBs ceased, and dropped a filial lear: | 
Louisa's long restrained sympathising sorrow burst J 
forth. After a pause of a few miniAes, the eldest ' 
of the ladies rose : " I bad ibis account, my 
dear Louisa," said sbe, " from Mr. Bennet, the 
surgeon who attended my father: but we will ' 
talk no more on these mournful subjects to- 
night; to-morrow we will renew ibem; it is 
DOW almost supper time ; the interval we will 
spend in music." Sbe sat down to the harpsi- 
chord, and soon coDvinced ber guesl, though 
now bid under a thatched roof, she had har^ 
mony of Toice and execution of linger that 
would have graced a drawing room. 

Wben ilie hymn was finished, Louisa agreeably 
surprised Iter, by playing in ber Iiu'q, attended 
^ a voice whose sweetness might liave tau^lrt 
melody to the soft breaihiugs of the flute.. 



I 
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Mary now enlered with their supper, whitli 
consisted of vegetailea and eggs. Mrs. Rivers 
apologised to bcr guest, by informing her the 
liutclier visited them only weekly, at which time 
lliey look provisions ftH" the space till his return : 
'* as to other things, Mary visits Kendal three 
or four times a year; our bread is baled at 
home; (uid our little garden, Iiy the industry of 
an old man who Eometimcs attends, supplies va 
ivilh a great deal. When ] first retired hcre,- 
Mory bought a quantity of fowls; but I grew so 
ftitached to my feathered companions, that I 
woidd not by any means have them hurt : lliey 
■well repay Ar kindness ; wc have plenty of egg*, 
which is of material service to us." 

The supper finished, our gentle cottagers retired 
to rest; and balmy sleep, kinder than the night 
before, soon overcame their woes in airy visions 
of ideal happiness. 

Soon as the morning gave ligbl, which waS.nol 
till ilie hour of seven, Louisa rose, and, after 
inlrealiog the guidance of that Power whom 
tieither prosperity nor adversity could make her 
forget, descended to ihe parlour ; fi-om tlie window 
of which she passed ber lime, lill Mrs. Rjverj 
joined her, in strewing crumbs to numberless 
birds, which the bitterness of the weather forces 
to draw nigh to the habitation of inhuman man, 
who^ regardless of the mercy that should accam- 



pany ihe image of his Creator, as ibey cfcirping -^ 
intreat his favor, barbarously shoots, and eases ' 
their wants by laying them breathless on the 
frocen grounJ. 

Olhers, uiunindful of the joys of plenty, »■ J 
gentle consort, and playful children, who bytl 
their chemb smiles intreat their stay, hastily rise' \ 
ere the day begins to dawn, and, galloping otct ' 
hedge and ditch, pursue, with unwearied ardor, 
— a trembliog bare, who flics e*eu at the rustling' J 
of the leaves, tfnmarily task. 1 if you must delight) J 
in such pleasures, seek not a timid foe, froattl 
conquering whom no honor can result. — Sucll[J 
'were the meditations of touisa's gentle breasl^i 1 
until joined by. her kind entertainer ; breakfaif I 
was then introduced, after which the day waVl 
E^ent by our ^ew acquainted friends much as tlte^ 
preceding one, Towanls evening, Mrs, Rirewl 
thus continued her narrative. ' \ 

" For a fortnight after my fallicr's death, my 
unhappy mother remained insensible; in which 
stale her woes had certainly concluded, had not 
the unwearied- cttfc and attention of Mr. Bennel, 
who spared no means dial art or friendiliip could 
devise to save her life^ restored her senses to a' , 
painfnl tranquillity. 

" Finding her one day more composed thai 
^toOal, he iofiirmed her of my father's desire t" 

I aboidd return to England as toon as possib 
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sDtt Tirtoons hiubani).' Stranger to disgui 
made but tills olijection : ' Mr, Birers will look 
wkli horror on one tl>at he v/iH deem has 
seducpd Ilia nephew,' ' That must he mj care/ 
wid slie; — 'heaven fbrljid I should make use of 
the power allotted me in any other caose than 
ihnl of virtue, especially against my hushand. 
Tott were too young, Maria, to be acquainted 
'With my alTairs; hut must now know, my marriage 
with Mr. EiTers was at the iuicrcession of an 
uncle, who was my guardian, and a bachetoi : 
on my bridal day he paid down my paternal 
fbrtune of twenty thousand pounds, with an 
addition of ten more, which he presented me. 
— Alaa ! I fear Mr. Rivers's principal view was 
money. I know not how, but by some means 
my relation became acquainted with some youthful 
foibles of Mr. RiverE's; and tbe old gentleman, 
dying soon after, left me near as much as I £rst 
.received, together with a landed estate and 
manor-house in Kcnl, to the value of two thousand 
pounds a year; tying the estate so strongly lo ■ 
me, that no one else can receive the rents, and 
totally at death to bequeath lo whom I. please. 
The gross sum I presented to Mr. Risers; the 
yearly income I have used lo assist tbe friendless, 
Mr. Rivers having no occasion for h, bis fortune 
trebling that. Now, my dear girl, I have pointed 
jDUt the means by which 1 can asMsl you ; nor 



win Mr* Rrren^ openly avow displeasvre at what 
I shall authorise. Tou will say I have entered 
hastily into this matter y — spare me^ Maria^ 
spare me the reason ; I have promised to protect 
your innocence, nor can I securely do it anjr 
ether way.' So- saying she hastily rose, the tear 
ghtterinj^ in her eye, and retired^' 
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CHAPTER Vr. 



KAHKATirZ CONTOfOED. 



Bni happy iIibj ! \Ut I 
Wbom genllcr tlan nn 
Their LcHru, iLeir fan 



"AFTER her departure, I sat pondering on 
ter last mysterious words, for such ihpy seemed 
to me." ' My innocence in danger ! cried I ; 
inqtossible ! — I acarcr]^ am acquoiiiled niih any 
»an bnl Mr. Rivers and Henry ; tlie laiter she 
meniioned as Tirtnous, and shall 1 dare suspect 
ihe former 7 Her words were dark; yet, without 
■ome hidden reason, would she ever consent tq 
a clandestine proceeding, and risk displeasing a 
bnsband, whose every desire seems law ?' I then 
tried to recollect each word he uttered the 
erening before, which my confusion at tlial 
lime presented : the rccallcctioa rallier con6rmecl 
than removed my doubts. — Alas ! he demanded 
more than reverence and esteem, 1, think he 
_ mentioned love : — merciful heaven ! am I here 
strew discontent; w-hen I should think my life 

1 poor B sacrlTiof! for- Mrs. Rivcrs's peace ? 



My digagrpeahle reTerie was here iiiterropteil 
by Mary, wUo ioforiueJ me, Mrs. River* desired 
my company in the drawing-room, adding •— 
'and indeed, MIks, ibere is the most pleasing 
looLiog man with her I ever saw : wlien I went 
in, Mrs. Rivers told liim of my living with your 
taamma, and that I was much attached to you •' 
be answered, he was sure llicn 1 was a good 
girl, and look my band ; I was so ashamed, 
that I scarce received my message, but hastened 

" 1 composed my features as well as possible, 
that ihey might not be an index of the contending 
passions (hat dwelt willitn, and obeyed my 
summoas to the drawing-room^ where I was 
prepossessed, liie Mary, in favor of the stranger, 
who was a likely man, seemingly about the age 
of thirty-eight. He rose at my entrance. — 'Ah! 
madam,' said he, ' it is, indeed, the daughter of 
my finend : the living image of her angel mother ! ' 
and he wnbraced me with a fatherly affection. 
Mrs. Rivers then informed me his name was 
Bennei, the surgeon I have before mentioned. 
My usual timidily vanished when 1 heard his 
name : ' Whrre,' said 1, ' have you Ijeen lost so 
long?' many times did my mother wish to see 
you, once more to repeat her thanks.' The 
tear of recollection stood in my eye; his roUed 
flowa his manly check. ' 1 remained ia Gcizoany,' 



HcSI 



lOUISA. 



said he, ' til] four months ago, ss 1 found mj 
business very beneficial there. On my return 
to Englaiiil, I sought Mrs- Clatirille with tie 
greatest assiduity, but could learn no tidings till 
I had the honor of seeing Mrs. Hivers, when 
I learned the melancholy ^vent I dreaded.' 
I " In short, not to tire you, this good man visited 
riw constantly, and atlength made a proffer of his 
'hand to Mary, -^fao did not want much persuading 
£vm Mrs. Rivers to accept it, and on the wed- 
ding-day presented Mary with five hundred 
pounds; myself not interfering, so sorry wag I to 
part front her. During this interval, I cautJonsIy 
woided being a moment alone willi Mr. Rivers. 
, For Henry, he made a tender of his heart, which 
I was uut coquette enough to deny, nor prude 
enough now to conceal, gave me pleasure ; beside, 
he had a powerful advocate in Mrs. Kivers, 
though indeed be wanted none bnt my own heart. 
" The summer was now advancing ; we removed 
to a seat of Mr. Bivers's, in HottingUamshire : 
thai gentleman, great as the distance was, oIlcQ 
visited the capital. During one of these excur- 
sions, 1 was walking one evening alone in a bye 
road that led to the village ; perceiving a letter 
on the ground, 1 stooped to pick it up; it seemed 
to have been lately opened^ and by the neatness 
^ the folding, not rumpled by keeping, but 
Mtber slipped aside is putting ia the pocket ; 



opened that wliict still beW the letter :— ' Hera 
madaiQ,' said he, ' th!a is perhaps the cnuse of 
lier agonies.' Mrs. Rivers soon read the contents 
with great emotJon, and then returned it to 
Henry ; who at the conclmion exchiimed. — 
* My Maria was not formed for a ruffian's pre^; 
the Protector of innocence has shown the danger, 
that she maj escape it ; — All Madam ! we have 
your consent, then, Maria, give me a legal right, 
—a husband's right, which who shall dare vio- 
late?' Overcome with shame, 1 hid my face in 
Mrs. Rivers's bosom. — ' Lift up your head, my 
dear girl,' said she, ' and observe me ; I see no 
oecnrity in any other plan, hut that Henry has 
so hastily formed-, for, should you escape this 
enare, no doubt fresh ones will be laid, of which 
we may not be fortunate enough to be apprised. 
I know you love each other ; the difference of 
forms, or a few^ months, it immaterial; aud should 
you stay that lime, I fear the consent of 
Mr. Rivers wiU he equally hard to obtain. — 
My advice is, that Henry and you should ride, 
attended only by the groom, whom you may 
contrive to send back on some message, thea lake 
the bye road to Mansfield, where you may 
procure a chaise and four-, tell them lo retuni 
the saddle horses the day following; make the 
iir way to Scotland, as Maria wants 
fet four years of bciug of age -, he mafrledr »t 
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t first place you legally can. Myself will 
rcry endeavour to reconcile yon to Mr. Rivers; 
if wbicb fails, tlie Almiglity, who knows the 
uprigbitDess of my purpose, has put it in n»y power 
lo provide for you,' 

" Sly confusion prevented an answer ; for 
Henry, be was on his knees, returning Mrs. Rivers 
thanks in the highest raptures. Seeing my tears, 
— ' Ah, madam,' said he, ' your generoos proposal 
meets Maria's disapprobation; rather lei me pro- 
tect her some other way, than she become the 
victim of loo much gratitude.' 'Why will you', 
returned I, 'distress me by an idle surmise, or 
rack my heart still more? — alas! in giving my 
hand I give all, so long have you possessed mj 
heart.' 

' I wlsli,' said Mrs. Rivers, * Henry, you w< 
retire for about an hour; I would pass that time 
with Maria alone, who Kust compose herself, 
tbst nothing be suspected.' He obeyed, pressing 
our hands first alternately lo his lips. 

" How this aniiable woman repealed every 
thing that friendship or tenderness could devise 
to comfort me : when she had in some degree 
succeeded, and my Ups were uttering the language 
of gratitude, she stopped me. — ' Tou have no 
obligation to me, but what a promise can returBj 
make ine that, and I am your debtor.' — 
\, what can you ask that I will nol proi 
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that I will not fulfil at the liaiard of my life ?' 
'Then, my dear girl, though 1 could wish you J 
to have no coitceabnenta from Heury, but let an 
ingenuous candor shine in every action - for 
-wilhoul mutual confidence happiness is impossible^ 
yet, in pity to liim and campa&sion for my peace, 
let your suspicions of Mr. fiiTers, for I know 
jou mast suspect him, fae hid in silence. We ' 
bare do proofs, nothing hut suspicions, which, if 
discovered, would make an everlasting breach 
between the uncle and nephew : besides, if his 
intentions were as bad as our fears, he thinks ' 
you ignorant of ihcm j then, my dear girt, let 
iheni remain in our own breasts. If you surriTe ' 
Mr. Rivers and myself, you are at liberty, and 
Inay plead for cscuse a promise to me, to whom 
your honor >s dear as tay own,' 

" She ceased, and I promised what she desired. ' 
AAer some time Hnty joined us, and the ecea- _| 
ing passed with as much tranquilliiy as could be 
expected : fear, however, that my betrayers might 
even, come before their time, for the date of the 
note appointed the following night, agitated me so 
unch, that I discovered it lo Mrs. Rivers: — 'Fccr 
not, my Maria,' said Henry, ' I purpose not to 
sleep, for my fears equal yours.' My benefactress, 
however, thought it best for tne to prelei 
inclination to read, and so dismiss my s 
«nd afterwards to return, and pass the oigl^. jo J 
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words nor tears, and I embracecl her wiA agony 

iutterable> She now retired to her chamher, ' 
to conceal sentiments similar to lay own. 

" Henry, though pained at our parting, could 
scarcely conceal his satisfaction ; which I reproved, 
' Can it be otherwise ?' said he ; ' am I not going 
lo be united to you by the tenderest lies, which 
only death can break 7 Can you blame my rap- 
tures? for which I almost thank the letter that 
brought about this blest event.' 

"The servant entered to say the horses wera ■ 
ready. — Henry assisted me to mount. Raising 
my eyes, to take my farewell of ibe mansion, 1 
perceived its amiable mistress at one of the win- 
dows, who, forcing a smile, and kissing her hand, 
looked an adieu. 

" We now rode off; at the end of three miles, 
Henry stopped his horse, and called the groom, 
telling him to return, and say to Mrs. Rivers, we 
should ride to Sir Thomas Thornton's, as I had 
never seen his gardens, and probably should not 
return to dinner. The man obeyed, and we 
reached Mans6eld by twelve o'clock. A chaise 
was immediately prepared, and we travelled the 
remainder of the day, all night, and the Aaj 
following; in short, we arrived safe at the place 
of our destination, which was a small village at 
the entrance of Scotland. We were no sooner I 
united, and proper certificates taken, than we i 
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returned to Panrltli; at which place my Henrj 
determined to wait aa answer to a letter lie 
immediately wrote to Mrs, Rivers, We remained. 
at Penrith several days^ which time we spent in 
seeing the country. In one of these excursions, 
we rode over part of this moor; we were both 
pleased with it, and returned for ihree days, 
risiliug different parts of it, a servant &om the 
inn attending to carry cold provisions. My 
Henry was partiqularly charmed with this spot,, 
on which we sat two days to dine. In this place^ 
where my cottage now stands, my much-loved 
husband caught me in his arms: — 'Here, mj 
love, should the world forsale us,' said he, 'part 
of our little fortune might build a cot, the rest 
support a life of rapiure, which the greatest _ 
might envy ! possessed of thee, Maria, I ask no; 

" Pardon me, Louisa, I must leave ofi*, forj 
the present ; recollection is painful, and though 
religion has, in some degree, made me composed 
under my misfortunes, yet cannot I forget past 
happiness: — no, my beloved husband! ihj 
is never absent." Louisa's tears flowed fast ( 
Mrs. Rivers's. — " Alas !" said she, " that I s 
be the occasion of your reciting woes, which- 
make every wound time's lenient hand had.' . 
almost closed, bleed afresh." " Believe me, no,, 
my lore," said Mrs. Eiversi " did Dot tcara daily-'j 
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relieTft my full heart, I must long since have hid 
adieu to a world, ■which to me has been a 
Jran{;ht of bilternpsp : hul come, Louisa, I wiU 
not infect you with my melancholy; reach a 
book, and read for half an hour." She obeyed, 
and read Pope's Messiah, in a manner that 
direstcd her auditor of every other sentiment but. 
the divine subject. 

Mary made lier appearance, l>earing thetr 
evening repast, which placing on the table, 
would have withdrawn. " Stay," said her mis- 
tress, "take your usual seat; I will no longer 
eufler ceremony to deprive me of my companion; 
Louisa will be equally pleased with your com- 
pany as myself." Louisa, whose soul was alTa- 
bility itself, immediately rose. " If you knew 
the pain you make me feel by ibis misplaced 
complsisauce, I am sure you would not do it; 
it b I; that am so lately an intruder, that should 
give place." Mary could not resist her solicita- 
tions, as she by ibb time had placed her a chair. 
They now sat down to their vegetable supper, 
with a thankfulness and peace that 1 fear are 
not always the companions of more sumptuous 
entertainments; and then retired to rest, with 
minds so free frtrni guile, that had ihey waked 
in eternity, neitlier envy, malicCj nor any oth^ 
discordant passion, would have prevented their 
eyerlsstipg wellare. 
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entered, and kintllf asked 
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Mrs. Rivers 
the motlier or tier clilldren'a IieallU ; adding, 
it is a fine ^osty morniag, wliat think you of > 
Vuli., Louisa ?" to the which Louisa assenting, 
was, after the morniDg occupations, executed. 

Mrs. B-ivera and ber young friend, accompn- 
nied by Mary, directed their steps between the 
liills, whose high tops sheltered them from the 
wind. " I think," said Mrs. Bivers, "I cannot 
have B bettor opportunity than the present, to 
finish my melancholy story, as my spirits too are 
tolerahly easy." Louisa bowed, and Mrs. RiTers 

" Henry received an answer from his amiable 
kunt ui eight days, desiring us to go to her house 
in Kent) at which place site would meet us. la 
the postscript, she added, Mr. Rivers had received 
the news of our marriage better than she 
expected. 

"We set out the nest day; the third night 
from which, we reached her scat: it was only 
twelve miles from London • aud the morning 
after, I clasped my benefactress iu my arms; 
who, after mutual con gratula Lions, informed me, 
that, on my not retuimiag the day of the pre- 
tended visit, my maid liad heeu esiremcly inqui- 
sitive, had gone out, aud remained a considerable 
time; 'and, thougl the whole night,* 

«oatiaaed she, ' tl the least noise, 
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froin whence I concluded she was in the sccrcl, 
and went to give iDformation of your absence 
and accordingly gave her -naming. Now, my dear 
Henry, I would have you immediately return to 
London, and pay your duly to Mr. RiTcrs ; I' 
shall remain with Maria some days, as I have 
already told him.' 

" Ilenry soon after departed for town; after 
which, I informed Mrs. Rivers, that Henry, on 
our journey to Scotland, had inquired of me, 
if any one had ever addressed me, Irom whom 
I could suppose that letter came : I replied Ja 
the negative, that I had seen no one hut in iJie 
presence of the family. She thanked me for my 
tenderness, as she expressed it, of her peace : 
' Mr. Rivers returned,' said she, ' ihe third ilay 
after your elopement; he helrayed no signs of 
passion or anger, but was gloomy and tliouglitful; 
which I hope will pass off, and all he well.' 

" Henry returned the same evening; his account 
of his uncle agreed with Mrs. Rivers's; he said, 
on his entering the parlour, Mr. Rivers slarlcd: 

' So, Sir, you imagine you have duped me? ■ 

begone, and beware my revenge.' After some 
recollection, he accepted Henry's excuses, seemed 
more reconciled, hut appeared lost in thought, 

" lu short," to hasten to the fatal hour ihi 
deprived me of every earthly happiness, I sha 
pass over ten months of biisa 1 passed with m 
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dear husband; which was often increased by 
the addition of Mrs. Rivers's company. Alas! 
liow many years of sorro-w have followed, -what 
appeared to me a moment, so swiftly did it pass ! 
I lived entirely iu Kent, Mr. Rivers never desir- 
ing to see me : I carefully avoided las presence, 
nor once visited London in that lime. 

"One day, my dear Henry had been at his 
uncle's; lie returned very melancholy ; after 
much intreaty, he told me the causc^ — Mr. Rivers 
had received letters li'om India; that the person 
with whom my Henry's fortune was intrusted, 
was dead; that his executors were contending 
about the estate; that without his appeaionce to 
malie good his claim, which Mr. Rivers would 
impower luni to do, he must infalhbly lose il. 

' Ah! cannot I go ?' said I. — ' Impossible, my 
love, consider your situation ;' for indeed I was 
far advanced with child, ' Had it not been for 
my uncle's imprudence,' continued lie, ' in not 
recaUiog my trifling fortune, thb had not hap- 
pened,' — A scene followed, which a mind pos- 
sessed of sensibility like yours, Louisa, can belter 
imagine than I describe; so painful slill is the 
remembrance, that 1 must pass over llic remain- 
der of my story as slightly as it wdl permit. 
Mrs. Rivers arrived from town : slie had heard 
the nevrs, aud'joined (ler tears with mine. Said 
(he,— '^ cannot see so violent a necessity tv 
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Henry's going ; eiglit thousand pouujs cannot- 
hurt Mr. Rivers'a estate ; but akis ! he is dclcr- 
mined, and wc must obey. Raise your dejrcted 
spirits, my love; I witl never leave you; Henry 
can trust to my care ; and, should tlic angel of 
dealli remove me, still is M;iria not destitute,' 

" In short, after several interviews with 
Mr. Rivers, it was fixed for my loved husb; 
to go with the first shi]) that sailed, whi 
in three weeks. The fatal hour aiTiyed, 
my agonies at parting were hut forebodings of 
what 1 afterwards endured. Mrs. Rivers could 
nol sooth me; a kind of dreadful sui'mise conli- 
nuolly haunted me, that we should meet^o more. 
We parted without a word, speechless woe 
denying every resource but a last — last embrace, 
"And now, my dear Louisa, Mary musi inform 
you the rest; I have neither spirits to relate, nor 
fortitude to hear it." So saying, she walked 
slowly on, and Mary continued. 

" Mr. Henry Rivers had not been gone long 
before his uncle paid my mistress a visit, and 
seemed much reconciled; but alas ! scarcely had 
two months passed since my young master's 
departure, before his servant, the only one that 
attended him, returned mourning to England, 
with the dreadful news, that his master, in lliree 
weeks after they sailed, had caught a fever, and, 
iug dcUri'jus a ti;w iLys, expired in his 
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arms; that acci^entalljr meeting an English ship, 
he put himself and his master's property aboard. 

»Mrs. Rivers was unforlunalelj' in lown at the 
receipt of ihis fatal intelligencf , which being told 
lier without caution, she was so much affected, 
that, afler repeated ^iatings for two days, she 
was seized with coavulsions. My mistress, from 
whom she was ne^er long absent, became very 
uneasy, and determined to go to town; hut 
those friends, were destined to nieet no more ; 
for, on her unexpected arrival at Mr. Rivers'a 
house, her Henry's servant opened the door. 
Amazement, for some time, deprived her of 
speech ; but too soon was she acquainted with 
her misfortune, by their equivocal and unpre- 
pared answers. 

This suddea shock operated so violently on 
ujy dear mistress, that her senses quite forsook 
her, and, by Mr. Rivers's order, she was removed 
to apartments ill the neighbourhood; where', the 
next morning, in this unhappy state, she was 
delivered of a dead daughter; and the following 
evening closed the eyes of her amiable bene- 
factress, to open no more, but on her kindred 
nngcls. 

" I used generally to go to the house in Rent 
once a month, to sceT my mistress ; and, as 
Mr, Rennet, ray husband, lived in the city, I 
ecldoiU saw Mrs, Rivcis, except there ; 
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UDacqilaiHted vtili ihU u)e of sorrow, till 
Mr, Bennet accidentally saw Mrs. Biren's tUaih 
in the papers. With h^avj bcarts we wml 
directly to the town hoiue-, there 1 leampd the 
dreadful stale of id^ mistress, and flew lo we 
Ler. She had then been sis days deprircd of 
reason ; and it was much feared, if Gvea her life 
was spai'ed, that her intellects were quite 

"J never left her for sii. weels; at ihc 
of which she seemed to gather strength, 
had no appearance of recoilection or retamiitg 

" Mr. Rivers sent one daj for my hnsitaad ; 
■* Mr. Bennet,' said he, 'I am exiremelj cooctmed 
at the state of Maria, and think it would be best 
to liQTe her entirely with you. Her fortune of 
two thousand pounds is in the funds; I will add 
two thousand more; which may support joa aU 
a distance in the country. 

' I have no (louhl of your care of her; if yon 
approve my proposal, I will mate the money 
o*er to you for her use.' My husband, after 
eonsuliing me, accepted the offer. We sold our 
furniture, let our shop, which, with what Uttlo 
we had beside, amounted lo about a thousand 
pounds more, and retired about forty miles from, 
town. Wc seldom heard of Mr. Rivers, he having 
iPMS t^d on giviug up her fortone, with the other 
rely to my husband's man 
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, " In about six monlb^ after we had been 
pitied in the country, "Mr. Bennet began to 
flatter rae wllh hopes of her relurniog reason ; 
Wi she spoke more, aud frequently wept for 
hours. I liod the dehghl to find him not mis- 
taken ; for, by the time our first year in the 
country was Mpircd, she was sehsible as al this 
hour, and recollected her husband's death; but, 
^^^^ till we acquainted her, knew noLliing of Mr& Ri- 
^^^■- rers's. My husband, enraptured, wrole Mr. RiTprs 
^^f «n acconol of her recoTery, but received a cold 
compliuienlary letter in return; in which he SMd, 
though he should always be glad to hear of 
Maria's welfare, yet the great uneasiness she had 

■ occasioned compelled him to wish to see her no 
more. 
" So well was my mistress recovered, that we 
scrupled not to show her the letter. ' Alas !' said 
she, ' I pardon his unkindncss; had Henry never 
known me, he would still have had an heir : had 
lie not been angry, never would he have consented 
to -his foyagc. — Fatal hour! — Mrs, Rivers loBt 

— my infant, — all, all, gone ! Only me \eh to 

bewail, fearful even to mention my wishes, leat 

my reason be still suspected.' — ' Surely, my loved 

t mistress,' said I, bursting into tears, ' we are not 

cruel.' '.Do not cry, Mary,' returned t 

am not ungrateful, but 1 cannot res 

'■ Rivers; could I hare m, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



IjOmSAB STOBT BEGD». 

Street lanocenu! tbon stranger )o aSeacc 
And iuward tlorm 1— He, wba foa abu iaTaJr* 
la frotvni at darkaeii, attr amilci oa tilt* 
Willi kiaU rpgkrd. 

TBOtUOR'* 



^^P MART concluded Ler narratife : Iier mistress's 
pensiTe step had alreadj reached the cot-, her 
companions lingering behind, to prevent her 
hearing nhat might give so valualile a heart an 
adilitionul pang. " Well, Louisa," said she, as 
they approached her, " do you not think I ha(^ 
enougli to drive me from thu vrorld to ttiis 
peaceful spot ?" " Really, Madam," rctiirucil she, 
" were I to judge of mankind by some I have 
lately met, your absence is much to be envied; 
for though hut seventeen, and on]y sii weeks 
qtiitted a convent, I have had so disgusting a 
taalc of society, that never do I wish to mis in 
'■ the great world again. — Bui, with your permis- 
L uon, I will now acquaint you with as much as 
p 1 luiow myself of my unfortunate slory. — Unfor- 
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tunatCj well may I saj-; for never Iiai 
rjenced a paternsl blessing — never llie 
soothings of a foQcl mother — an innocent out- 
cast even from mj cradle ! 

" The first 1 can reiueniber was (I suppose 
about the age of five) parting irom an honest 
countrywoman who had been my nurse : the 
tears I shed, at parting from ber, she repaid 
with interest; but, in spite of both, a womaD] 
who was to have the care of me, tore > 
her etnbraees) and put me in a chaise ; i 
we travelled some miles, till we reached 
where wc stopped to dinner. — For two days we 
continued our journey, at the end of which time 
we embarked on hoard a vessel that toolt us to 
Calais; after slopping one day, we continued 
our route as far as Abbeville, where I was to 
be boarded in a convent. — On the day I was 
delivered to the care of tlie Ahhess^ in the 
parlour was an Enghsb girl about my owa 
age, on the point of taking leave of a most 
amiable lady, who was her mother and return- 
ing to Enghind. For me, taking me from my 
nurse, 1 regarded in so heinous a light, ibat 
lirought me with bo much indifl'erence as to be 
noticed by the lady, whose daughter was in an 
agony of sorrow. 'Julia, my love,' said she, 
. her o^vn voice fiiltering, ' observe this young 
Uiy, a lovely hlUe cowpanioa for you; she wiH 
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learn yon foclUuile, — sLe must, I am snrc, hare 
parted from afi'L-ctionate friends, yet )>ears it with 
resignation.' — With ihese words slie joined our 
hands. ' Indeed, Madam,' said T, ' bad I a 
mamma to leave, 1 should grieve as much as 
Miss; but I have none, only a poor manimy, 
and her they have taken from uie; so now they 
may put me where they please.' — The Countess- 
of Melville, for that was the lady's name, immedi- 
ately asked the Abbess of my family ; who in- 
formed ber I was an orphan, my name Louisa 
Vlllars, and dependent on the bounty of my 
guardian, who had paid my hoard eight years 
in advance. ' I fear she feels her dependence 
early,' continued she ; ' hut she shall not want 
a friend.' — The Countess applauded her, and 
entreated I might be Juha's companion. These 
ladies, I afterwards found, were old friends, 
being brought up together in a eonTcnt; acd 
iJicir ancient kindness bad still subsisted, though 
Ihe one had taken the veil, and the other 
returned lo her own country, where, being ' 
tnarried, she was mother of a son and the sweet 
Julia. The father of this pair, by a mistaken 
notion of their being spoiled at home, insisted 
on their being put to school. Tlie son was 
accordingly sent to Eton; — the Countess rather 
chose, though more distant, to trust her darhn^ 
with hef old £i'iead, than at a public boa^'ding- 
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Countess liad as many limes Tisiteil Iier daughter; 
riol uniuiutlful of Iicr promise, she boaored me 
Willi a degree of loudness the more Oaitcring; 
iu ber presents to Julia, neTer was I forgotten. 
At the end of tbis period, Julia returned to 
England for a sbort time to visit her father, 
whom she had not seen for lUe time before 
mentioned. So grieved were we at parting, tliat 
tlie Couutess entreated I might accompany !ier, 
promising to bring us both bacli in a moulh. — 
' Gladly, my dcai' Madam, would I grant your 

■ request', said Madame du Saint, ' but I daily 
espccl to bear from bcr friends j should any of 
tbcm come in her absence, how could I excuse 
il?' — The Countess acquiesced, .ind, with a 
promise of my friend's quick return, we parted. 

" As ihe Abbess surmised, so it happened ; for, 
about a week al\er, tbe person who lirst brought 
me paid us a visit. 1 was called to tlic parlour, 
but bud uol the least recollection uf her again. 

I She accosted me nilb, ' Well, Louisa, how do 
you do? your friends are not unmindful of yon, 
J am come to pay four years more ; great friend- 
*hip all [bis, I hope jou will deserve It.' 1 bad no 
notion of fi'ieudsliip, but from lady Melville, and 
hastily eiciajmcd, ' How does my dear mamma? 
—and whi:n docs Julia return?' — 'Mamma, 
Miss!' said she, hesitating. Madame du Saint 
remedied my mibtake^ by eiplaiuiiig my calUng 
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a young lailj- in the convenl, sbter ; *and bar 
mother pcrmilling me to use that liberty with 
her. The woman prcsenLly regatued her conse- 
qneucCjObservingj 'young ladies should uot he too 
talLatiTe or ask questions, but Gtay till their elders 
thought proper lu satisfy them tn every thing 
ihat was proper for ihcm to know.' — ' Believe me, 
Madam,' said 1 with spirit, ' had I at Tu^t recol- 
lected you, (he question had been spared: were 
my Julia and her mother here, I should hare no 
inquiries heyond ihc eouvcnt walls.' IViadame 
du Saint gave me a look of ilisapprohalion, and 
ordered me to my apartment. ' Stop, Miss/ said 
Mrs. Masters, for so was she called, 'beuare of 
iDgratitudej your family has suffered severely for 
it.' — ' Indeed, Madam, you accuse me unjustly ; 
I am extremely grateful for the happy silualiou 
I enjoy; but you must pardon me if I prefer 
the fi-iends I have seen, to those who never 
honored me with their presence.' — ' Well, Miss,' 
relumed she, ' let it pass: what improvementa 
have you made 7' Madame du Saint informed her 
I Epoke French and Italian perfectly wellj and 
played on the harpsichord, and pointed tolerably. 
Mrs. Masters looked astonished, and objected (o 
the last articles, as iucreasing the expense beyund 
what my guardian allowed. ' Hot in the least,* 
said the Ahhtss, ' we leach Iier ourselves; and she 
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said the Abbess, ' we leach Iier ourselves; and she I 

learos witli sucjb fiivility, it is a pleasure to iastrucl I 
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her. f have found her ihe gentlcsl lempi 
er mel with , and am extremelji sorry she lias 
Id any thing to give ^ou oflence.' The kindness 
iviih Tvhich the Abhess »poke forced from me what 
insolence couhl not eSectj and the tears iv hi cli 
pride had sliiled found wa^, and rolled plenlcou^j' 
down my cheeks. ' If I have behaved in a maaucr 
lo need an apologj' from a ladj like Madame du 
Saint, I am conscious I am wrong. Pardon me, 
Madam,' turning lo Mrs. Masters, ' the goodness 
of that lady, and some others, has spoiled me ; 
bat X will endeavour to learn humility.' She was 
pleased to unbend her brow at my submission, 
•aying she had no doubt I would be well provided 
for, if I merited it. After seliling her business 
with the Abbess, with whom she left money lo 
clothe me, she made me happy by her departure. 
' I sm extremely sorry,' said Madame du Saint, 
* that you should say any thing Mrs. Masters may 
construe into an offence ; she may think you ID 
taugbt, and remove you lo some other place ; 
and, indeed, Louisa, I should be sorry to part 
from you.' Had she spoke for hours, she could 
not have done it more efTcctuatly ; tbe idea of 
being parted from my real friends, painted my 
imprudence in the strongest light; and I promised, 
'lould she return again, to behave with thtf 
'ealesl hiuuility and «ircumspeclioa." 
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' Whj, Julia,' said slic, ' you haTt; scarcely told 
lue liow you do ; you were in suet a hurry to 
see your friend, that yon forgot compliments : how 
do you like Eogland?' ' Really, Madam, 1 don't 
Inow. I saw litlle Lul our own family: papas 
gout was so bad, it eulirtly confined mamma; 
and he was so cross, (hat, if I was cheerful, I was 
■ hoid»n a convent could not lame, — if serious, I 
bad learned gloomtuesa from nnns, who languished 
for the world they had renounced in a pet. 
My brother. Lord Gray, was not more forlunale ; 
if he read, he was a booLworm, — if gay, aspend- 
thi'id, — if grave, he was considering what was 
the best game to lose his estate at ; for he perfectly 
TTcll knew that hazard and billiards were attended 
to at Oiford, where my brother has lately been, 
with more avidity than literature,' 1 know not 
how long Julia would have run on, had nol 
Madajnc du fiaint interrupted her gravely, with, 
You are speaking of your father, Lady Julia ^ 
^•—but whose picture have you there? — ' My 
^Itrolliicr's, Madam,' said she, presenting i[ ; 'he 
is to travel in three years ; at which lime, wc ma/ 
hope tu see him : and, as I would not have Louisa 
a sli'aiiger to her relations, I have hroughl this 
iikcuiss, that she may know liim when they 
meet.' — ' Your father said, with great justness, 
ft tuavcul had nul lamed youj' xi'pUcd M^dsjue 
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conreal, and Julia inlrodticed me to hei- hrotlier. 
' Augustus,' said she, ' receiTe yoar other eister; 
though last, do not let her be least in your affec- 
tion.' He saluted me respectfully. ' Tour request 
)G easily granted, Julia ; would Miss Viilars deign 
to favor me wilb lier friendship, ou my part it 
coiild not be secondary.' Totally unused to tlie 
conversation of men, I stammered out, ' you do 

me honor, my Lord,' and remained silent. 

Lady Mehille entered almost- immediately ; and, 
ftffr common compliments, observed I was grave, 
' I'll give you the reason. Madam,' said Julia, ' she 
is ashamed before my brother ; I know by myself, 
when 1 was in England, and fur years had seea 
no man but our old jolly priest who used to say 
mass to the nuns, I was afraid to look my father 
in the face ; and his cross looks did not decrease 
my fcor,' continued she, whispering her brother, 
too low to be heard by the Countess, who had 
taken my hand. ' Peace ! wild girl ; I wish Louisa 
Lad some of your spirits ; she is lOo much affected 
at losing such a madcap : but, my dear girl,* 
turning to me, ' should your friends take you 
from the protection of Madame du Saint, as 
doubtless by your age llicy soon wdl, and things 
in England should not answer your wishes, in 
Lady Melville shall you find realised the tender 
appellation you formerly honored me with.' — 
Ijord Gray joiaed us ere I could answer; he had 




LOUISA. 

' CasUubrook, I rejoice to see yoa ; Mr. DanveJ^, 
you do me honor,' replied Lord Gray i — GentJe- 
Bjen, give me leave to introduce you to my sisters.' 
— ' I haTe ever heard,' said Mr, Danvers, ' Lady 
Melville spoke of, as possessing the most extensive 
humanity; common report for once was true ; for 
nothing but the geaeral peace of mankind could 
bave induced her to hide two such divinities so 
long in a cloister.' 1 saw the blush which warmed 
my, cheeks at this compliment reflected on JuhVs, 
and tbe timidity she laughed at in the morning, 
sbe felt in the evening. 

" The gentlemen remained at Ladj Melville's 
tlU the time 1 returned to the convent; when 
that lady ordered the coach to be ready to lake 
me borne, our visitors seemed extremely surprised. 
' I lieg pardon. Madam,' said Mr. Danvers, ' but 
does not this young lady return to England with 
you 7* — ' Mo,' said she, ' her friends wish her to 
remain some time longer in France.' 

soon after wished them a good nigbt, and 
returned home, attended by the Countess's womaa 
] 'and Lord Gray, who insisted on accompanying 
us to the convent gate. 

" I bad scarcely paid my devoirs to Madame 

du Saint in the morning, when tbe Countess's 

L coach arrived fur me; il was not too soon for 

tjuy wishes ; I hastily entered it, and in a quarter 

I ef an hour embraced Juliit, Lady MelvUle was 
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Iiumour myself by liking himj while, on his sid«, 
, it might only be uomeaniiig gallantry. Mybrotlier 
lold me lliis morning he thought of making ihc 
tour wilh him; for Mr. DanTers, he is on his 
return) but whattbink you of blm, Louisa? for 
I am sure he thinks of you. Last night, when you 
returned home, he asked mamma your name and 
fuBiily-, she informed him the first; but said, ' I 
have not the honot* to be acquainted with tlie last : 
she is an auiiahlegirl; andlsincerely wish she was ' 
reluming to England, for Julia willleare her heart 
in the convent.' — ' Has she been long in France?' 
suidDaavers.' — 'Something more than eleven years: 
rrplit'd mamma; she was then about £ve; Julia 
and she went ujider the care of Madame du SainI, 
the same day.' — He politely thanked the Countess. 
for her information. — How, what think you,Loui8a? 
has not this man some reasons for his questions?' 
' 1 hope not,' replied I, ' there is a confidence 
aliont him that makes liim disagreeable; beside, 
my dear girl, from by being with you, he may 
imagine me a girl of fortune ; were he assured to 
the contrary, I dure say, I should not be worth 
a thought. ' . 

" lu fine, my dear Madam, I was at Lady 
Melville's every day for a fortnight; our English 
vbitors, during that space, never omitted paying 
ihclr comphments to the Countess. 

" One morning, when 1 went as usual, I found 
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off her hands. For Mr. Dauvers, when lie know* 
I bare ao one, except your laclysliip, who iu- 
terest themselves about me , beyond the common 
wants of nature , I hope he will thiol me unwor- 
thy , and forget any little prepossession he may 
have entertained in my favor.' ' My dear girl," 
returned she, ' Jo not distress yourself; it shall 
not, if you dislike it, he mentioned: I will answer 
Mr. Danvera as well as 1 can. — But I have 
another proposal to make you: as Mrs. Masters 
Gpoke of you as dependant on your guardian, if 
they approve it, I will take tlie trouble off their 
hands , and think myself much their dehlor. — 
I shall desire the Abhess lo propose it when 
Mrs. Masters comes, for she has no direction ti 
ihem: indeed, their paying so many years hoard 
i n advance, had always an air of privacy ; as if they 
feared more frequent payments would put them lo 
ike necessity of coming over, or giving drafts, 
hy which they might be known.' — 

' Ah , Madam .' half an hour since, I tliought 
Lady Melville could not confer on me more 
obligations than 1 had already received ; — but 
liow can I thank you for this last, this generous 
offer?' — ' By saying nothing about it,' said she, 
' but wishuig Masters may come soon, and accept 
my proposal. I have not seen Madame du Saint 
to-day ; I will go and talk of ihls matter with her. ■ 

"Lord Gray and his friend Casllebrook came in 
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toon after; the first of those grntli^iiicn appeared 
thoughtful. ' What is the matter, Augustaa?* 
said Julia. ' 1 have an extreme pain in my head,' 
replied he-, 'but !t will pass oS*, heed it not,* 
' Perfiaps the air may remove il,' said Lord Castle- 
brook; 'what say you to a walL in your ovn. 
garden? I think, it would he of esseiitiul service 
to me, if the ladies wdl favor us with their 
company.' '.4 1 tons done'.' said Julia, *ify 
mi»e to return quite well, we agree." Lord Ca( 
brook immediately olfered his hand 1 
■d Gray followed his example to me, and 
Iked into a delightful garden that joined 



" I remarked on giving my hand to Lord Gi 
B ircmWed cstreroclv. Julia and her cam] 
ion walked gaily on. 'Alas! my Lord, 1 f«a» 






:, I will call Julia back.' — 'A moment, 




1 entreat yon, charming Miss Villars — panloa 
me — pardon my abruptness, when I beg you 
to inform me whether Danvers is happy enough 
to meet your approbation.' — ' He is rather happy, 
my Lord,' said I, extremely confused, 
meeting it; the approbation of an unfortunai^ 
like me , would he of hitie service to any t 

"Thanks, amiable Louisa ! I live, I breatU 
again ; were tlie "world Danvers's, I should not 
i?nvy him, eauld I but obtain a small portion of 
tliAt gentle affection which so apparenUy beat 
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in those heaTcn-iUumined eyes — I iLen were 
Bupreinel/ blcsscJ.' ' Forbear, my Lord/ said !, 
>Tillidrawmg my liaud, ivliich as be spoke he pres- 
sed to liis lips; 'you forget what is due U> your- 
self and me; if ibis be the gallantry I have heard 
is practised in the great wuild , pray, bestow it 
where it is belter uudcratood ; tbiuk not the 
(aTors of Lady Melville bestowed on one, who 
would encourage her son to behave in a manner 
unbecoming his rank and future prospects in life.* 
^ Cruel Louisa, why tell me of favors? — to Iddy 
Melville — to the whole world, will I avow my 
unalterable affection. ' 

'' L^dy Juba bad reached the end of the walk, 
uiAow appeared in sight on her return, ' Come, 
^yKiord,' said I, ' let us liaste to meet your 
iister.* 'Pardon me, first,' returned be, ' and do 
not hate lae,' ' Promise to offend no more, and 
your pardon is granted,' ' Grant me one more 
request then, and 1 will promise any thing, and 
lieep my word with the most religious strictness.' — 
Name it, my Lord.' ' Do not engage yourself 
to mvry any one wilbin this twelvemonlb.' — 
believe I may venture to make tbat promise 
f without danger,' saidT, smiling. ' as I shall rema 
J in Ibe convent that portion of time at least.* 
■ Lord Caallebrook and Julia now joined us. 
And we hastened borne to dinner, as it grew near 
tba hour." 



^ 
u 
^ 

» 



"No sooner Trere we alone , tlian I opcneil my 
wbolc heart to Julia, and ioformed her of my 
iixed resolution of telling Lady Melville wliat had 
passed. 'Well,' saidshe, laughing, 'whatcanmy 
molhersaytoit? She, Ibclievc, would be as happy 
to see you Lady Gray, as Augustus could he to make 
you so ; but my father is a strange mortal - so let 
the year of probation pass ; he cannot steal you 
out of the convent. My mother, if she knew, 
out of mistaken duty, might tell my iatlier* and 
the poor fellow would lead an ill hfe, for daring 
to have a choice that was not made ibrough his 
Bpectaclea.' 

" We chatted best part of the night ; and in 
tbe morning, after compliments to the Abbess, 
hasted to Lady Mehille. 'Well, Louisa,' said 
ahe, 'I have given Mr,'4)anverfl as genteel a denial 
ss I possibly could, but I fear you will not get 
quit of him so easily; he regards my saying I am 
not acquainted with your friends, as an evasive 
method of excusing myself from favoring his 
pielensions.' 

" When I am entirely in the convent, as at 
your Ladyship's departure I shall be, absence will 
(sure so ill-placed a passion.' Lord Gray entering 
put au end to our discourse. ' 1 have had letters 
from England this morning,' said Lady Melvillej 
' vour father, Augustus, thinks you almost at Parisj 
tui indeed it is time you were set out.' — ', 
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9 aaad al ease ; llic uncerlainly of yonr situation 
—fear of finding your aSectioos engaged at his 
xetara — aD conspin; to torment Iiim ; for heaven's 
sake, my dear girl, ihink of htm viilh kindness j 
do not loTe Oie sister and hale the brother j 
divide your partiality between us.' — 'Good heaven 1' 
Baid I, interTupting her, ' do 1 hear you an 
advocate for disobedience and ingratitude? You 
own the uncertainty of my situation, yet urge 
me to encourage Lord Gray to act in a manner 
ihal must for ever estrange bim from bis parents. 
For shame, Julia ! shake oif this girlish folly ; nor 
let the entreaties of your brother, hurried on by a 
vootliful passion, make you forget what is due ta 
his family and honor. ' 

'Unkind Louisa? what, if prevailed on b^ Au- 
gi'.slus's sighs to step alitlle aside from duty, and 
plead bis passion, were you his sister, and I 
Louisa , would you not do as much ? I have seen 
bis uneasiness some time, and teaxed the cause 
tenia him, by promising lo he his advocate, and 
to keep bis secret involale; both which I will 
rtrietly perform.' 



" We passed the day togellier ; every 
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absence of LadyMeKille's, Julia employed in inter- 
ceding for her brother; and though I would by 
DO means promise her to think of him with tender- 
ness, to you, my dear Madam, let every secret 
•«f iny heart be discovered. I own," contintwd 



] prertfst she is quite a woman.' RemcniberiTig 
1 bow I digpleased her, iit her last visit, I accosted 
ii^lifp with the greatest respect; which made her 
ii^serve 1 was much improved in my manners as 
kKV-H as person ; that it was cntirply in her power 
lo leave nic in the convent three years longer, 
or lake me )>ack to England with her ; iLat, as 
I seemed to know how lo hehare myself, she 
.believed, she should do the latter. Madame da 
Saint mentioned the Countess's desire of having 
me with her; adding I should be equally her 
care with her own daughter. 

' I do nol know what answer to give,' said 
Mrs, Masters,' 'but will name it to the young 
lady's guardian ; if he approve it, we can inform 
the lady on our return. For you , Miss Yillars, 
prepare yourself lo leave the convent to-morrow 
morning; as I shall call for you at that time, 
and indeed must return to England as soon as 
I can a little recover my fatigue.' A tow of 
obedience was all the answer in my power; hut 
"when 1 saw her depart, my tears found way. 
'Alas !' said T, * where is this woman going to take 
me? You see, Madam, there is no hope of her 
ktting me be with Lady Melville ; nay, she fears 
you esteem me ; which makes her determined lo 
hurry my departure. Good God ! to what secret 
horrid place am I going ? Would to heaven 1 could 
die, and escupe both her and him slie cells a»f 
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Ivta Mtw wIaccJ me to lier hrotlier. 
sad ike, * receive jonr otker sister; 
Amgli Isdt, 60 md let ber be least in jovr affec- 
lim.'' Jtk uiaOei mc rapee tfiJj . ^Toor revest 
iie«aygr»Aed. Jnfia; wooM Miss ViDars deign 
to finvr me wiAi Wr friendsbip, <m mj part it 
coiiU wit be wooadflty / TouDj mmaaed to the 
annrenntioB <£ aea, I tfimmfwi out, ^ joa do 
VK boBor, Bij Lard,^— ^«iid remained silent. 
Ladr llehSe caftered ahnoit* innipdia tpl j ; and, 
mhrr oHonaB cxnp&Bents, obaenred I was grave* 
' in §rvr Tm tbe reascm, Madai^/ said Julia, ' she 
ii wdunned be&re ibt brDtb^-; I know bj mjself, 
^rticn I was in En^Jand, and for years had seen 
ao auin bflt omr old jtHj priest nbo used to say 
mass to lite nuns. I was afiraid to look mj &tber 
in tbe fiioe ; and Us croe looks did not decrease 
ffiT Icvar^^ oontiavfd die, whispering her brotbery 
too low to be beard bj tbe Countess, who had 
takm mT band. * Peace ! wild ^al : I wish Louisa 
1uid«aimcof youripirks; sbe is tdo much affected 
at I whn such a madcap: but, mj dear girl,' 
toming %5 me, ' dKwId your friends take you 
from tbe protection of Madame du Saint, as 
doiobUcss by your age they soon will, and things 
in England should not answer your wishes, in 
Lady Mdville shafl you find realised the tender 
appdktion you formerly honored me with.' — 
Lard day |oined us ere I could answer ; he h^d 
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\>ecn al ibe irindov with JoEa, and Iflj 
lli3tik llic Coanless iriili a LmL, i 
spoke tnj soul, meant rtsp«ct and i 
gratitude. ' Do Y<m know, ! 
' jou possess a treasure nitbool \ 
Miss Villot's picture.' — ' Ii b withiMitli 
indeed, Augustus, iflhaTcil,' — 'ThcB^I 
wtien you return to "West Pari, look, in the gal- 
lery at that inimitable picture of Hope, and if 
you do not allow the )U£tice of wbat I adrance, I 
iHll submit never to give mj opinion of EkeneMtS 
again.' — ' Keallv on recollection.' uid U>e, ' It is 
a strong resemblance ; but now vou talk of pKr^ 
tures, Louisa and Julia sbaU exchange port 
before the^ part : Louisa's will remind jrea, J 
bow well gravity sits on a young woman ; 
yours wilt, I bope, remind Louisa, Uul sbe t 

" Lady Melville took us, in the afternoon, fl 
the house of a painter, to wbor 
promising to finish llie miniatores in a turtnigti 
As the day was Hoe, we all preferred wal 
to the use of the carriage : just a 
borne, two English gentlemen, whom the CountCJ 
knew, overtook us; and, i 
desire to see Lord Gray before his departure, 
entreated their company to lea. ' Augusli 
Ui^ I^dy Melville, 'I bring you two welcm 

■itants, Lord Cusllcbrook and Mr. Danvers.*" 
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getting out of the chaise, I found mjself unable 
to walk, and relapsed into a sei^oad faioting ; my 
grncrous protector immediately ordered ine to 
lose Kome hlood, and to be put to lied -, assuring 
inc that he would go to Dover, and inform the 
lady 1 left there, of what had happened ; and 
llkSt he would then return, and bid nie farewel. 
" Alas ! this was our final parting ; never since 
have I seen him. Great as were my obligations, 
B sonictliing beyond even that endeared him to 
me. Perhaps my own heart, rent with painful 
Jeehngs, aj-mpathised nith one whose sensibility 
seemed yet greater than my own." Mrs. Hivers 
interrupted Louisa, by asking the ugc of the 
Blraiiger. " He appeared," replied slie, " as 
nearly as I could judge, ahout the age of forty ; 
but perhaps the pensive melancholy of his couutc- 
iiance had marked him with more years than he 
had numbered. — Mcthinks I could even now deli- 
neate every feature in his manly countenance, his 
darkexpressiveeyes, his bright brown locks lightly 
sprinkled with grey, and the indented furrows ot' 
sorrow, rather than time, on his open forehead,. 
— Pardon me, Madam," continued she, "I am 
eiraying from my narrative; yet when you recollect 
I -from what a fate this' excellent man saved me, you 
viU excuse the, overflow of a grateful heart. 

'' 4. few ho^rs after, Mrs. Masters arrived, 
l)rcatlii(ig billcr wishes against her former faro- 
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'\^ ; though I sincerfly beliere she found his 
incoDst^ncy Id herself more heinous than any 
other fault. ' To make me,' said she, ' a oon- 
vcnience, a blind I sure ncTcr was any thing so 
provoking : had I been old or ugly, 1 could hi 
pardoned it; and, fool like, 1 hare told liim youv 
guardian's name ; so I suppose vte sliall be plagUec 
with him there' 

*' I knew it was in vaiti to .reproach her 
imprudence, and only aeked where was 
generous man to wliom 1 was so much obL'gt-d ? 
'Where iahe!' saidslic: 'why, gone about his 
business, lo be sure. I think we have had enough 
of toalc coQipanioDS ; I will lake care no mure 
shall be with us : he was very inquisitive, and 
would fain have bid you faVewel; hut 1 thanked 
him for his trouble, and made an e!LCuse for 
seeing him any more.' 

" ' Merciful God ! is this ihe way you return 
thanks for such obligations in this country? 
Would to Heaven I had remained in that peaceful 
spot where I passed my infant years 1 Short as 
njy abode with the world h.-is been, I have been 
obliged to treat ibe man I detested with respect, 
and him to whom I owe more than life, with in- 
gratitude.' 

" ' Uad you informed me, Miss,' returned she, 
Lilhat you had any reason to dislike Mr. '. 
T this might have been preyealcd.* 
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being striiingly agreeable; or an estrpine color, 
wfaieh spread over her face, and tbe corpuliince of 
licr shape, which look from her every appearance 
ol' dehcacy, perhaps made me judge loo hastily. 

" She received Mr. Danvcrs with the freedom of 
«n old acquaintance; and ilie evening, between. 
Ihem, passed joyously. For my part, my ulter 
ignorance of what she lenueii hfe, though it might 
prevent my shining in their conversation, saved 
Die from compreli ending several witticisms incon- 
sislent with the sense allotted to man, and dero- 
gatory to the modesty of woman ^ at least their 
loud laughs and significant looks, made me judge 
this was the species of wit, dignified by the 
name of double enUnJre. In the course of the 
evening, Mr. Dauvers said he was obliged to re- 
turn to England in a few days, and entreated 
permission to see us safe across the waler. As 
Mrs. Masters did not seem to understand the 
language of denial, leave was soon obtained ; for 
I was too insignificant to be consulte<). 

" The following day we went to Calais, and 
the neit 1 trod on my native land \ and, not- 
wilhstanding my long absence, and that before 
I had knowledge of countries, a pleasing vene- 
ration seized me on entering it; every thing gave 
nor did 1 see a. faue, except my con- 
iuciors, but ou.wliich, to my thoughts, I could 

lijueftte beoeTolenue and rirtue. 
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teunt] sccresj. TliougK Oiv eyes were ready to 
flTerfloWj I coasUuineil iiij.(e^s till J lind ft mo* 
^ mcRtalone; then, llirowiug jBjVsII' on my kuees, 
'Alas! exelainied Iftuj suBpicioiis.-'are then vei'i-. 
£ed. — Alntiglily father, protect ikninqoeent chilli 
whom a parent lilut^hes lo owa ! for surely that is 
the secret so carefully concetxled. Alas ! J'knew I 
was a chilli of sorrow; but I am also one of shqmc ! 
My unhappy mother, too, paid dear for iher faicl 
transgression: had she been spared, wc would 
have wanilered from a censorious world, wlierc 
the duly of the child that marked her fall sliould 
have brought peace and comfort to her decliaing 
years.' 

" T)ie servant of the inn informed me the chaise 
waited; and I immediotely joiuctl Mrs. Masten, 
who observed I had been weeping, and desired 
me to leave off those vapourish humours; ' for^* 
continued she, ' I^rd Danford is such an eiiemf 
lonielau'choly, that if he only finils himself inclinetl 
to think, he immediately dissipates it by company 
or wine.' — 'Alas!' returned I, 'the lime will 
conie, when even those will be of no avnil.' — ' Ol^ ' 
chihl!' exclaimed she, interrupting me, 'a trace 
with your morality, I conjure you; we are all sa 

" We travelled post four days, at the end of 

which lime wc reached Danford-casile. In drir- 

[ up the avenue, il is impossible lo paint the 



I 
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doer, fMid examined e^ery place very Carefully ^ 
for, thougb I Lad hopes Dativerg had given me up, 
] coulfl ool cease to fear him. 

"Uaeagy tlioughts, ever basy wlien our leada 
press the pillow, obtruded themaclFes, and pre~ 
vented my sleeping ; always used to the profouadest 
Iranqaillity, the cantiaiud bustle and noise of an 
inn did not a little assist in disturbing me ; and 
I counted tbe clock strike two, ere 1 closed my 
eyes. 1 slept perfectly sound, tlU tlie maid, by 
a gentle lap, informed me it was time to rise ; as 
it waij the month of November, and the morning 
exeeeding dark, she brought a L'gbt, whicli as she 
gave to my hand, she desired me to speak low, for 
a ludy was very sick in the next room; ' and,' con- 
tinued she, ' tlie gentlewoman that came with yo« 
bo* been very angry with me for letting you sleep 
M long -, she is dressed, and already below.' 

'' X made as much haste as possible, and went 
down to the pai'lour : Mr. Danvers's servant wa* 
Standing at the door ; ' Mi's. Masters is already in 
the chaise. Miss,' said he, ' andmy master on horse- 
back' ( ibe way be travelled). I jumped into 
the chaj&e, begging pardon of Mrs. Masters, who, 
wrapped up in ber long cloke and calash, appeared 
either half asleep or violently out of humour. As 
>he made no answer to my apologies, I remained 
silent for near half an hour, when I was fihook 
from lay inattention by a church clock at sotafl 



^stance striking five. ' Bless me^ Maclam,' said 
If ^ I thought yon did' not intend to set out till 
six ^ it is now only §ye.' She still made no answer : 
a kind of horror seized me. — ' For God^s sake. 
Madam, if I haye offended you, pardon and speak 
to me.' In my energy I caught hold of her hand, 
' It is impossible to keep silence, when so beau^ 
tiful a pleader sues/ .said die^Yoice of Danyers ; 
whom, to my extreacie confusion, I now found to be 
my companion. '' 
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CHAPTER XII 



i^msA a STOUT coMTunjED. 

Fcriili ihe lovtr, wboit imperfect flaoKi 
Forgtit DMa fiaiurc of tbe nymph lie Xov'A. 

' SURPRISE for some time took from me the 
power of utterance ; tears at length coming to 
niy assistance, I endeavoured, by entreaties and 
expostulations, to persuade him to take me baclj 
but in vain ; for he was continually calling to the 
postboy to quicken his pace. Finding gentle 
methods fail, I reproached him in the bitterest 
terms; nor did I spore Mrs. Masters, whom 1 
looked upon as his conrederate. — ' Nay, stop 
there,' said he, smititig ; ' I ntust exculpate her 
from any share la the business: lUe cloke and 
calash 1 contrived to steal ; and 1 sincerely believe 
she will be as little pleased witli this aETair as 
yourself: but time, my dear girl, will, I hope, 
procure my pardon ; and a whole life, spent in 
assiduily and lendemess, efFace my fault, and 
obtain, even from that obdm'ate heart, a gentle 
return of afTeclton.' To this I returned no auswe;. 
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" One erening, as we were sitlbg afie* ^ 
supper, ' Well, Louisa,' said he, ' bos that g«'Btlfl 
heart of thiiie forgirea Darners? NaT, do not 
bhisli, for Masters bos told iiie all. Coald be 
haye applied lo me honorahlv before I saw ron, I 
should readily hayc dosed with his offer-, hut ai 
present, I believe, yoa must he arbitress of your 
own fate.' As he laid his hand on mine, 1 re- 
lumed ray thanks hy pressing it to my lips, ' Tou 
litJe enchantress!' continued he, returning niy 
compliment, ' I was determined to dislike vod; 
how have you forced lae to the opposite estreme !' 

"I expressed a wish to inform Madame dn 
Saint, and the Countess of McJrille, I wag happy. 
The Earl of Danford informed me Lord Mehille 
was at Bath; tbat himself should go there in a,*j 
few weelis, when 1 should accompany him, and. I 
agreeably surprise my friends. As I had determined < 
bis word should be law, I acquiesced ; but wrote 
hy his permision lo the AhlRss; yet I have never . 
received an ausiver. — Thus were we situated, when 
the servant one doy delivered Lord Danford a lefr* . 
ter, that came by the post ; ou reading the supe» 
scription he turned pule, his hand trembled, 
it was some tinie before he could open it. W 
ther he was sensible of this alteration in him 
I do not know; but he desired me lo retire, and ] 
return in half an hour. 

19VC had ;i letter particularly dis 
E 5 
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counterfeit swooning, ns he was pleased to term it. 
Notvitb Stan (ling his efforts to hinder me, I re- 
doiihledmycries; and a moment after heard a voice, 
desiring llie driver to stop, and inform him of the 
occaaion of those screaitas. Danvers, letting down 
the window, with dreadful imprecations ordered 
the tad to proceed; but llie person who first colled 
was not to he muTed from his purpose, as I con- 
tinued heggiiig for help and protection ; and finding 
liis request, disregarded, enforced tiis commands 
to the postboy with a cocked pistol in his hand. 
Danvers now lost all patience, and 6red at the 
gentleman, but fortunately missed liim. It pleased 
Heaven, as he drew out one pistol, I saw the end 
of another; ami, with an effort of courage more 
than I thought I possesaed, hastily seized and 
threw it out of the front window, ajmost ihe same 
moment that Danvers fired; which increased his 
rage to such a degree, that 1 believe, atthc instant, 
he would willingly have sacrificed me as well as 
my deliverer, who still held his pistol in his 
band, without alleinpliiig to fire. Danvcts thus 
baflled in his project, called liaslilj to his set vani 
to bring liim fire-arms ; but this was fortunately 
prevented, by the laquey's horse taking fright at 
the report of the pistol, and overturning his rider 
in the dirt. The unworthy Danvers, being 
acquainted with this fresh disaster, and finding 
nothing was lu be oblamed hy violence, insbted 
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' ' Our adieux were sbort : my Lwd was to con- 

,^uct me to her in lltree days : ncTer did I see 

,',<ifaim so cheerful as afler lier dcpavture ; and tlie 

.'- tiay passed with every desire of pleasure on his 

side, aiid every desire of pleasing oa mine. 

" The following day passed equally gladsome. 
Twenty times did I watch the motion of hiB 
lips, eipecling him lo thfow ofiFlhe painful mask, 
and own himself ray father. Alas! bow biiter 
the disappointment J When he, as usual, after 
dinner, reclined on the sofa, I took my placfe 
at the harpsichord. ' Do nol play to day, Louisa,' 
said he, 'your voice possesses all the music 1 wish 
to hear; eo take your seat by me, and amuse me 
with that, and in retucn 1 will tell you a secret.' 
I immediately left the inslrument — my heart was 
on my Lips, nor could I scarcely refrain throwing 
myself at his feet, for I was convinced the disclo- 
sure 1 so much wished for, was on the point 
of taking place. ' First, my lovely girl,' conti- 
nued he, 'can you forgive the neglect you have 
been treated with so many years? — a neglect 
which nothing, nol even my whole fortune, can 

" I did not give him leave to continne. 'Do 
not, my Lord,' said I, 'rend my heart fay asking 
me lo forgive ; rather let me spend my life in 
erasing any ill .impression you miglit formerly 

iceive of me; blessed wiih your approbaiion, 
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o myself no merit in 
8 I eveu welt asGured 
;cm to wish would be 
I, that 1 QCTcr will put 
unprepared a soul into 



innocence, but can claim to 
your defeat) therefore, were 
the event of a meeting you sc( 
in my favor, of this be c( 
it lu my power to send 

tlie presence of its maker,'/ Saying this, he assisted 
me in getting into the cUaise; and then followed 
himself, peremptorily ordering the driver to tuke 
.me from whence I came, and his own servant to 
lead his horse and follow the chaise. We then 
departed, leaving Dauvers stamping on the ground 
with rage. 

" I returned the stranger liianks, as well as the 
emotion of my spirits would permit ; but he, lost \a 
thought, his eyes fixed on my face, with features 
that bore strong marks of grief, made no rfply. 
Fearing he had T^iceived some, hurt in the late 
rencontre, I entreated to know if he was well; 
disturbed from this reverie, he answered , * Per- 
fectly so : my absence was occasioned by your 
extreme likeness to an angel, who for a short time 
blessed the earih ; Heaven, who saw her possessed 
of a larger share of virtues than belong to the 
human race, snatched her to her native skies.' — 
As he spoke, sensibility and manhood strove for 
mastersliip; but tenderness prevailed, and a tear 

'' He then asked me my name and family, and 
} to what part of England I was going: 1 told 1 
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poundj, bfsides alaovt lea piwdt that vas Mt af 
a sum Lonil>utIbrd pnsmird ne viah i* inm 
mrwlf in ihe EngEA feJiiow. 

" For sone boon 1 tartttUj nmitj t w uj 
lionse, so great were mj turn tt haa^ panned 
and fbrcnl h»A. Bat at le«gih, wtnoiMr «ilk 
fatigue, I reserved lo cnlcr die Ent onOa^ I avt 
with, and iaquire my war to st 
1 might get • conTejaocc lo 1 
with Lady MehiDe. 

" Bal, alas ! I was already on the boot. 
rain did I strain mv sight lo diMcm ■ li^ri hm 
ing in some cot, to direcl mj wf'arf UrfS. S^J 
vcral times was I on the point of mifci»»g ■■ i 
ground, overcome with btigoe, and 1 
with cold ; and, when I reached this Stde i 
sion, had not Tour huraanilT received me, ■■ 
time most ItaTe rcductd me ta t lifekss froicsj 
corpse." 
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getting out of the chaise, I fouail myself unabtu 
to walk, and relap3<!il into a second fuinting : my 
generous protector immediately ordered me to 
lose some Llood, and to be put to bed ; assui'Ing 
me that he would go to Dover, and inform ihc 
lady I left there, of what had happened ; and 
thai lie would then return, and hid me farewel. 

" Alas ! this was our final parting ; never since 
Lave I seen him. Great as were my obligations, 
a something beyond even that endeared hini to 
me. Perhap my own hearl, rent with painful 
feelings, sympatliised with one whose sensibility 
seemed yet greater ihan my own." Mrs. Rivers 
interrupted lx>uisa, by asking the age of the 
stranger. " He appeared," replied she, " as 
nearly as I could judge, about the age of forty ; 
but perhaps the pensive melancholy of his couiile- 
iiaace had marked liim with more years llian be 
bad numbered. — Methinks I could even now deli- 
neate every feature in his inanly countenance, his 
^lark cspressive eyes, his bnght brown locks lightly 
^ypriaklcd with grey, and the indented furrows of 
her tlian time, on his open forehead., 
c— Pardon me, Madam," continued she, "I am 
ftraying from my narrative; yet when you recollect 
1 fate this excellent man saved me, you 
will excoae ih^ overflow of a grateful heart. 

" 4. few hours after, Mrs. Masters arrived, 
I)£$aU)Uig,bUt(ir wi^l^e^., against ber former £ 
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*' At I one E offended juu bj pi fading ibc cause of a lorcr, 
1 pioinue lu oBead im maro { di( fMion 1 mil iDfora yao 
of wbea ne meet : uU when, belim me impatient, 

"JULIA. 
lireetuin to joar linbiia- 
«ipa] iim in Kendal an 



" P.S. As yon have HI 
tiuD, ibe chaise nil! be a 
tile firit »[ March." 



" I flm extremely pleased with your amiable 
friend," said Mrs. RWers ; '■ yet a aclfisL ifaought 
almost rUes, to ■wish you was entirely my own." 
" And, after such o wiib, ray dear Madam," re- 
turned Ijouisa, " ean I ever leave you, to whom I 
owe my preservation ? No ! Lady Melville is gene- 
rous, and, when she is acqoainled how happily I 
amsituated,wil\not wiahme pained by leaving it." 

" Nor will I, for so selfish a consideration, 
imprison you amongst those desolate hills. Believe 
mc, my child, this journey will be productive of 
good. Lady Melville's partiality will seek, into 
the secret of your hirth; which- divulged, may 
remove the cloud that hangs on modest merit, 
unaccompanied by wealth. 16>ihat shouhl be the 
, case, 1 do not hid you remember me ; your good- 
ness of heart needs not ibat caution. I know 
j'«u will sometimes think of the cottage, and the 
bosom that feels for you almost maternal tender- 
ness, As I own a parent fondness, the care of 

tliaracler must not be wanting. Mary shall ^ 
go to Kendal, and buy what is npces.sary to 



I you trusted 
lot deign to 
my guar«liau.' 
1 proper 

ostay 
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" ' True, Madam ; but your ■ 
I me must escuse mine; 
, Danvera with what jou did i 
e and family of a 
Whether she saw her imprudeacc i 
colors, I do not know J but she made no an 
" The next morning we set off, but made n 
when we reached London ; which made mi 
jeclure, thai her ori.ginal design of staying a night 
there, was in compliment to her fallen favorite. 
, " As we advanced on our road to the north, 
I she grew more communicative, and said, had she 
VOt foolishly told Danvers ray guardian's title, 
who, die now informed me, was the Earl of 
Panford, she would not have mentioned ihe 
runaway scheme ; Kul os, in all probability, 
Danvcrs would apply to him, it would be better ■ 
die secret came from us. As she seemed more 
b.ind to me lUan usual, I was careful not to appear 
03 ifl thought tills caution was for her own sake ; 
but entreated her, now I ivas in my own country, 
lo inform, me if my parents had any relations to 
whom I might pay my duty. ' Your mother,' said 
she, ' died soon after you was born ; and for 
relations, regard Lord Danford as the nearest you 
possess ; but he careful ilot to let him tliiuk you 
know it; as it would be of no service to you, and 



ruin me for betraying the t 



it reposed ii 



" I thanked her, and promised the most pro- 
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■■J ' The morning at length arriTcd which was to 
f^ part our iGriends^ whom the cement of kindred 
.' minds had ^united in bonds so strong as to make 
^} die separation painful. After repeated embraces^ 
V- diey sighed their adieux; andLouisa^ with slow 
t «tep^ and an eye ofteii cast back; lost sight of the 
h firiendly cottage. 



I various agitations I feU'-' wspect, affection, duty, 
r, alternately ppss^^sed me ; for I Iiad strongly 

t jpei'suadeJ mysflT, troai Mrs. Masters's mptliod of 

■ ipcoking, LorA^anford must be my folhpr. Tlie 
atght of a.-ldiig'-absent daugLter, thought I, -will 
atvake nature, so long doripanl in his bosom ; and 
I shaU'forget iheir painful secresy in the arms of 
a parent. 

■''Vain, flattering hope! liow many painful 
hours dost tliou imooth over with pleasing expec- 
tation .' 

" We reached the gate — a large bell gave notice 
of our approach — the door opened — I entreated 
the favor of Mrs. Masters's sails, by the help of 
■which I followed her to tlie house ; on entering 

' .which, I found she must be a person of some 
account, by the deference paid her by several 
domestics who attended. ' Where is my Lord ?' 
caid she; ' does he know I am arrived?' — ' No, 
'Madam,' repbed one of the servants j ' but I will 
inform him of it immediately.' ' No,' said she, 
' I will surprise him myseK.' — So saying, she made 
.a sbght apology for leaving me, and ordered the 
man to show me inlo a parlour. 
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for change of air and amusement, to several of 
the watering-places, and. lastlj, to Bath; atwhich 
place we received a letter from Madame du Saint, 
vhich mentioned your removal, and her fears on 
your account. As 1 had projnised Augustus to 
acquainihim with all the news I heai-d concerning 
jou, I commuuicated this unwelcome intelligence j 
and the return of the post hrought letters from hfm 
to my falher, to entreat his permission to return 
liome, like a true knight- errant, I suppose, to seek 
his mistress. But that very day ray falher had 
been advised to go to Spa; and, instead of the 
expected permission, my mother's letters desired 
Augustus to meet us at that place. 

" Strict orders were left at the town-house, If 
any letters came, to forward them with all possible 
dispatch, as we were in continuul expectation dfj 
bearing from you. Augustus joined us three dajvj 
after our arrival atSpa ; but so pale, so dispirited^ T 
that Lad)' Melville began to fear nhnost as mueh I 
for him as my father. Lord Caitlebrook cantg J 
with him to Spa. Tou know he showed mc 
liltle attentions at Abhcrille; and travelling di9 J 
not seem to have made him forget his former J 
attachment. ^Vhelher it «vas'his kindness to mj^ 
brother, or tlial I feared, being naturally humane, I 
reducing liitu to a similar state with Augustus, i 
V not, but I certainly heard him with com-'fl 
which he intei-preting to his < 
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said he; the deatUy pale ofhifi 
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^^K , " ' R!se, child,' 

^^H counteiiADce giving -way to a burning crimson', 

^^H 'you owe me ao thanks; nor can I at present 

^^1 receive you as I could frish.' 

^^r " The Earl was a handsome man, apparently 
between fifty aud sixty ; of a commanding air, 
and an eye so penetrating , ibal wlien I found it 
Jixect on me, I shrunk, as conscious of some defect. 
Though my confusion was great, the Earl's was 
equal; and three days passed, before our looks 
could meet, without a visible confusion on his side. 
" How amiable, thought I, is the Earl's disorder, 
on being reminded by the inoocrntproof of a long- 
espiated fault ! yet how painful to a feeling heart, 

klo' think a parent viows us with repentant eyes! 
• ' " A few days wore off Ijord Danford's gravity, 
»nd conquered my timidity. I studied his temper 
with the greatest assiduity, calling forth evi'ry 
tittle talent I possessed to amuse him. I sung to 
him, read to him ; and, as he usually lay on the 
sofa an hour aflcr dinner, he begged me to 
appropriate that time to tite harpsichord; and I 
was soon convinced he regarded me not only w ilh 

»»n eye of friendship, but nffi^ction. Happy as I 
ihought myself to gain ground in Lord Danford's 
'esteem, yet I felt sensibly hurt at some little faniili- 
I arities that passed between bim and Mrs. Masters, 

'«8 it gave me room to dimk his conduct itol so 
irreproachable a 
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disguise with lady Melv-iile ; to ter will 1 disclose 
all ; ihen relire to mj beloved coltagp, till Lord 
Melville, actuated by nobler motives, shall do 
justice to himself and family." Lonisa woulJ 
have coutinued, ' but a suppressed sigh shook 
bcr voice, and almost discovered ber words did 
violence to her inclinations. 

" And so," said Julia, laughing, " lo an 
you methodically : — First, you are sorry my 
ther still loves you. Pardon me, if I disbeliew 
you a little. — Secondly, I promised to plead 
more for him. Agreed ; if so handsome a fellow 
as Augustus, wllb foarteen thousand a year, can- 
not plead for himself, let him go without, for 
Julia. — Thirdly, you will inform Lady Melville, 
Thei'e, my dear girl, Augustus has the adrantage 
of you; he has told already; and the first iaformfr 
Has always the best of the story. — Fourthly and 
lastly, for myself, 1 think it is best you treat my 
brollier with Icaily, aud become my sister, custo- 
mary forms observed, as soon as convenient ; a« 
that will cut off-Danvcrs'a hopes entirely, and 
prevent him and Augustus quarrelling. For Ixird 
Danford, if he dare dissent, tlie law shall force 
him to do justice." 

" And were the whole world to consent — 
pardon Epiy pride, Julia," — said Louisa, " never 
would I give an unknown beggar to the ai'ms of 
r rtie man 1 esteem." 
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to tnc, Louisa,' said he, wliea I caroe bocli, ' 
it puis me la ihe disagreeable necessity of parling 
with ^ou for some shorl lime- but you shall not 
f^O far distant, nor yet must your absence be long ; 
I shall feel it too severely. — Masters shall go first, 
and prepare for your receplloa : I will conduct 
jou to your rclreat myself; it is not more than 
EiSi miles; and, miser-like, I shall daily £leal time 

" I asked lilm when it was bis pleasure I should 
depart. ' Oh, thejc is no hurry,' returned be ; 
* we are safe fur lias week. 1 have some young 
fellows coming to pay me a visit ; and 1 do not 
wish to endanger their peace by sliowing them 
so fascinating a creature as yourself.' 

"Bad Ihe conapliments I received from Lord 
Danford proceeded £rota any other person, I 
ehould have beard ibcm wilh disgust ; but, per- 
Euoded they came from a parent, whose growing 
partiality would oneway own me without hltisb- 
ing, self-love prevailed ; and the sudden transi- 

•ti(m my appearance had made in the Earl, from 
■version to sflectioDj almost mad« me think I 

.'de^rved tbeoi. 

*' Mrs. Masters recraveil ibe nevps of her journey 
with apparent disgust : tliough she did not vcntuic 

!to distent from the Eoj'i, yet her looks plainly 
indicated, ibal her words, had she given them veal, 

iWfloid not hiic Itecu of the taoU uliarijig sort. 



LOUISA. 
tuC' l>y acquainling me with her misfurti 
j'el am I not at liberty U> dUdose cither those 
her aame. Suffice it, to ace her 'm to admire ht 
to know her is to Iqvb her, and jiarting from her, 
is painful. So toliillj is slio sequestered, that 
though sbe has reason to think a good forli 
recoTcrable, gW would rallier relinquish 
than mix with the world, to which she has 
so bitter a dntaste." 

" Every blessing attend her," returned Lord 
MelvjUe i " and may she never meet an Inti'uder 
Viho venerates her virtues less than myself I" 

Oui' young ftieniJs chatted nway the evening, 
till the clock struck twelve ; at which time the 
ladies wished Lord Melville a good night. 

The neit morning they began their journey; 
Julia and Louisa in the chaise, Lord Melville on 
horsehackj and lliree servants attending; but as 
lillle passed on the way, except affectionate atten- 
tion on one side, aud blushing on the other, we 
will pass over the ihice days which brought them 
safe to West Park; where Lady Melville received 
Louisa in a manner, which plainly evinced merit 
to her was more estimable than gold. 

Lord Castlebrook became their visitant 
after, not atflll to the dislike of Julia; whose 
i.ideed, spoke the language of unconcern ; v 
her eyes, dii'ected only by nature, sparkled 
added brighiticss. 
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I remember nollung but ^our gotxli 

own unworlLiness.' 

Sweet girl! then let me seal my pardon hj 
piessing to my heart the ouly delight it has filt 
for maoy years: yes, Louisa, from your birili 
until within these few weeks, never have 1 kuo^vn 
pleasure : it again dawns on my 90ul, aad in yoiir 
arms diiill 1 fiud it reaiised.'' So saying, he eia- 
braced me with an ardour so kr from jtleasing, 
ihat my heart, which the moment before had 
almost ^rung to meet him, shrunk to her native 
seat, overcome with fear and coufuaon. 
I ■' ''Wliat is tlie matter, my lovely gii'I?' *aid 
he, seeing I Irembled ; ' do yourepent your gentle 
forgiveness?'— 'No, my .Lord ; but teU me. 1 
-beseech you, whom I sliould forgive? lu lliid 
posture,' continued I, kneeling before him, ' let 
me intreat you to disclose the promised secret, 
••nd dispel the mist lliat'overwhi,'lms me.' 

" ' Whom,' said he, agaip pressing me to hts 
srms, ' but your lover, whose heart, life, and 
fortune, ait yours ?' 

'■ ' Good heavens ! — lover !' repeated I, fal- 
tering, and rising fi*om n»y bumble postui'e ; —, 
' What do you mean, my Lord ?" 

" ■ Mean !'• relumed Le; '1 mean, you have 
too long beeu depcndenii henceforward, mistress 
of my fortune, I .ssk but to live in your smiles, 
and. repose cii ibot soft hospm,' As he spok«, 
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RclalionsWp!' repeated hc; bis looks becom- 
ing paler than even the pam of his wound hadocca- 
Btoned; Wliat wretch told you so? — But liegone, 
girl, and drend my revenge.' As he spoke, he 
threw rae the key of ihe door; which, till ihal mo- 
ment, I knew not was locked. 

" 1 instantly quitted the chamber, and the mo- 
.ment tkfier heard him violently ringing llie bell For 
assistance, as J suppose, to dress the wound. 

" Great as were my terrors at this moment, a 
fear of still greater insult determined me inunedi- 
alely to (juit the house as privately as possible, be- 
fore he bad I'mie for recollection; as he then might 
use means to prevent it. 

" I descended by a pair of backstairs to the 
garden; which crossing. I reached a little door 
that opened to the road; then, commending my- 
self to that Power that had hitherto protected me, 
I began my weary nalk. 

" The night was clear and frosty; the moon 
shone bright -. all was perfectly serene, cscept 
between whiles the screams of owls, which broke 
on the stillness of the night and gave fresh speed 
to my trembling steps. 

" I measured some miles before my fears gave 
me time to recollect, 1 knew not where I wnS 
wandering ; and that the clothes I had on were 
my iU. 1 had that day been ont with' Lord Dan- 
ford, which occasionsd my hating '^" o"? ritling- 
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■-'Came, yt genironi loiadi, in nhine nidc diongbl, 

or all IiLb worka, crealive Baanly buriu 
VVith Tvarmest beaiD, and, un j oat d|icu Trout 
And liberal eje, sils, from liis dark relreat 
Inviting modest wnntl 



. LOUISA ceased j and received the tlianb of 

U.rs. RWei'S. " But ;ou cannot etitl suppose this 

fficked man 10 be jour father?" said sbe. ''Soine 

L ;fatal truth lurks under this veil of secresj: but 

.degrade not nature so far, aB to think it produces 

k ^ ahocLing a mODiittr. It is more probable yo» 

T ^c really an orjthiin, that should possess more 

a he likes to port with ; for what Masters said 

might unly he to prevent questions." 

"Ishoiild be entirely of your opinion," re- 
lumed Louisa, " but the visible horror he ucder- 
■went, at the bare mention of relationship, half 
cotillrmed the dreadfn! surmise." — '• Dreadful 
Indeed," replied the latly : " but banish tli£ idea: 
|j]roushall write to La:!y MelviUe, and inform her 
I of jour ni!^forlun::3 j she tnny assist vou in n 
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lib i:.omsA, 

For Lord McItiIIc, actuated by an honorable 
pasMon, be sought not to disguise it^ he vie'wed 
Louisa -with admiration, and spoke of her with 
rapture. Hor was Lady Melville less partial ; she 
carpfuHy watched her son, and young friend; 
hoping to find mutual affection: but Louisa, more 
guarded than Julia, gave no reason to suppose she 
felt aught but esteem', except now and tb«n a 
rebel sigh escaped her al any particular atteni 
paid her by the Earl. 

Thns situated were our lovers, when the Coi 
tess, being one day alone with Louisa, sddrei 
' ker as follows : " I have for some time watched 
you with -an inquiring eye, my dear Louisa : 
Augustus lives but in your presence; and my peace, 
I own, is centered in bis. Ibuve not been able to 
judge if you see liim with the partiality I could 
wish : if you do, I shall he happy lo enihraoe as mj 
daughter her wlio already possesses my afiection : 
if otherwise, though disappointed, believe me, 
XiOuisa, my friendship shall never leave you," 

" My dear Madani," returned Louisa, " in what 
manner are you addressing a wretched girl, whose 
only pride is her dependence on Lody Melville ! 
You say, the Earl's happiness depends on nie — Ah ! 
Madam , "were fortune and birth mine, my heart 
would quickly make return; or were 1 only poor, 
your generosiiy would make me forget that : but I© 
have the mou I esteem beyond the whole world. 
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poinled at for marrying a woniou who knew nut 
Ler owQparents — believe me, 1 coulil not sup- 
port it," 

" InJeed, Louisa," relumeil the Countess, "Idiit 
not imagine you so proud : but Lord Danford shall 
lie obliged to own your birlh. After sucli base bc- 
iiaviour, he dares not claim you ; or, if be should , 
my interest is as great as bis. Besides, you are of 
an age to ehoose another guardiaoj which you shall 
do when we remove to town. In ibe mean time, if 
you can see Augustus wilb partiality, h.ippy will* 
each other, you may smile at the world, and despise 
its calumny; but, in case you do not approve him, 
] should be sorry he should nourish a passion that 
would embitter his future days," 

"Ah, Madam!" said Louisa, "pardon me ; my 
heart's above my situation : did I possess worlds, I 
could be happy to be allied to Lady Melville; but, 
as It is, bow must I be wounded to feel myself the 
only blemish in an honorable family !" 

" Tliink. of this matter at your leisure, Louisa," 
relumed Lady Melville ; " nor let an overstrained 
delicacy deprive you of real happiness. For the 
present, retire, and calm a confusiorv visible ht 
your looks; nor let Augustus or Juiia guess my 
business by j-our disorder, — He must be his own 
advocate; 1 only mention my wishes." 

Louisa dill not stay for a second permission to 
pe, hut hastened to her chamber. " 'Why i 



LOUISA. 
thai eoon* you? I know yon lo»e Lord Melrillr. Wliy 

Ihen make yonrself voluntarily nnliappy by refuMog hin? 
Why plani ihoras in ihc bosoms of Lady MeliillF, aod joar 
friend Julia 7 I kuow yoa have m liigb state of Favor* : 
Will ibis be a. kind relarn for ihuii niciiifd fram ibi* 
amiable faniily? One momcnl't recnllcclion, onil jou 
temples nill vanish; and by ylaldiug 10 itieir vriilici, yoa 
nill secure your on n happiness. 

'' I hate DO duuht but Lady Mclrilte will oblige yoar 
gnardian to discover yoni' riimilj ; in ibe knowledge of 
which, should any citcumslance arise ibal may appear 
jioiuful, I conjure you 10 flispel ii : no bnppinest is perfecl. 
'Tis an oQence to ibe Almigbiy to repine ai Yvhat cacnoi be 
BtQided: receive not his present bounty »ilh an anlhaokrul 
hearl. Forgive me, iny dear Looiia ; I trust this caulion 
tiill be Biuieetuary i ycl I Would have yon fare-nrnied. 
Lei what will hnppea, io Lady MsUiHe yoit will have a 
mother — in me, a sympalbising friend— in Lor4 Meliille, 
■ dearer friend than eiilier. 1 jpeak thus candidly, as I 
feel yoDT faappineu i> oecessary towards maintaining ihs 
traaqsillitT Tvilh so mnch difBenlly uiublisbed in my owa 
breait. Wert jou not muioally enamoured of each vll'er, 
I WDold be the last 10 press ynu 10 enter n state which 
noiliing but on QDion of souls can mnhe perfecily happy. 
'The glare of ricbrg is deceitful; and the pleasures (bey 
biiug tfto cloying tu be lasting; the chimera aoou laoishcs, 
and liSTfs ibe mind, whose heppioess was built i>o so 
(ransitory a fotrndotion, to seek anew. Divest Lord Mel- 
rille of forttiae, be ia young, sensible, handsome; UDiI 
wbnl is slill tuperior, he is viriuoos, and loves you wilb 
onbounded passion. Tou enttilaiu the same sentimeDLs 
for liim. Thus silanled, had you oaly enaugh 10 procura 
the coBveoiences of life betneen yon, I should be ibe Grsl 
Io idiise juu 10 let yoor hand jbllow your heavl, Baniib 
ihea, my sweet girl, the giitQt piidej it tvilt wid^Dtfc 
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Iiapiiiufsi; which, \v)itii Tar oattlrippMl, ivill culmishrnl 
look, and htave a iheii unarailing tigh. Thm, mt lovril 
child, have 1 girfn juii mj spnlimtuu ttcdj ; perbsps jott 
may ihink loo Fretlj-^ boi mj heart is raj pto ; 
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lo be the gleim of comfoTt 



Louisa reaJIier friend's letter with <IvUg}il, as 
mucli for [he friendship of the writer, as fi,r ihe 
ad>ice, 'ttliii-ti her own beart prompted her to 
pursue. " Well," said she, kissing the letter, and 
pressing it to her bosom, " 1 hOI iliiiA ibis a 
mutber's pirrmis-sion. Pleasing idea.' — 1 will be 
Lord Melville's; and endeavour, hj assiduity and 
tenderness, to make him forget the disproportion 
Heaven has placed Lctwern us. Yes, generous 
Augustus! I n ill no longer force my Epalures lo 
wear the cold traits of indiOerence, but return a 
passion ferTentas thine; tempered alone with femi- 
nine df licacj and gratitude." 

Louisa's soliloquy bad probahljr con tinned some 
time longer, bad she not seen, front her wiotluw, 
Ladj Melville, attended by her 3'onng friends, 
crossing a walk, at some distance from the house. 
Hastily putting on her hal. she determined to join 
tliem : but they were too distant to be immediately 
overtaken-, and the walk being serpentine, made 
the search more diflicull. For a while she w.ilkrd 
ia fruiUcss expectation, unld, turning round <t 
F 6 




iding at tfais \ca(y mazr, stie suddenly met 
rd MclTxJle alone, his cjes and llioughts decp^ 
3 iitllt' portrait, wliieli he seemed lo view 
with Inexpressible tenderness. If iliis sudden 
meeting disconcerted Loaisa, Lord Melville waa 
scarcely Itss confused j but, returning t)ie mloia- 
ture to his bosom, which, indeed, appeared its 
common residence, he first broke silence. " Tliis 
is unexpected bappincss, mY dear Miss Villars. 
Mj' motber deprived herself and us of ibe pleasure 
of your company in our walk ; as you were, she 
said, engaged by letters you bad just received. 
Accompanied by Julia, she left me, to visit some 
of ber poor pensioners. When I parted from 
ibem, I had no idea of being so greatly compen- 
Mted for their absence." — " Indeed, my Lord," 
relumed Louisa, " I did not expect to meet you 
ftlone, and am extremely sorry to break in upon 
your con lem plat ion." To say the truth, tbe fiend 
jealousy, who often lies in wait to give the Hearts 
of lovers a pang, found an avenue in that of Louisa, 
■where he bastily entered, and shed his banefiJ 
ioiluencc. " Am 1 ever doomed," said Lord 
Melville, " my dearest Louisa, to give you sorrow 
in what occasions me tbe bigbest rapture ! Tbe 
company of my mother and sister is pleasing; but 
yours alone, sweet maid, would almost make mc 
forget the deity created more than yourself." 
" I fcincy," returned Louisa, " gt^nllf men are so 



accustomed to compliment, that sometimes they 
bestow them incbscrimiaalelj', at the triiling expense 
of siucerity." 

'" Unkind surmise!" replied he, " wheB you 
know I should think my life and fortune cheaply 
bestowed, to purchase you content ! — A fortune, 
which, if you refuse loshore, Iwillahandon. Yes, 
Louisa, if you hale me, England, friends, fortune] 
all will I leaye, accompanied only by 
thotigh a fainl resemhlance of you, will alwa^ 
cheer my heart with a smile." 

" 1 liavc even thought the partiality with which 
you honored me the greatest misfortune to your- 
self and family, my Lord," said Louisa ; " hut too 
dearly should I pay for that partiality, by accept- 
ing a divided heart. The face that, perhaps 
uoknowing hulf your \irtues, con always nieet 
you with a smile — a smile which you own can 
drive sorrow from your breast — what may It iiot 
effect ! — Time will ripen esteem to love — and you 
will,! hope, he completely blessed." Louisa would 
have continued, but restrained sighsmade utterance 
painful) and she endeavom^d to conceal her feel- 
ings from her lo\er, by quilting him ; but he, on 
whom her emotion was not lost, catching her 
hand, said, " You must not leave me, Louisa; I 
have never offered you a divided heart. I call 
heaven lo witness, I have nohnp]iines3 but what 
Lceutered in you ; lo behold you wilb rap lur^ 
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-Ss facing, he 

t, and preKDted 

LaaHa," said he, 

" i* (krre not MTTaitj ami pfJgatM enoogli in 

[ |bU i>tij;rltc Imc, to bMBib pMdU feelings, and 

,■ ibc toul all hknaooLT? "I» plain to a com- 

I aMii vbMTTrr, bm bow Badk bm« cotispluous 

iu«, wbo bate liung boon on each feature 

tiilh iH«rrM«flf r*|>ture! Fran the first lirae I 

i Mw notti 1 Iwuud jou so cMfDlial to my peacf, 

tiui 1 JrU-nMuMid h> persuade (he painter, la 

ttboM vou >ut, U> rkrcutf two pictures instead 

I ^^ utui. tic oUi^ml me : and I left Abbeville, 

lltwu|rhiii^ ill tttc ttratA^nt by which 1 possessed 

, In |L«i4L«I lr««fture^ faiuljr hoping the time would 

VMitc-, M beu I luigbl repeat taj tows tg the on- 

i ihM I ik'lv vliVred (o bcr shrine. Bitter 

twlitHiui '.-^My pwsioa is onl/ endured, 

I uiJ bi-oiher of two much ea- 



iMc lutjiwtlii," rejJied Louisa:."! 
||d .'Ul.'Jvdtc, tilvlusive of the love 1 bear 
■ikUr ; aud m; unJuppy prosprcts 

It* ItltUMV ll>4« IBJt 3«llimCDt»."rrT - 

k vv^tubtii.viwkw ^ But should I be^j 
<1k^' ^<s iutibi^uUy wbi 



share a fortune of no ?alue to me withotit jotir 
acceplauce ? Promise, saj- you will not reject a 
man who adores jou." — " I know not how to 
answer jou, my lord," returned Lonisa : "should 
30U be suecessful, and my origin not bring di»- 
grace with it, I — I" — "Nay, no comlllions," inter- 
rupted Lord Melville: " on whom would you sot 
confer honor? Banish ihe*e humiliating notions, 
which I am cnnTiaced you will find groundless." 
Julia at this moment made her appearance; per- 
haps never less to the satisfaction of her brother, 
though much to the relief of Louisa, who began 
to End her situation very awltivard ; as her 
tongue seemed almost to have forgotten theIed«ons 
her head had taught it, and acting as auxiliary la 
her heart. "Indeed, good folks," said Julia, 
laughing, " I think you might have had politeness 
enough to inform me of [his assignation: I woulil J 
have brought my Strephon, and made a parlr't I 
carrif. We might have chimed in altogether ta i 
prettily, with "love and dove," and "dart and 
part;"— hut you were so selfish to haveonly a duel, 
though you knew my enLvening strains wouhl 
have been of infinite service to tlie concert." 
" The assignation, mj wild sister, as yon 
■rely accidental," 



d Melville: 



' Miss Villars came to seek v 



d fortunate enough ta meet her, and intreat 
e h«r ejcort;' 




by the band, " 1 have a right lo a pari of |jer 
offecltoii, as I freely give you up a Ihiri! of my 
mother's: that return will keep tip the Jbalunce." 

" My dear young lady," returned Marr, " it 
it not to me any thanks are due, hut lo my amiable 
mistress; to her I will tonvey them." 

In short, our little company were mutually 
pleased with each oilier; till soon after dinner, 
Mary reminded Louisa she must bid her farewei, 
as the walk was long, and the old man slow. 

" I wish not to intrude, Madam," said Lord Mel- 
riUe ; " but permit me lo attend you : the diaise 
sliall stop where you please, at some distance 
from your hahitalion, if most convenient; and 
Ixniisa will hate the satisfaction of knowing you 
got home in safety." 

Our young friends oTCr-ruled nil Mary's objec- 
tions ; who, afler an aBTeciionale farewel, at- 
tended by Lord Melville, reached the old man's 
collage; where, after repeated tlianks, he bade 
her adieu. 

Juha was not displeased to be alone with Louisa, 
as she wished lo be more parlicularly informed 
of whal had happened since their separation ; and 
likewise to repose in her bosom a reciprocal con- 
fidence. 

"About six months ago, my dear Louis.i.' 
said she, " my fatlier gi'ew visibly worse, and llie 
goul seemed to threaten his stomach: we weni. 



advaniage, one day, in n»y absence, made pvopo- 
1 eals to Lord and Lady Mtlvdlc, »liicli ended in 
his obtaining tbe Earl's consent, and my being 
desired lo receive tils visits. Some days after this, 
v.-\ial we dreaded, happened ; the gout reacbetl 
' ■ the Earl's stomach, and deprived n)e*ofa parent. 
Though Lord Melville was naturally severe, aod 
did not make the aUo'wance fur youth and inat- 
tention which some parents can, yet was be po&- 
ficssed of an excellent heart, and my mother 
mourned him with unfeigned sorrow. In ibis 
state your letter found us ; and in weeping over 
your troubles we half forgot our own. Though 
then assured of your safely, I believe Augustus 
painfully withheld himself D'om seltiog out post 
for England, which we only reached eight days 
since ; that being as soon as Lady Melville eoidd 
travel, who is now not more than a hundred and 
twenty miles trom usj at her seat in Kolting- 
bamsbire." 

"Happy and proud as I am, my dear Julia," 
eaid Louisa, " at Lady Melville's and your par- 
tialis for me, 1 am hurt at your suggestion that 
Lord Melville remembers what I had hopes was 
quite forgotten ; nay, your own letter flattered me 
It was so : you said you would plead no more in his 
lavor; which made me conjecture be bad made 
a worthier choice, and that you had si-en your 
former imprudence. But never vrill I we^ 
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" Well, well," returned Julia, •' I know you 
and I eWU never agree on litis multcr; so must 
leave you to wiser lieads tliau miur." 

Our young friends then cliaAged the subject, 
and cliatted on indifTerent matters, till the return 
of Lord Melville. " 1 liave done myself the 
pleasure, Miss 'Vlllars," said he, " to attend your 
friend as far as she would permit ; she excused 
herself from accepting my company farther, saying 
the road was impassable fur a carriage, aud the 
old man was ft sufficient safeguard ; as vice SQtight 
wore frcquentedpaths than those untrodden moun- 
tains. Seeing I should oblige her by my absence, 
1 bade her adieu. But is it possiltle women caa 
assume courage enough to live alune jn this unfre- 
quented moor?" 

" Very possible, my Lord," returned Louisa ; 
" What hare the virtuous lo fear? Beside, tl»e 
babilaliou is so lost Itetweeu the hills, that uo one 
but a wanderer like myself could have found it. In 
the two months that I have been there, never have 
1 Been a human creature, except my two friends, 
and the iuhahitants of the colUge where you left 
Mrs. Bennet: even the butcher, that supplied us 
with meat weelly, left it at that place. My friend, 
though possessed of no superfluities, has ever a 
hand and heai-t open to the unfortunate : with the 
liappy, shehasnointercoiu-se: dead to her friends, 
tihe w ishes to be go to all the world. She has hoot 
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when present, %nd to conlemplalc yonr loved 
image ■when absept ; as witness, when yoa met 
me, who was my companion?" — So saying, be 
drew the portrait from his bosom, and presented 
the image of herself. " Behold, Louisa," said he, 
" is there not serenity and gentleness enougli ia 
this angelic face, to banish painful feelings, and 
make the sonl all harmony? 'Tis plain to a com- 
mon obsarTer, but bow much more conspiuons 
to Die, who ha\e bung hours on each feaiurc 
with increasing rapture! From the first time t 
saw you, 1 found you so essential to my peacf*, 
that 1 determined to persuade the paintcT, to 
wbom you sat, to execute two pictures instead 
of one. He obliged me; and 1 left Abbeville, 
triumphing in the stratagem by which 1 possessed 
so greald treasure : vainly hoping the time would 
come, when I might repeat my tows to the ori- 
ginal that 1 daily offired to lier shrine. Bitter 
disappointment ! — My passion is only endured, 
as 1 am the son and brother of two much es- 
I teemed friends." 

" Tou accuse me unjustly," replied Louisa ; . " I 
esteem Lord MeWille, exclusive of the love 1 bear 
his mother and sister ; and my unhappy prospects 
in bfeare more his enemy than my seuliraents." — 
" Amialile condescension! But should 1 be fortti- 
natt! enough to clear the aitihiguily wliich gives 
you »o much uneasiness, lULiy f Lope )i>u will 
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share a fortune of no ralae to me wittiout your 
acceptance ? Promise, say you will nol reject a 
man who adores you." — " I know not how to 
answer you, my lord," rMiirned Louisa : "should 
you be successful, and my origin noi bring dis- 
grace with it, I — I" — "Nay, no conditions," iuler- 
rupled Lord Melville: "on whom would you not 
confer honor? Banish these humiliating notions, 
which I am GonTinced you will find groundless." 
Julia at this moment made her appearance j per- 
haps never less to the satis&ction of her hrother, 
though much to the relief of Louisa, who began 
to End her situation very awkward ; as her 
tongue seemed almost to have forgotten the lessons 
her head had taught it, and acting as auxiliary to 
her heart. "Indeed, good folks," said Julia, 
bughing, " I think you might have had politeness 
enough to iiiform me of this assignation : I would 
have brought ray Strephon, and made a parti'e 
earrie. We might have chimed in altogether so 
prettily, with " lore and dove," and " dart and 
part;" — but you were so selfish to have only a duet, 
though you knew my enlivening strains would 
liave been of infinite service to the conee. 

" The assignation, my wild sister, as you a 
pleased to term it, was merely accidental," i 
Lon) Melville : " Miss Villars came to seek y 
1 was &rlunate enough lo meet her, and intrevt 
lobe Lor escorl." 
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** And you souglit me — every wUctc but where 
I was to be fouad. We have heen at home this - 
half hour. But, a-propos — I came to Icll you 
dinner waits. Louisa, will you nerer leave off that 
abominable habit of blushing? I am shuc^ked to 
think a French education so ill bestowedj for joa 
have imported as much mauvauie honle, as though 
you had been bred in a northern village all your 
life ; for Heaven's sake, don't lake basUfulness to 
London wthyou! Ishall have youceldirateil by 
the name of The Handsome Villager. If you will 
but take pattern by me, I have no doubt we shall 
be ibe tan next winter, and reap the inexpressible 
delight of giving the jaundice to every belle that 
dares oppose our conquests." 

" I had rather, my dear sister," said Lord 
Melville, " that you would take a lesson from 
Louisa. The Handsome ViUager will be a more 
pleasing name, than The MurtiGed Coquette ; 
wliieh I fancy is oflen the fate of your sisters of 
the tan." 

" Well said, Sir- Gravity," replied Julia ; — 
"What! yon would wish to engross all our smiles? 
But I say. No. — Let our charms shine at larf^e, 
and cheer nil mankind with their beams." 

"I am happy," relumed Louisa, " to think ray 
beams are too weak to spread iheir iiiQoenoc Forj 
as that may prevent the receiving compliments 
I know not how to answer. 
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'' A compliment well saked, howerer^ child," 
said Julia. ^' Paj it lor me^ Augustus ; I am not 
in tbe hamon'*- 

The ladies then accepted each an arm of Lord 
Melrilkj and hastened home to dinner. 
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Why plat] 



» you? I know j-ou lore toril MeTfill*. Why 
e yoarstlC ¥01011181115 onliappy by refusing liiro? 
II ihorDi ID ihe boiumi of X^dy Mcli illc, and juur 
friend Jalia ? I kaow ;□■ bare a Iiigh sense or farorg ; 
Win iLla be n.kind rctnrii lov ihuie reccircd from llii* 
amiable Family? Onf roomcnrs r( colic Eli on, and joar 
■crDplei will Taaiab; and bj jieldiug lu iheir wishci, you 
*¥il] secuie your own happiucsa, 

■' I have no daabl bul Ladj Mrlville will oblige your 
guardjarv to djacovet your fnmilyi in ihe kaonledgc of 
wbicb, should auy t: i re □ mi lance arise ihul may appear 
fiaiarut, 1 conjure you loflii^pel il; no happineaa ia perfect. 
'Tis an ulffDce to ibeAImigbly to repine ar yvbat caoDOl be 
aioided : receive not bis preFcni bounty niib an Dnlbaakriil 
liearl. Forgive me, my dear Louisa ; I Icojl ibis caolion 
will be nntieeeuary ^ yet I would have you fore-ariDed. 
Lei what will happen, in Lady Mtltille yoa will ha*< a 
moiber — in me, a syrapaihislng friend— in LorJ MeUille, 
■ [learer friend ttaa either. 1 speak thus candidly, ai I 
.fed your bappineu ia nccesaary lowardi meiutaiDiiig the 
tranqiiillilT with so modi difficolly esiablished in my own 
breast. Were you nol muioslly enamouieJ of each ylljer, 
I woald be ilic leit 10 press you lo enitr a stale wbith 
BoUuDg bill nit union of iouIg can mule perFecilj h«[ipy, 
'The glare of riobea is dcceiiruh and ibe pleasntes ihey 
bring too cloying 10 be lasting : ihe chimera toou vanishes, 
and ItaTts ibe mind, whose happiness was baill un *a 
irantilory a roundalion, to acek anew. Divetl Lord Mel- 
ville of roriaQF, be ii yoiiug. sensible, handsonie ; and 
trbHt is sliU superior, be is virtuous, and loves you wilb 
anboundeil passion. -Ton entertain the same santimenls 
for him. Thus sitnflled, bad you only enough 10 procura 
Ihe toDvetiiencet of life between yon, I should bi <he first 
*a tdtise yuu 10 let your Laud follow your hcarl. Banish 
ibeo, ray swed girl, ibe giam pride; it will Hride out 
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> tfisnkbim, anil exculpate luyselffrom the thought 
of iDgratituiIe ?" 

Lady Melville answereil by pulling the hell, to 
order the servant to in treat the stranger's company; 
but Augustus, with action quick as Louisa's wishcSj 
flew into the court yard, and gracefully moTing 
his hat to the gentleman, who was on the point 
of departure, intreated his company a inonient; 
as a hi<ly, to 'whom he had rendered a singular 
service, begged to see him. The stranger iustaiitly 
dismounted, and followed his conductor to the 
parlour -where the ladies- were sitting, but who 
instantly rose on his appearance. " I hope you will 
excuse the liberty we have taken to detain you, 
my good Sir," said Lady Melville; "hut, when 
Louisa recognised you, we could not resist the in- 
clination of returning our thanks.'' 

" And I," continued louisa, " could 
that one to whom I was so much obliged, should 
ihtuk I so soon forgot the favor conferred c 
as 10 decline bidding him farewel." 

" My dear Madam," replied the stranger, 
owe me no lliankii; the little service 1 wasfortunate 
enough to render you, is overpaid by seeing you 
in health and saiely; and the prudence of your 
companion was perhaps laudable, as I asked ques- 
tions that might truly be termed impertinent." 

" The obligations conferred on me," answered 
^^liouiia, " and the situation 0*om which you rcsci 



iitd I 

ate i 



LOUISA, 
wincliiig of tbis leafy ina»^, she suddenly 
%Mrd Melville alone, hh eyes and tlioughis deeply 
&ed oil a lillle portrait, wLich he seemed lo view 
■*«illi inexpressible t«uderues5. If tlils sudden 
meeting disconcerted Looisa, Lord Melville was 
scarcely less confused; Lutj returning the miuia- 
ture to his bosom, which, indeed, appeared its 
common residence, he first broke siltmce. " This 
b iioexpecleJ happiness, my dear Miss VilJarg. 
My mother deprived herself and us of the pleasure 
of your company in our walk; as you were, she 
«aid, engaged by letters you had just received. 
Accompanied by Julia, she left me, to visit some 
of her poor pensioners. When I parted from 
ihem, I had no idea of being so gr^ ally compen- 
sated for their absence." — " Indeed, my Lord," 
relumed Louisa, " I did not expect to meet you 
alooe, and am e:itremcly sorry to break in upon 
your contemplation." To say the trulli, the fiend 
jealousy, who often lies iu wait to give the hearts 
of lovers a pang, found an avenue in that of Louisa, 
where he hastily enlercd, and shed his baneful 
influence. " Am 1 ever doomed," said Lord 
Melville, " my dearest IjOuisa, to give you sorrow 
in A^hal occasions me the highest rapture I The 
company of my mother and sister is pleasing; but 
I fours alone, sweet maid, would almost make mc 
forget the deity created more than yourself" 

1 iancy," returned Louisa, " gentlemen are so 
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used, met wttb its reproof; for she orrill^ tlianked 
me for my trouble, as sbe termed it — assured 
me the lady's liabitation nas far distant — her for- 
tune affluent — and lien ce forward her vigilance 
should prole<^t Iier charge from needing the assist- 
ance of strangers. Ailer feroring me with this 
information, she stepped into the cliaise, bidding 
me foreivel in a manner that conTioced me all 
efforts to learn more would be fruitless." 

" On our arrival in town," said Lady Melville, 
" we will answer the questions she evaded ; Louisa 
must not so soon part from a friend slie baa so 
much Tvlshed to see." 

Every thing being ready for the ladles' depar- 
ture, they left the inn, and arrived safe at ih 
town residence, atieuded by the Lords Klelville 
and Castlebrook., and the stranger, who infomv 
them his name was Belmont. 

The morning after ibeir arrival, JuhaandLoui 
escorted by their lovers, took a walk in the park. 
When Lady Melville and Mr. Belmont were alone, 
lie genteelly reminded her of lier prom.ise of 
giving him some information of Louisa. "Think 
not. Madam," said he, " 1 ask out of impertinent 
curiosityj hutwbenlhadihe happiness of rescuing 
her from Danvers, in ber agitation she told m* 
she was a friendless orphan. I wish to be service* 
able to her; as heaven has lent me a fortune, _ 
on which every child of sorrow shall have & claim.?-. 
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wbeo present, and to conlemplatc your 
image wlicn absepi : aa witness, when yon taet 
me, who was my companion?" — So saying, be 
drew ibe portrait tram, bis bosom, and presented 
the image of herself. " Behold, I^uisa," »aid he, 
" is ihcre not serenity and grtntlencss enough lit 
this angehc face, to banish painful feelings, and 
iDake the soul all harmony? 'Tis plain lo a com- 
mon olis«rver, but bow much more conspiuous 
to me, who have hung hours on each feature 
with increasing rapture! From the first timet 
■aw you, I found you so essential to my peace, 
that 1 determined lo persuade the painter, to 
whom you sat, to execute two pictures instead 
of one. He obliged me: and 1 left AbI»!\iUe, 
triumphing in the stratagem by which I possessed 
so greatd treasure : Tainly hoping ibe time would 
come, when I might repeat my vows lo the ori- 
ginal that I daily offered to her shrine. Biller 
disappointment ! — My passion is only emluied, 
as 1 am the son and Lrother of two much es- 
teemed friends," 

" You accuse me unjustly," replied Louisa :. " I 
esteem Lord Melville, exclusive of the love I bear 
liis mother and sister ; and my unhappy prospects 
in lifeare more bis enemy than my seiilimenls." — 
" Amiable condescension i But should I he fortit- 
^ Iiate enough lo ■clea.r the aihbiguily wliicb gires 
P^QU so much uneasiuess, may I bupc jou wiU 



r yonng friends rdurned home, and retired 
to dress. While they -were thus employed, Lord 
Melville's servant delivered liiiii the fuUowing : 

" My Loud, 
" I bad the inDrLiELcatiaD, abaul Itva honti liilcc, of 
tteing jou lo ilie park wilh Miss Villani so lo>i in iUe 
happiaess of joar silnalloD, that I passed anabscrvfd. Ai 
I duQ'l fed m; attcctiaa lot ibal bdj ih> least diminislied, 
1 im deiermimd to give ap my prelensions obI; vvilb mj 
life. — What time and place jon may think conieaieali 

rDold be gtail to be iufurioed by tbt bearer. 
" DANVERS." 
The aEIront Louisa had received from Danvers 
had long rankled in Lord Melville's heart, hut 
fearful of alarming his friends, and unwilling to 
leave Louisa till sectirefy his own, he had deferred 
■lis revenge. The knowledge that Danvers was 
intown,aiid the reflection that newattempts might 
be made against Louisa awakened bis smothered 
Frage, and snatching up a pen, he immediately 
Pretumed tlie following answer; 

"Sir, 
" Indispensable obligations kepi me in lbs eoqatrj, or 
before this I should hare bad ihe baaor of meeliog jaa. At 
oil, lo-moTrawmomiigjbebiudMaiitagufl'liiiuse, wemaj 
tetlle the differeDce, 

'■ MELVILLE. 
" P. S. Lord Castlebrouk nil! accompan; m*. " 
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" And you sotiglit me — every where bnt 
I was to be found. We liaTc been at home tbis - 
half hour. But, a-propos — I came to icll you 
dinner waits. Louisa, will you never IcaTe oS ibat 
abominable habit of blashing? I am sboclied to 
think a French education so ill bestowed; for you 
bare imported as much maunaise honle, as though 
you had been bred in a northern village all your 
life : for Heaven's sake, don't take ba^lifulne^s to 
London with you ! I shall have you celebrated by 
ibe name of The Handsome Villager. If you will 
but laic pattern by me, I hare no doubt we shall 
be the ton next winter, and reap the inespreasible 
delight of giving the jaundice to every belle thai 
dares oppose our conquests." 

" I had rather, my dear sister," said Lord 
Melville, " that you would take a lesson from 
Louisa. The Hautlsome Yillagcr will be a more 
pleasing name, than The Mortified Coquette ; 
which I fancy is often the fiite of your sisters of 
ibe ton" 

" Well said, Siv Gravity," replied Julia ; — 
" What ! you would wish to engross all our smiles? 
But I say, No. — ^Let our chai'ms shine at large, 
and cheer alt mankind with their beams." 

"I am happy," returned Louisa, " to think my 
beams ore too weak to spread their inlluenoe far - 
as that may prevent the r^Geiving com£iliuient3 
I know not bow lo answer." 
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'' A compKment well SiskeA, howeTer^ child/^ 
said Julia. ** Paj it lor me^ Augustas -y I am not 
in tbe hnmor^'*- 

The ladies then accepted each an arm of Lord 
Melrilkj and hastened home to dinner. 
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■lie inquired particularlj^iib whom her son bad 
fouglit. Lord Casllebraok assured her bj Lord 
Uelville'a desire, the geullenuin wai quite -a 
■Iraoger. 

Lord Melville had everted his utmost sirength, 
tD he lirought Lome; and he was no sooner in 
bed, than liis wounds, from the exertion, bled 
afresli, and greailj alarmed CTen ihe suigeon. 

For some aime be was thought in a dangerous 
Gtatej during whicli he was attended with the 
greatest tenderness hy the ladies. His piUow was 
never so smooth' as when placed by Louisa — nor 
was the cup from her hand ever refused. His 
danger made her feel how much she esteemed 
him-, and her former wishes for birth and fortune 
were forgot, in the dread of losing the man for 
whom she wished to possess them. 

Wliile tilings were in this state at Lord 
Uclvitle'e, they were yet worse with Mr. Danvers, 
whose wounds were attended with a fever, which 
ga\e great reason to fear the termination would be 
fatal. He earnestly intrealed the faculty to give 
him iheir opinion candidly; which, though done 
in the most gentle manner, could not fail to alarm 
him. He immediately sent for a lawyer, to settle 
Ids aSairs; afler which, he desired liiui to write a 
letter lutuself would dictate. 
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TO MISS LOUISA VILLARS. 



" Madam, 
" Thodgb b 
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iSEil of ibe horror joa nill feel 
■civing a UiIct from me, ;el I flatter njtrlt ibal pnasiru 
will gitc wnj 10 n aufier seusatioa, wtitn you know llic 
■Dim so liukd wilt soon eipiale his rollies nilh hi« lif*. 
B«li«te (ne when I aaj, I loved jnofi^oal honorably loved 
yon-and, at the limr I alok yoo i'com Dover, I had do 
inieotioa bol of being naiud to Jou by itie moti sacred 
lies, would you bive coDsealcd — if nol, 1 caouDl answec 
what would have been ihe conseqaeace. Driven to despair 
by yont jasi, I vf rote lo Lord Danford ; wlice aniwer was 
— yoQ hart wlihdriitvn yourself fiom his prultelion, he 
(new Dot >vhere. Bat uf this enough : — the sole occaaloa 
of my writing, it to wlsti yon as hnjipj with Lord Melville 
■1 yon dcaervK lu be, and ihai lie may be ai-uDiible of 
worth as the aoliappy 

'■ DANTEaS." 
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" I ffioice 10 hta 
-my death, kl ll nol concc 
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The a]jove was no soon 

patclieil, as directed, by a trusty 

Mr. Danvers, and delivered as she was sitting 

" A lelter for me!" s^aid she; " 'tis from 

Lmy charming friend, and will bring peace with 

W-jt." On casting ber eye on the superscription, 

ftowcTer, she wiis soon convinced it «">= uot from 
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Mrs. Rirers, as that lady's huid'-ivriting was pd 
l^cllj known to her. Curiosity made Iier hastilj' 
tear ilopen; but on perusal of tbe contenls, her 
Kn^t Eccmed suspended, and mule astonisliment 
took possession of her feamres. At length she 
itarted, exclaiming, " Well, well, good heaven ! 
£or what am I reserved ! How many misfortuoea 
am I to feel, or cause oUiers lo endure, heforc mjr 
hard heart will sink under the weight of its cala- 
mities .' Wherever 1 go, I spread desolation ! eTcn 
my friends are involved in the destruction that 
turrounds me. Generous Augustus! whalsorrows 
hare I inrolved you in 1 Lady Melville —Julia 
—all, all must execrate me !" 

As she spoke louder than usual, licr last 
words f truck the ears of Mr. Belmont, v lio was 
reading in the next room. He immediately threw 
dawu his boo6, aiul, wiih more frlent'slilp than 
polileuess, rushed ifllo the room, " What is the 
matter, Miss yiUars? — Your voice alarmed me— 
Are you ill?" — " No, Sir," replied she ; " 1 am 
well, loo well ; but, I conjure you, leave me. I 
respect, 1 honor you; itial is sufiicient for some 
of iny misfortunes lo reach and overwhelm you." 
" Ton sufier your gcnlle spirits," returned he, 
" to he too much depressed: 1 have no dotibt 
Lord Melville will do well." 

" You do not know, perhaps," said she, " lliat 
1 am the occasion of Mv. Danvers's death, anil 
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most likely Lord Melyille's; and, if so, hismollier 
cannot Burrire him — thai ■will be my relurn for 
their generous friendship." 

" Mr, Dangers," replied Mr. Belmont, " is the 
CauBc of his own mlsforlones — lie challenged Lord 
MelviQc, who acquainted mc, as soon as he was 
brought home, who had wQunded him. 1 had 
hopes it would have escaped your knowledge , till 
he was recoTered; so, I conjure you, bear up, my 
good girl, and ilo not protract his citre by your 

•OITOW," 

"Heaven forbiii!" replied she, sighing: "all 
I inErcat is, thai yon would disclose to I-ftdy 
Melville the cause of my grief — tell her, I cannot, 
musl not see her. — 1 have robbed her of her son, 
and am not to he forgiven. Give her Danvers'a 
letter, and beg her lo pity me." 

" Reiire to your chamber," said he, " and try 
to compose yourself: I will go to liady Melville, 
fend disclose this affair to her: 'lis better she learn 
It of me, than from your bursts of sorrow." 
". He then took her by the hand, and led her to 
door of her chamber; after which, he hasted 
Lady MeWille, to whom he disclosed the 
?going scene. Mr. Belmont had nd occasion to 
rert his power of persuasion, lo obtain the pity of 
^e lady; who. though much grieved at the 
of her son, had a heart loo generous lo 
rljour rancour at the innocent occasion of the 
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niabsp — " &wtt*, gnufal girl !' sud the, " wlnl 
hai (he erer h«b is ^, to dnad mj [wsmcc? 
Gts ihe tUnk ne M Bqapt, lo UaB^ba-for wbat 
•Ik feieb a* mamiAj a* mejM^ and of wbicb she is 
c«paUj ukDocent? She tttmk not main in Eotrh 
Ml error — 1 wQi go mkI cofiTiiwe bcr ahe iniurea 
■K^J mcb a HinnBC; aod thai her happinctf is as 
^asmj Mu'ft, wlto, 1 hope. wiU hve to 
t for ibe BueaMnew ihit rash step of 
wd." 
rwcDt directly to Lotiisa's chamber, whom 
ftlic found in a situation that really alarmed her. 
lUr eyet were swollen with weeping: but tears 
bad now aubaided-, and silent sorrow, that refiised 
coniolaliun, had taken their place;' and erer^ 
Icaicnt gunlle word Lady Melville used, could 
obtain no other answer, iban unconnected thanks, 
uud rcpoliliona of licr own unworihiocss. The 
Countcw iiilrcuted her to go lo bed, as she had 
UopM rcBl would compose her spirits, and restore 
lUeir wonlrJ tranquillilj. Bui those bopes were 
I ruitl«iHi i for, Bder pasiiing a sleepless night, during 
wliich alio allernuti-ly laughed and weeped, the 
phyaician, in Ibe morning, pronounced her in a 
high rnei'. To bide her illness from Lord 
^Ivilln WAR impnwiblc; to ttll ibc real n 
inlly Ro; and a cob) wiis made the excuse 4 
r BOl apppiu-iiig in bia ebaiober as usual. 
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; DKZKPECTED KTEKT. 



Fiieodsiilp! mfsleridUi cement I 
SwBel'ner of liCe, Bud tuldEr ot 
1 one Ate much. Tbou hai 
For, far bejood whal 1 t»a 
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LOtnSA's tevtT did not give irajr to ihe common 

P remedies, but increased to such a height as eet 

[•medicine at defiance. In tlib state, her wounded 

laginatioQ made ber again endure CTerj mlsfor- 

ine she had before suITered — Again she thought 

herself in Danvers's power, and ini|!lored llie help 

of Mr. Selmont — again she slabbed Lord Danfurd, 

ond wept the misguided band that spared her own 

bosom. At other bmes, more composed, she would 

sing in a Toice so piercing, as would have found 

its wa; lo the most obdurate heart. 

Every thing in so utipromising » i 
Lady Melville could scarcely conceal her conoi 
;d impoMihIe for Loniu to re 
he liad every rcuon U> dread ll 
As to Julia, h^r paMiMM we 
cr«d liic l^r MM.Sk't; awl llw h 
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nces, wliicli used lo dwell in Iier tjfs, were 
'ashed away hy the tears whii;fi pei-petually wet 
tr cheeks. 

Fresh excuses were eTcry Jay infenled lo hide 
real state of I^ouisa from liord Melville; who, 
he could not leave his bed, was forced lo appear 
believe what he was lold; though the melan- 
loly of I-adj- MelviUe, and the swollen ej es of 
Julia, GUcd him with most cruel apprehensions 
that he was deceived. 

Mr. Belmont, though he ceased to hope any 
information he might gain froni Lord DanforJ 
would be of use to Louisa, could not determine 
to leave so deserving a family in ^ch a scene of 
be^ therefore waited the event, with a 
ider feeUng for ,iheir troubles, but with a re- 
lotion christian fortitude only can inspire. He 
saw Louisa c^ery day — he tneil hy her aide — her 
intreated the power in whom he trusted, to spare 
her : fur much diil be esteem her. Her youth and 
gentleness — hut, above all, her misforlnnes — had 
won upon his native philanthropy, and forced ■ 
him to hold a converac with the world he had 
long declined. 

One day, when Lady MelviUe and Julia were 
Imth in Louisa's chamber, watching the event of a 
long sleep they almost feared woidd he her last, 
she awoke with more composure than from tbc: 
jKgimung of her iUsess, and, casting her i 
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roniKl, perfeciJy knew them. " My dear, best 
^ienda, how mueh do I trouble you!" snid'die-^ 

[*■*( Give me eacb a hand — Pardon, Lady^J^Jville, 
tm the occasion of; and inform iu»if Lord 

"Melville lives. "-^■' He does," returned abe, trans- 
ported to hear her speak, sensibly — " be lives I* 
reward you for your suS'erings, and to bless me by 
your mutual happiness." — " No, my dear Madam, 
that is past," replied she : " 1 once was vain 
enougli to hope some such Ehiag, and tliat the 
malice of my f&t« was spent; but tb« delusion's 
over— 1 am hastening to a land Where 1 can only 
know peace. That Lord Melville is better, I 
Io«k to heaven with ihaaks— his >%leath would 
have been too severe a blow : — iparf>d from thai, 
lean bear the reet." — "'Yet mcfre," said Jnlia^ 
" Dauvers wiU recover : so. my dear girl, do not 
give way to such gloomy ideas : your health 
restored is all we w«nl to moke us happy." 
•' Heaven's will be done !" returned Louisa ; 
" but, as I know ray senses are very unsettled, one 
thing 1 would intrcal, Bow I liove an iiiicrval of 
reason ia, that you would write to my &ieud on 
the moor — say to her, that 1 hud not a wish uosa- 
(isfied, hut to see her, and receive her blessing, 
and bid her adieu till we meet again in a better 
world. — But I feel myself faint, and must hasten 
to inform you how your letter may find her.'" 
She then told tbem the usual directio 
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graces, frliich used to dwell in her ejes, were 
iraahed away I>j ihe tears wbicb perpetually' wel 

I her cheeks, 
t Fresh eicuses Were every day iriTeiitcd lo hide 
pe real stale of Louisa from Lord MclviUe; who, 
phe could not leave hU bed, was forced to appear 
B bilieve what he was lold^ though khu melan- 
choly of Lady Melville, and the swollen ejes of 
Julia, tilled him with most cruel apprehensions 
that he was deceived. 

Mr. Beltnont, though he ceased to hope any 

informatioQ he might gain from, Iiord Danford 

would be of use to Louifs, could not determine 

^^. lo leave so deserving s family in^ch a scene of 

^^Biislress; he therefore waited the event, with a 

^^^■Rtder feeUng for .their troubles, but with a rc- 

^VwgnatioD christian fortitude only can inspire. He 

saw Louisa eVery day — he knelt by her side — he 

intreated the power in whom he trusted, to spare 

ber: for much did be esteem her. Her youth and 

gentleness — but, above all, her misfortunes — had 

won upon his native philanthropy, and forced • 

him lo hold a couverK willi the world he liad 

tJluig declined. 
f One day, when Lady Melville and Julia were 
iMtb in Louisa's chamber, watching the event of a 
long sleep they almost feared wo>d<l be her last, 
she awoke with mote composure ihan from the 
hegiiming of her illness, and, casting her ejvs. 




LOUISA. 
rouTid, perfectly knew iliem. "My de»P, 1 
fiends, how much do 1 (rouble ym 
" Gi»e me each a band — Pardon, Lady^l 
what I am the occasion of; anil infcrm ■ 
Melville lives," — " He does," rttumed the, tram 
purled to hear her speak scniibly — " be lives | 
reward you for your snSeriiigs, and to bless me 1| 
your mutual happiness." — " No, my dCAx Madatt^fl 
ihal is pnsl," replied she ; " I once was vain 
enough to hope some tucb thing, and that ihi^ 
muhce of my fate was spent; but tb^ delnsion's 
over — I 3IU hastening to n land where 1 can only 
Xnonr peace. Thkt Lord Melville a better, [ 
lo«k. to heaven with lhankft-~bi« jDeath would 
have been too severe a blow : — ipar^d from that, 
lean bear the rest." — " Yet wore," said Julia; 
" DauTers will recover: so, my dear girl, do not 
give way to such gloomy idcac : your health 
restored it all we want lo auike us happy." 
" Heaven's will be done (" returned Louisa ; 
" but, as i know my senses ate very unsettled, one 
thing I would intreat, now I have an interval of 
reason is, that yon would write to my friend on 
- — say to her, that 1 had not a wish unsa- 
id, but to Gee her, and receive her bleuing, 

id bid her adieu till we meet again in a better 
world. — But 1 feel myself faint, and must hasten 
to inform you bow your letter Biny find her.'' 

She then told (bem tbe usual directioi 
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graces, whicK used to dwell in Uer eyes, were 
washed away by llie tears whicli pei-pctually wet 
lier chceLs. 

Fresh excuses *rere every day inTenlcd to hiile 
the real slate of Louisa from Lord Melville; who, 
AS he could not leave his bed, was forced to appear 
to believe what he was told; though the melan- 
choly of Lady Melville, and the swollen eyes of 
Julia, GUed him with most cruel apprehensions 
thai he was deceived. 

Mr. Belmott, though be ceased to hope any 
information he might gain from Lord DanforJ 
would be of use to LouJta, could not determine 
to leave so deserving a family in ^ch a scene of 
distress : he therefore wailed the event, with a 
tetider feeUng for .then" troubles, but with a re- 
signation christian fortitude only can inspire. Ho 
saw I.oiiisa etery day — he Ijielt by her side — he 
inlr^ated the power in whom he trusted, to spare 
her : for much did he esteem her. Her youth and 
gentleness — but, above allj her misforluties — had 
won upon his native philanthropy, and forced • 
him to hold a converse with the world he had 
long (lechned. 

One day, when Lady Melville and Julia were 
Jiolh in Louisa's chamber, watching the event ofa 
long sleep they almost feared woidil be her last, 
she awoke with more composure than from the 
>e^piUDg ofher iQncss, aad, casting ^?.^^^ 



ronml, perfectly knew ihem. " My <lear, best 

ft-ienda, how mnch do I trouble you!" saiij's^e-^ 

" Give me each a hand — Pardon, Lady^J^lriUe, 

yrhal I am the occasion of-, and iuibrm M»jf Lord 

MelTJlle lives. "-^" He docs," rptunied slw, Irans- 

iried to lieor her Kpeak sensibly — "he lives Id 

KwarJ you for your BuSerlngs, and to bless nie by 

lulual happiness." — " No, my dear Madam, 

I that is I»83t," replied she : " I once w»» vain 

^ enough to hope some luch (lung, and that ihit 

Ulnalice of my fate hbb spent; but rtM deliisioa's 

I .trtei — I am basirrilTig to a land where 1 can only 

Lknow peace. 'Xbat Lord MelviU« is better, I 

Floek, to heayen with ihaaks— hi« ^Ideaih would 

e been too scTtre a blow : — spai^d from that, 

n bear the rcBt." — ''Yet more," said Julia j 

f *' DaHvera will recover ■, so, my dear girl, do not 

giTe wjiy to such gloomy ideas : your health 

reslored u all we want lo nuike us hiippy.'' 

"Heaven's will be done!" returucd Louisa; 

k " but, as I know my seiues are very unsettled, one 

■ihing I would intreal, now 1 have an interval of 

E'lpcason is, that yon would write lo my friend on 

the moor — say U> her, that 1 huil not a wi^^b UDsa- 

litfied, but to see her, and receive her bleMing, 

and bid her adieu till we meet again in a belter 

world. — But I Geel myself faint, and must Iiasieti 

to inforiB you how your kller may find her.'' 

She then told ihem Uie ueual direction ^ 




ffnces, which used lo ilwell i 
'washed away hj the tears whit 
[ tcr cbetks. 

Fresh excuse! were every ilny irtented to liMe 
jthe real stole of Louisa from Lord Melville; who, 
IS he could not leave His bed, was forced to appear 
|i to believe w^iat he was lold; though the nulan- 
choly of T^dy Melville, and the swollen eyes of 
Julia, Gllcd him with most cruel apprehensions 
thai he was deceived. 

Mr. Belmont, though he ceased to hope any 

information he might gain from Lord DanforiJ 

would he of use to Louisa, could not determine 

- _ to leave so deserving a family iu ^ch a scene of 

^^L distress: he* therefore waited the event, with a 

^^^L t^der feeling for .their trouhles, but with a rC" 

^H^ *sgn3tion christian fortitude only can inspire. He 

WW Louisa cterj day — he linelt by her side — her 

intreated the power in whom he trusted, to spare 

her; for much did he esteem her. Her youth and 

I {gentleness — hut, above all, her misfortunes — liad 
Iwon upon his native philanthropy, and forced ■ 
him to hold a converse with the world he had 
Jking declined. 
, One day, when Lady Melville and Julia were 
lioih in Louisa's chumher, watching the event of a 
long sleep they almost feared would he her last, 
she awoke with mote composure tlian from the 
beguming of her iUuess, and, casting ber ey«3 



»owntl, perfccdy knew theoi. ' 

l^ieuds, how much do 1 Iroubk you !' . 

*' GiTe me each a hand — Pardon, Ladj/^flviile, 

irhat I am the occasion of j and inform >n^if Lord 

Mehtlle lives."—" He does," returned »lw, Irariii- 

L f orLed lo hear bcr speak seniibly — " he lives to 

t reward you for your sufferings, and to hiess me by 

:• your mutual happiness." — " No, my dear Madam, 

I tbat is past." replied she : " I once was vain 

I enough In hope «omc luch thing, and that thn 

plnalice of my fate -was spent; but ibA detnsion'tt 

-1 am hastening to a land where I can only 

[ knuw peace, Thlit Lord MelviUe is better, 1 

Ia«k lo heaTFD with lhaaL»-~his 'death would 

fbave been loo severe a blow : — spai^d from that, 

n bear the resi."— " Yet more," said Jidia; 

an'vers wiU recover : so, my dear girl, do not 

give way to such (;loomy i4eae : your health 

restored is all we wjint to make u» happy,"' 

" Heaven's will be done !" returned Louisa ; 

L " but, as I know my senses are very nnsetlkil, one 

BAing I would inlreat, uorr i have an interval of 

1 reason is, that yon would -write to my friend on 

the moor — say lo her, iliat 1 had not a wish uosa- 

lisFied, but lo «ee her, and receive her bleutng, 

and bid her adieu till we meet again iu a belter 

world. — Bui 1 feel myself faint, and roust hasten 

to inform you how your letter may find her." 

She (hen told them the usual direction 
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graces, tfIiicFi used to dwell in Lcr ejes, wefe 
'washed away hy llie tears whioli pei'pclually ■wet 
lcr cbei^ks. 

Fresb excuses were ercry day inTentcd lo hide 
the reol slate of Louisa tram, lord Melville; who, 
as he could not leaTC hJa bed, was forced lo appear 
to believe what he was told ; though the melan- 
choly of Lady Melville, and the swollen ejes of 
Julia, filled him with most cruel apprehensions 
, thai he was deceived. 

Mr. Belmont, thou^^b he ceased lo hope any 
information he might gain from Lord Danfurd 
would be of use lo Louisa, could not delerniine 
t« leave bo deserving a family in >uch a scene of 
distress: he therefore wailed the event, with a 
tender feeling for .their troubles, but with a re- 
'n|;naiioii chrigtian fortitude only can inspire. He 
saw Louisa etery day — he knelt by her side — he 
inlreated ibe power in whom be irusied, lo spare 
her: for much did be cBteem her. Her youth and 
gentleness — bul, above *U, her niidforlnnes — -Tiad 
won upon hb native philanthropy, and forced * 
him to hold a converic with the wtwld he had 
Jbng declined. 

One day, when Lady MelviUe and Julia were 
both in Louisa's chamber, watching the event of a 
long sleep ihcy almost feared would be her last, 
abc awoke wlih more composure ihan from the 
.begiDiung of her iUnesSj and, casting her eyes 
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round, perfectly knew tUem. " My dear, best 
friends, how much do 1 trouble you '." sai^ line-*- 
" Gi¥e me each a hand — Pardon, Lady,^Blvine, 
-what J am the occasion of; snd itifom fStSi Lord 
Mehilfe lives," — " He does," rrtumcd »h*y trans- 
ported to hear ber speak seniibly — " bo lives 16 
reward yo\i for yonr siiiTerings, and lo bless me by 
your mutual happiness." — " No, my deai Madam, 
that IS past," replied she : " I once ^vas vain 
enough to hope some such thing, and that tlid 
malice of my £ate wag spent; but ib« delusion's 
over — 1 am hastening to a land where I can only 
linow peace. That Lord MelviUc w better, I 
Io»k. to heaven with thanks — his death would 
have been too severe a blow : — Bpai'^d from that, 
lean bear the re£t." — ■' Yet more," said Juha; 
" Danvcrs will recovet : so, my dear girl, clo not 
give way to such gloomy ideas : your health 
restored is all we want to moke \m happy.'' 
" Heaven's will be done !" returned Louisa ; 
" but, as I know nij senses are very unsettled, one 
thing I would intreai, now 1 liave an interval of 
reason is, that jou wonld write to my friend on 
ihe ntour — say to her, ihat I bud not a wish unsa- 
tisfied, but to see her, and receive her bleuing, 
and bid her adieu till we meet again in better 
world, — But I feel myself faint, and mnst kaslcii 
to inform you bow your letter may find her.' 
le then told ihem ibc usual direcdoiL 




lAiVIAA. 
rtce.tj which used to dwell in Ler eyes, jrefe 
firuhed airay hj the tears nhich peipclually wet 

r cheeks. 
[ Fresh excuses frere erery day inTPiited lo hide 

B real stale of Louisa from Lord Melville; who, 
as he could not leave his hcd, was forced to appear 
to believe what he yras told; though ihc mrlao- 
choly of l-ady Melville, and the swollen ejes of 
Julia, filled him with most cruel apprehensions 
that he was deceived. 

Mr. Belmont, though he ceased to hope any 
information he might gain from Lord Danforil 
\rould he of use to Louisa, could not delermine 
to leave so deserving n family in "^ch a scene of 
distress: he therefore waited the event, with a 
tender feeling for .their troobles, but with a re- 
signation christian fortitude only can inspire. He 
saw I^uisa etery day — he knelt by her side — he 
intreated the power in whom he trusted, to spare 
her; for much did he cHleem her. Her youth and 
genllcuess — but, above all, her misfortunes — ^ha«l 
won upon hb native philanthropy, and forced ■ 
him to hold a converse with the world he had 

t^Mig declined. 
I One day, when Lady Melville and Julia were 
^ih in Louisa's chamber, watching the event of a 
long sleep they almost feared would be ber last, 
she awoke wilh more composure than from the 
.begitming of her iOuess, and, casting her eyes 
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V- roiitnl, perfectly knew th^m. " My dear, best 

■ friends, how much do 1 Irouble you!" snid'^e-^ 
I " Gire me each a hand — Pardon, Lady^^^lvilfe, 
* irhai J am ihe occasion o(; a,aA itifbnii nKif Lord 
I Mchille lives," — " He does," returned bW, Iratis- 
m 'fiorted to hear lier speak seniibly — " he lives to 
I reward you for your sufferings, and to ble»5 lue by 

■ your mutual happiness." — " No, my dear Madam, 
F that I'a pMt," replied she ; " I onee was ?aln 
I enough to hope some tuch tiling, aud that tha 
I btalice of my fibte wag spent* but tbt delusion's 
Kr «yer — I am baalening to a land where 1 ran only 
I know peace. That Lord MelvtUe is better, I 
I lo«)(. to heaven with lhaak»— ht^ >4ea(h would 
M have been too sovere a blow : — ■part'd from that, 
B-Ican bear the re*t." — ■' Yet more," said Julia; 
I " Danvers vfill recover : so, my dear girl, ilo not 

give way to auch gloomy ideaft ' your health 

restored is all we want to make us Iinppy.'' 

" Heaven's will be done '" returned Louisa ; 

L " but, as I know my senses are very iissetcled, one 

K^ing 1 would intreat, now T have an iliterval of 

I reason is, that yon wonld write to my fiieud on 

the moor — say to her, that 1 had not a wish unsa- 

lisHcd. but lo gee her, and receive her blessing, 

and bid her adieu till we meet again in a betlei" 

world. — But I feel myielf faint, and must hasten 

to inform you bow your letter may find her." 

She then told them the usual directioa <t$l<« 



Mrs. Bcnnci; anJ, being niucli exliausleil, again 
altcmpted to compose herself: wliicliiutervalLadT 
Mt'ivUle employed in writing tlie desired letter, 
which she dispatched express. 

Louisa had no reluiit of her delirium- vhicli 
gave iliem great hi^a : but go mucb had ber 
former niFings exhausted ber, llial it was almost 
impossible lu bear her speak. 

Gold gave the courier speed, and be readied 
ihe pmi-bouse at Kendal the third day after bis 
departure from London. He was soon directed 
to the old man's cottage; to the bumble master — 
of which be debvered the lelfcr. * J 

The old man deeired the stranger to scat himself 
and he would soon relurn with an answer;^ for 
which purpose he hurried to his benevolent 
mistress. — " A letter for me — and by such a con- 
veyance!" said. -ihe — "what can it be?" and, 
before she perused it, cast ber eye on the sig- 
nature. "From Lady Melville! — Good Heaven 
preserve niy Louisa*! " She then ran over the 
contents with a concern true tenderness only can 
feel. "WeU, Mary," said she, "our Louisa is, 
by this, perbapa, an angel. — But, on the suppo- 
sition she still lives, she has expressed a wbh to 
see me. Indeed, the desire is mutual j and, 
though I never thought of quitting my collage, 
if you, with your usual kindness, wlQ accompany 
^jl think we will veature to London. I am dear 
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of tbote wifl erer leave iheir haltitaLions : so, my 
dear Julia, jou need not Tear to teil me ; fur ibin^ 
ilhat are indiSerent can neither overpower us with 
.joy. nor sorrow." — "But, siippoae," replied Julia, 
,** some of those wished-for friends should be here, 
cin vou receive them, without the surprise injuruig 
your weak spirits?"—" Good Heaven!'' «4)swercj . 
-ibe, " I intreat j'ou, who ia it: if my friend from 
the moor, I must sinV with confusion, to have 
occasioned her so much trouble." 

" Nay," replied Julia, "if the sight of those so 
beloved is painfiil, 1 shall keep it to myself." — "Aot 
ao," returned she ; " if 'lis her, kl mo see her; 
•he will bring me peace, health, consolation — 
every thing." — " If she can bring those, you iihaU 
see her," eaid Julia, and immediately went out to 
pf;rfonu her promise. 

Mr. Belmont rose to go. "Do not leave me," 
said she, " let me have the pleasure of seeing both 
my preservers at the same lime." She could not 
■dd more ; for the door opened, and Mrs. Rivers 
atkd Bennet, Lady Melville and Jidia, entered. 
Mr. Belmont withdrew to the window, to give 
ihe ladies time fur their first coogratulations ; for 
Louisa's surprise and pleasure look from her the 
^wer of Hllcrance, and she could only hold out 
her hand to the amiable Mrs. Rivers ; who, clasping 
licr arms round her, "My dear child," said she, 
f'how much amirejolced to see you better! Judge 
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of the pleasure I must fe«l, by die affeciion I bear 
}'ou', wlik-li lias occasioned me Car a short time to 
retisit a world, to whicAIhad biildeQ.ctemaU]' 
farewel!" 

Mrs. Bivers's form, itioiigiieli^gant and bcaotiful, 
enlirely escaped tbt- notice of Mr. Bebnont; who, 
lost in one of his usiiat rcTcrire, " had his eye fixed 
on vacancy ;" but llie vtnce of the Udj- shuolt him 
from his inatteotion, and an inrolunlary exda- 
matioa of "Merciful hea*en ! am I awake?" 
escaped him. Tlie suddenness of the expression , 
surprised the ladies, itho unanimousl)' lurned and 
fixed their eyes on the person that utlcrcd it ; bol 
no sooner had the eyes of Mrs. Rivers met ihose 
of Mr. Bebiiont, (ban she gave a loud (creBui, 
and suuk senseless by the side of Louisa. The 
aOectionute Bennet was scarcely less alarmed ; for, 
though ^le attempted to assist her mistress, hci* 
limbs refused their oJfice, and, bod it not been 
tor the support of Julia, she must have fallen to 
ibe ^rouu<l. Mr. Belinonl, LiMiugh the cause of 
the confusion, was the first that flew lo the relief 
of Mrs. Rivers, whose situation couvinL-ed him, 
that what he thought delusion was real wakiug 
happiness. 

" I am not mistaken," cricdhe-, "itis, itism^ 
Maria — my love, my wife!" As he s^mke, hi; 
caught her in his arms, and embraced her with 
rala^y that recalled her fleeting seuKs : but . 
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tlie happiness was twt great for her weak spiriK 
lobear; for 'twas indeed her Henry — her much- 
loved, loag-lamenied husband — and she could 
only artioulate his name, before she relapsed inlo 
a stale of insensibility. Lady MeKille, though 
astonished at this scene, was the most collected, 
«nd inlreatcd Mr. Belmont, if he Talued the life 
of the lady, to leave her, till she bad recovered 
lier surprise. "Ifl value her life, Hadam!" 
said he ; " what is there on earth dear without 
her, my long-lost, only love !" lie then, at Lady 
Melville's request, placed her on a sofa; though 
that* lady was obliged to repeat her request of 
his leaving them a short time, tvhich he unwil- 
lingly obeyed. 

The usual remedies were some time adminis- 
tercd without effect: at length, however, the lady 
gave signs of returning life: opening her eyes, 
she cast them round with a solicitude that spoke 
the eniotion of her mind; but not finding the 
wished-for object, she eiclaimed, " Tell »ne, I 
'entreat you, what is become of my Henry i — 
or is it only my tortured ioingiDation that pre- 
ecntedbim? — Yes, blesi spirit,, thou hovcrest round 
me, impatient for the hour when my soul, freed 
from its bonds of clay, sliall spring to meet its 
counterpart." 

" Let me beseech yow," Eaid Lady Melville, 
'' [o be calm. — Tou have riwlly seen our much-.- 



LOITISA. iStM 

esteemed ft-iend Mr. Belmont." — " Mr. Belmonl, 
repeated she: " no, surely I saw my husband^S 
my beloTed Henry — hb unage is engraTeii o 
heart, and I cannot be mistaken-" 

" You are not dceelved," said the enraptured 
Belmont, rushing into the room : " we are hoth 
awake — awake to such happiness, that I cannot 
think on what is past, bo lost am I in the ecstasy of 
the present moment ! My Maria is restored from 
death, and all is rapture and boundless transport." 
A scene followed, which to describe would 
require all the pathos of the most able writer. 
They Rsked each other numbcrleis questions, 
forgetting the anewera amid the raptures wUii 
which their hearts overflowed ; until the speechless 
tears of Louisa, that had perhaps prevented the 
surprise of suclt a meeting being fatal to her, 
vaked them from their transports, to speak C' 
fort to her they looked on as the cause of Xheift 
present happiness. 



CHAPTER XX. 



Act terrors TnDitb'd ; and a »ohtr train 
Of miii'd cmolicHK, bard La be de>crib'd, 
Her sadden boiom seia'd : >LBme, void oFgui 
The charming bEoth of ianoeence, Mle< 
And admii'iitianarhei' lovrr'i f)nM«, 
By iDQiliiL]' luhtd : (Ten a xm* 
or icir-ipprcvins btuiiij itolg acrot* 
lUr buty tboaghi. 



LORD Melville was goon mformed, by 
Mr. Belmont, of this stroke of unexpecled bapp!- 
ncM, as well as of the reol state of Louisa's bealth, 
V'hose recovery they no longer despaired of. 

" To tell you, my good l^iend," siaid Lord Mel- 
ville, " I rejoice at your happiness, is lo say too 
little; perhaps I should find it bard to express 
myself suitably on the occasioa. My heart ever 
owned you its friend, exclusive of the obligations 
I owe you on my Louisa's account. Tou will now 
seeJt happiness no more in foreign climes — you 
have it now at home — and I shall enjoy the 
society of a man I esteeu as a brother." 

Little more passed between the gentlemen ; for 
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Belmont was impatient to return to his Maria ; anil 
Lord ' Melville, freed from his uncertainty, longed 
lo Irj Lis strength in getting up, that he might be 
soon al)le to visit the fair object of Wis aJTectlons. 

Some few days after was filled on, by Lady 
Melville, for the lovers' meeting ; but her son, 
^'hose spirits ill brooked ibc restraint long laid 
on them, determined, at all events, tlic next day, 
lo see Lis Louisa. Accordingly, he dressed him- 
self as well as bis weak slate would permit, anil, 
by the help of his valet, reached the aniiobambei' 
of her rnoni. Sending for Julia, he told her, lie 
was determined to see Louisa, but desired she 
she would first ocquaint her with his visit, as the 
surprise might be of disservice to her. 

Julia, laughing, re-entered the apartment, where 
indeed all our friends were assembled, — " AvisitoTi 
svisltor, good folks!" saidshe; "onfDr.Melville, 
Have you any opinion of his skill, Louisa? He is 
come lo offer Lis best services, and- only waits in 
the next room for permission to pay his deroira 
in person." 

Louisa, who was sitting on the sofa for the first 
time since her illness, wrapped in a large morning- 
gown, intreated Ladj Melville to make an excuse 
for her. '* That I should be happy to see Lord 
Melville, I own," saidshci " bat indeed 1 cannot 
see him in this situation." — "Oh, a truce with 
your dres.«," relornod Julia, "physicians haye 
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' a privil^e' to see people in anj dishabille; to, ' 

pray enler, Doctor." A seeond permission WOT 
Dot waited for, and in a moment, onr lorers met. 
" Wby hare I been so crue% deceived?" said 
Lord Melville; " those pallid loolis import tnach 
* more than I bare been told." 

^^^L "It would ba*e been of little use to tell yoa," 

^^^H said Julia> " dx was in estreme danger. — Onl^ 
^^^f remember, Aogiutus, next time jou are seized 
with an heroic fit. you may chance to wound 
more than your enemies." 

" You are a painful flatterer, Julia," said he: 
^^L " though to be of consequence to those we lore, 

^^M must give us delight; yet 'tis infinitely lessened, 
^^H when we think wc hare occasioned them pain." 
^^B " Indeed, my Lord," replied Louisa, "I have 

^^H severely felt your illness, particularly as T knew 

^^M myself the cause; for my o^vn, I shall always 
^^H look on it as one of the happiest passages of my life, 
^^H as it has occasioned the meeting of Mr. Belmont 
^^V and my amiable friend. " 

^^M That gentleman then presented his adored 

^^B Maria to Lord Melville ; and the general happiness 

^^H of this little company made wounds and pain givs 
^^H way to cheerfulness and good humour. 

^^H " For a company of ladies, you possess very 

^^B little curiosity," saidEelmont. — "' Ton see a man 
^^H and wife by different names, yet don't inquire th« 
^^H reason." 
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" Had I not tltought ihe question rude," said 
Xadj Melville, " I should have intreated to know 
what calamity jcould have parted you so many 
years, and what strange fatality could hare made 
you helieve each other dead," 

" The story, my dear Madam," returned he, 
" is so very intricate, that as jet I cannot tell the 
motives for this cruel separation ; hut, that it must 
be the work of my uncle, is -past all doubt. Start 
not, Maria — shrink not, Louisa — when I teU you 
that Ix)rd Danford and Mr. Rivers are one. 
riothing, my love, hut your absence from the world 
could have prevented you hearing of it: 'tis now 
thirteen years since he was created Earl Danford. 
Bear up, Louisa," seeing her pale and trembling ; 
■' I am offended at your want of confidence. Do 
you think, because 1 partake of his blood, that I 
share his vices — or that, as his relation, 1 must be 
your foe? No, my dear girl, I will take on rae 
the guardianship which his behaviour has forfeited : 
and the day w'hicli gives you to your worthy lover, 
a fortune wails your acceptance, which, though 
unequal to your merits, 1 would wish to be a 
memento of my gratitude." 

" Spare me," returned Louisa : " you overwhelm 
me with kindness. I did not doubt your pro> jy | 
lection i but indeed I cannot hear Lord Daafard% | 
name without horror." 

" I have equal reason to execrate 
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Belmoat : ^^ for nothing but his contriTaxice could 
bare cauaed mj unhappimess! — But^ oome, mj 
dear Maria, teU me what has happened to yea 
aince our separation ; and^ in return, I will inform 
you how severely I haye felt your loss." 

Mrs. Bivers instantly obeyed; and, with a grace 
peculiar to herseU^ related what she bad before 
told XiOuisa; therefore a repetition here wouldbo 
needless. • 

^'. And npw, my dear Henry," said she, as she. 
concluded, '^ teU me ^erj circumstance that has 
happened to you since our parting." Belmont 
received a bow of attention from the company^ and 
iwaediately began. 
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CHAPTER XXL 



MS. SELMONTS KJlK&ATtTX. 

Time, tbat wcari oat ilic trace uT datpeit uguiib, 
J|j Ai tbc ica nuoDihi the primi mqdc oa the lanij, 
KBaal p*it A'cr Out in tbid. 
W raiSBOS' or DOVOUf. 



" TO paint our parting, my dear Maria, would 
be painful to rnnembrauci?, and making too free 
with the feelings of our woitliy friends: suffice it 
to say, lliatn'heii the chaise 1 was in reached my 
uncle's, 1 was so lost in sorrow, as scarcely to bid 
him farewel. As for bim, he bade me adieu with 
much seemingjifTecUon, and repealed many pro-^ 
mises of protection to youj and the little one w(t 
expected. — ' Two years,' said he, ' will be the 
utmost limil5 of your stay — Ilad you not married 
till that time, it had been bctlcr^ but, as it is, 
depend on my friendsbip to the charge you leaTa 
behind." With many professions of lliis sca-l, wflj 
parted* and I set out for Porlsmoiith, where the, 
ship lay, with a firm reliancy on bis honor, aad, ■ 
the friendship of his amiable lady, wliom 1 lefl; 
yitUypy. Rm»yl, *be scnajil I look. wiUi me, |, 



hider 
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bad ercT ibe highest coiifidence !n — he, you say^ 
;hl Uie news of my dratli, as likewise my 
^ — Be must have been the agent of the 
■u\ schemes thai were afterwards executed. 
On mv arriTal at Porlsmoutli, the captain came to 
nec^iTe me with great civility, and intreated mj 
company io dinner, after which we were to go on 
-lioard. 1 then, my lore, wrote to you, and delivered 
ihe letter to Russel, with orders to put it in the 
post, and afterwards to take my things on board. 
In ike cTCning, the captain and myself joined the 
«hip i and, the wind being fair, we immediately set 
saiL Towards midnight, as I hnd not seen Hussel, 
kl desired the captain's servant to send him to taf. 
I flli« roan presently returned, and told me no 
■errant of mine had come on hoard, nor any 
liaggage. I was vexed to fijid my judgment $0 
erroneous; for t really tlioiight Hussel ibehone^' 
I test fellow in the world, and wasttow clear lift' 
lud rolihed me. How could the heart of maA 
plan such a scheme.' for those things, 'lis plain,' 
were stolen for testimonials of my death. The 
captain siippUed all my wants in the passage; for 
Ihad nothing hut what I had on. In fine, we 
iirived safe at Bengal : — you know, I spent many 
of my boyish days lliere ; — my former awiuain- 
bnces (loi:ked to see me, and an old gentlemsn, 
■ friend of my father's, insisted on my taking op 
My habitation with him. Mv iriHing forlHoe I 
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recoreretl without troublej and I counted ibe 
hours with impatience, lill the time should arrive 
for my return. In llic interim, a ship arrived 
from England. A letter was brought mc — it 
was my uncle's hand; llie seal was bkck. — A 
tremhhug seized me — But how was my liorror 
increased, when I perused the contents! — As I 
hare ever carried It in my pocket-buok, you ^hall 
hear it, and judge. 

* I tnow not how lo spent comfort lo yon, Trlien tu.J 
myiFlf it is Truitleu; or advise joa to bear jour a 
likr a man. nhcn I feci mjielf unrqusl in ibe ia<k. A TuM^ 
night since, 1 lost <nj il»i' niid cver-Taloed Mrs. Rircn/fl 
Severe as this loss is, I vtoutil onr caUiiiiUe] eudi:il iberc. J 
—How cnn I wtile what fulluweJ ! — Your genlle M.ii 
eoiilJ iiQi bear vbe abocli ; bin, iifiev bringing itilo tie vioi 
a drad daugliter,— expiied, liiiee day* oftet b^r madi- 
lavcd friend. Dear to each otiier in life, I separated 
ibem not i& dealli, bal bad ibeui placed togetber in our 
fainilj Tauh. Were I less alTccled myst\f, I iliuuid allFnipl 
lo iptnk consolalion — bat 'lit iiii|iu9iibiv ! — ibi: guat of 

onr loss. Migbt I advise joo — rrnjaiu some time longer 
U India, or make tbe tuur of llurope : il may divert a 
melaucbulj. whicb an immedialc relnrn to England can 
oiilj HUgcncnl, and ovliic}! »ould be fruiiless to iLuse wlin, 
by the lime joa receive tlii«, must hare bt'en dead almon^ 
n jenr. 

'Mrs. Rivers beqnealhed Die Ler estate j ttbich, 
know, vi«» in ber nwn "■""-r: incumbering ii by bea 
\i>f name of Belmur ill alio ute. i cui 
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»aj I Kill food oTilie change; but llie rorioae is loa conii- 
deiable la be rellnquisJied (ov a name; and, as I bave 
tjpPCIBiicj of a tilU. ihe Bll*raiion will nol be material. 
' I have DoLtiiig 10 add, bul 10 oonjnre jon 10 bear jonr 
lisrarmiK wilh forlilude — to take llie lonr I advisedj 
iJearoar to regaia joiir lianqaillilj, and jou will be ■ 

'C. BELMONT.' 

' The latter part of lliis letter I ditl not read 
lill two raonlts after I received it; for I no 

cr readied ilie account of Maria's dcalU, llian, 

truck witli lightning, I fell senseless. My 
generous liust bad me conveyed to bed, and bled ; 

in spite of all bis core, 1 was seized with a 
Tiolent fever, accompanied by so strong a deli* 

, that, bad I not lieen constantly watched, I 
" had certainly put an end to my existence- In 
this state I reipaincd for sis weeks ^ at which 

: ibe fever left me, but so emaciated irith 'j 
grief and sickucsis, that for more than two months 
I was nnabic to leave my room. I was fully 
determined to return to England, as soon as 1 
slioidd regain strength to go on Iraard of ship ; hut 
this design was rendered abortive hy my friend 
and host, Mr. Davis, being struck irith a fever, 
which I sincerely believe he caught by Ida close 
attendance on me, during H'hich he continually 
intrealed me, by the memory of my father, not 
lo qnil him. The adjmation was too solemn to 
if refused, had I not been bound to.hiiah 



- of gratilude and affeclion-; tvbicli was fatily ihal 
case. It was six. tnontlis before he completely ^ 
regained bis health; and when, ut the cx.piraliaa 
of that time, I again mentioned my vojagcj he 
dissuaded me from il hy every argument la bis 
power. ' Tour uncle wishes you,' said he, ' to _i 
recover your tranquillity before you return jn 
whicli at present is so far from being the case^^ 
lliat you seem to have contracted a settled gloontt 
Will a visit to jour native land remove it? No — 
I fear ratlicr increase it. Believe me, I have batl 
losses great as yours. In the early part of my 
life,' continued he, ' I was in the mercaulile line, 
blessed with an amiable ivife and son. When ha 
was about fifteen, 1 met with sonie losses, so spvera J 
that bantniplcy was the consequence. To coiP'^J 
pletc my misfortunes — before my affairs wer^^ 
settled, I lost my boy. These joint calamities 
were too mucb for my gentle partner to bear, anil 
she sunk, under the weight of her sorrows. 
Driven to despair, I went into the army, hoping 
some friendly sword would join me to those for 
whose sake I hated life-, but the peace soon after 
obliged me to return to England, where 1 had tha 
offer of a very lucrative place in the Indies. I 
immediately accepted it : nor do I ever intend to 
revisilmy native land, lilll am incapable of sorrow: 
■ — then would I wish my hones to be taken to 
TMl with those of my wife and son. Then rcmala _ 






wilVi mc," continued he. — ' Your mUfoi-lunes h»v^^ 
euduared you to me — 1 will settle my alFairs in 
India, and return with you toEiu'ope — In France 
or Italy we shall find some agreeable habitation. 
. Did 1 not know your temper, 1 would tell you, ia 
KpCtum for sucli an act of friendship, I would leave 
F'you my fortune — Cut I will say what wJU haye 
influence : your company will snoth my 
declining yeara, and smooth my passage lo the 
i^rave.' — He ceased, and tlie tear rolled down his 
furrowed cheek waiting my answer. Tlelure to 
yourself, Alaria, a yenerahle old man, intrcating 
me to supply the place of liis son — Could 1 deny 
his grey liairs, or add another pang lo his aged 
heart? — In short, I promised to stay with him 
until bis aKalrs were seHied in India, and himself 
fixed in some liabilatlon in either France or Italy, 
i.was near two years before we could leave 
Sengal. At length, however, we sailed in a 
French East-Indiaman ; and, al^er a tedious 
voyage, arrived safeat Bresl. My venerable fi'i end 
contrived every means be coidd devise, lo restore 
my tranquillity; and, when we had recovered the 
fatigue of our sea voyage, purposed to set out on 
the intended tour. I then reminded him that I 
had staid in India to oblige him, atid hoped he 
would not now attempt to dissuade me from a visit 
(o England, as 1 was fidly determined to pay i 
^^^^uty at my Mariu's grove; after ivhicb, If 1 







fcliinr, ami, if lie desired it, never More (juil him. 
My frifnd comhaU-d my incliuatitiris no longer; 
and I set oEf, Irnvelling nigbiandday, till I ivaehed 
my uncle's seat in Nottinghamshire, where my 
Maria's remains -were said lo he laid. Mr. Dayis's 
opinion I found, truly vei-ified; the sight of my 
native land, instead of decreasing my unbappiness-, 
augmented it; and the gloomy melancholy whicli 
helore possessed mc, was ovejcom-e by hoisterous, 
outrageous sorrow. Lord Danford, for he liad 
iheii that title, was at his seat; but, totally 
unmindful of biiu, I hastened lo the chureh-yard 
— the vault I well knew, and casting myself on tlie 
blaeli marble that covered U, my actions became 
too frantic lo be recounted, snd my feelings too 
painful to be remembered. It waa a summci' 
morning, about the hour of three wbcn I arrived; 
and luy breast still pressed the earth at stveo, 
n lien tlic sexton came to follow his usual employ ; 
ivho, sliaking me by tlic arm, asked iny business ^^^ 
there. Thus disturbed, I immediately rose, (»U^^^H 
concealing my agitation as much as possibla^^^^B 
walked about two miles, wlierc I had lel^ '^^^^^l 
servant and horses. My spirits, by this tinkd^^^^^ 
v;cre something more tranquil, and I rode to ■wj^^^^l 
uncle's. He received me with visible cmolionj^^^^ 
which I imputed lo my presence reminding him 
of our joint loss. During a fortnight I remained 
^^xe, he scarcely ever sulTered mc to be alonei ^^J 
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erening visits to the tomb, be could nof 
int; but always took car¥, on pretence of 
derness, to send some one lo disturb me. Bis 
■ani9, I obserrcil, were all slrangcrs; whicb he 
lountcd for, by tcUiog me be had lost a pro- 
ous quantity ofplale, and, as be could not fix 
guili on any in particular, had discharged the 
Whole. Mrs. Bcnut't, he said, was gone with bcr 
husnanil to some part of the Wcrt-Indics, he -was 
ignorant where, to take possession of an estate, 
left ihem some lime since. 1 bad erer thought 
my friend; so could have no doubt of bts 
icerity, Mr. Davis Tfrole lo me while I was in 
gland, intrcsting my speedy return, and my 
[■•fcncle pressing il liVcwise, I relnmed to France, 
;ViLh a heart nothing easier for the journey, My 
receiyed me with the affection of a father-, 
id, soon after, we set out on our intended totirj 
id in fonr years visited most parts of Europe. 
I ihen proposed to Mr. Davis, lo hire a house I 
id accidentally seen, on the borders of a wood, 
;ar a small village, in Languedoc. He imme- 
diately consented: the house was laLen; two ser- 
of each sex provided: and we lived in it till 
about eight months since; when I lost my erer- 
revcred friend, rather through age than sickness. 
Finding bis end approaching, be addressed me 
nearly as follows : — ' I bad hopes, my dear Henry, 
before I tpiitted this vale of morlality, to faeve 
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you belter recoueiled to your fate ; but melancholy 
seems to hare takea such root in your breast, that 
lime cannot efface it : once more 1 intreat you, 
endeavour to d'apcl it. Tour fortune wHl now be 
large; in ilie manner we live it cannot be expended. 
Seek out the widovr and ibe orphan-, relieve their 
irnnts; for in soothing their sorrows you vrill alle- 
viate your own. Near eighty winters have passed 
over my head — yet have 1 known calamity. Grief, 
though it may embliler our lives, seldom destroys : 
so cheer your spirits, my son; and your evening of 
life may yet be calm and serene.' He then told 
5 he had bequeathed me liis whole fortime, 
.>yhich was in the English funds ; and de«ircd 
■ il would come over and adminisler to his will, 
' and transfer the stock in my name ; — convey 
I Lis body to England, and place it by his family. 
'My good friend died two da ys after this discourse. 
['— 1 fell his loss-as that of an affectionate parent, 
1 for some lime unable to obey his com- 
mands, in giving the necessary cirders to have iiim 
iveyed to England. At length, however, bis 
atijB, attended by two servants, were embarked. 
Ifyself, and one servaiit, came by the way of 
i, toprepare every thing for this last muurnfLl 
We immediately crossed to Dover, where 
;mained all nxgbt, end the next qiorning 
inlinued our iouniey on horseback. There I 
■as happy cm c Louisa. Hev nt*Ian- 
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ibaly touched me, and I could not help imagin 
Ing she resembled raj Maria, Tau know ivhal 
fitllowed. Our farewel was at the iun, Iroia 
jVhence I went to fetch the woman thai atteadcd 
I fur I could not prevail to see her any more. 
mtinned my jourae^ to town, a small distance 
a nliicb my friend was to he interred. Tlie 
ody did not arrive till a monlli after me; at 
Cjnliicli lime it was. deposited as he desired. 

' 1 should not omit telling you, that, on the 
^denlh of Mr. Davis, my servant wroteLordDanfoi'd 
.an account of what had happened, myself being 
.ill, hut had not mentioned my coming to England^ 
and, on my arrival, as I had no wish lor company, 
_\ preferred a private lodging, mj uncle Iwlng 
out of towel, to his house. 

" My aifairs look near a fortnight in eetding, 
on which I found myself possessed of one hundred 
end nfty thousand pound)!. 1 set off post for 
-IJollingbamshire: there again my feelings, Maria, 
were awaked to-agony : — the happiness I bad once 
', enjoyed in this spot, only made the present more 
drear. My uncle, I found, had been gone some 
time to Danford-caslle, where 1 purposed lo join 
him, as soon as I could quit the painful spot which, 
1 thouglit, contained my Maria. 

wrote to acquaint Lord Dauford I would b 
lim in a few days, and accordingly kept m 
[ .word. To my surprise, I found him contiiie4j>» ] 
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Iiis bed, from a wound in liU arm, icliich, he 
informed me, lie Lad received from e robber, 
about tliree nigbls before, ia bis own park. The 
wound, for a long lime, was tbouglit dangerous; 
!a which situation I was unwilling to leave him: 
but, when near healed, I told him my intention, 
of returning to France, as I found my spirits more 
agitated in England than in the quit;t retreat 1 
had so long been accustomed to. He appeared 
to approre of my return to the coullneul; and 
we parted. On the roarf to London, 1 met Lady 
Melville, and our young friends. 1 entreated to 
know Louisa's history. The Countess obliged me ; 
and I found, by her recital, who was the real 
person that had wounded Lord Oanford; and 
determined to use my influence with him to dis- 
cover her family. For that purpose I staid. — 
Blessed delay ! which has given me bad my long- 
lost love ! — I shall now wander no more — every 
place is home and heaTcn !" 

Mr. Belmont concluded; and otu" little company 
soon after separated for the night, promising to 
meet early the nest morning. Though Lady 
Melville had apprehended danger from Louisa's 
being so long disturbed, a few days convinced 
her, that the company of beloved friends is more 
fEcacious than medicine. 
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coDeclcd tlian hit 
lonkbipj •nd adrised liim lorelum word be vrould 
expUin all od the morrow; as by thai lime be 
migbi form a more prob&fale story than was pos- 
BiJ)le at lUU juncture- 

'TU said, the devil first betrays to sin, and 
afterwards to punisliment. Thb happeited lo be 
rxactly the cose with Mrs. Masters, who no sooner 
g3Te a Iiltle lime to recoUciion, than she found 
ibis discovery must ruin Lord DanCjrd, and most 
- likely inToKc her in it. There was but one way 
to sare herself; which was, to discover all she 
Incw to Mr. Beloionl. This, her prolific hrain 
suggested, would not only procure bcr pardon, 
but reward. The ladr then, as soon as she 
conTenit>ntly could, left her Lord to the pang; 
ofilespolr. and hastened to l.idj Melville's; where 
ilie servant that brought the letter bad informed 
ihcmMr. Bclniont was. She imiuedtately inquired 
for him, and was shown into s parlour, where 
die was soon waited on by the gentleman, vrbo, 
recollecting her exclaimed: " I am much deoeired. 
Madam, if you are not the pei-son who attended 
tdiss V illars from France : — have you any Ituainess 
wiih me V" — " Yes, Sir," retnmed slie, " but of 
such a nature, that 1 cannot disclose it without 
iirit obtaining a promise of yoUr pardon." — " J 
cannot see why my pardon con he necessary," 
plied hci " but will venture lo promise you 
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Louisa's: lier's, Isuppose, willlw lliemostmalerial, 
as llie injiifed party." — " No, indeed," said she ; 
" your's and that of your lady is tbe most esscnlial: 
and I again intreat it, liefore I dare inform you 
of wbat miist give you hoth anguish and delight, 
and will cover me with endless confusion." 
" Proceed ihen," said he, with impatience j " as 
fur as I can promise pardon for crimes 1 am 
unacquainted with, you have mme," His manner_ 
was loo peremptory to be refused, and Mrs. Mu 
tcrs, wtlb some hesitation, began : — 

" Eighleen years, and change of name, have ' 
made so great an alteration, that you do not 
recollect, in me, the servant ibal succeeded 
Mrs. Bennet, to wait on your lady, then Miss Clalr- 
ville. Your uncle took particular notice of me 
— in sliori, by his promises and presents, he 
ohtnlned all he wished: but 1 was soon informed 
he had only taken that method to make me more 
effectually his creature in bis designs on my 
mistress, without whom he swore he could not 
live. Thougli this was by no means pleasing., 
yet the presents be offered were so great, that I 
consented to assist him all in my power. Your 
RTvaut, Russcl, was in the conspiracy ; and, wilb 
the assistance of a person of his procuring, tbey 
were some night, after the family were gone 
to bed, to force Miss Clairville into a chaise, 
!.py inast^^ XIhs wa^tji 




Mfier to be e&ctrd, as her roMBWasmdKM 

wing ot ibe b»iue, wtkcrr nabod^ dqpt bvl ««<> 
arUr* and RuncI. linwtrrT, this dka^K vx 
I Anutrat^d Uy a IrtUr, «rlm:b RmmI «v«ic ■■ 
George, liFing Uwt lh« vnj dav bt l J Mt. dm «■ 
whicb our plan was Ui tolp pbcei at least, 'wccMt 
tbi>ii|f)it that the reason of ytmr tutstj ila[iLfl 
to Kcciltdnrf. 

" Your wiK'lc yras waiting aboal Iwenly bAi 
I from lionic -, wbcre lie intendeil to meet tbe ladjr 
t and Guiivry her to a place of iaftty. Rtissel, oa 
\ iter not rt-lurninf; in llic eTt-aiiig, sel out iaame- 
I diaifly to liiin with tlie news. It is impossiMe la 
I JRiHTilH' hit dLilraction — He vowed to pursue joa 
I 'ftotli with iicvcr-endlng vengeance — to make jw 
• ^1 triirnid the nnguish you had occustoned hint— 
k fcnd, linolly, rvcrlastinglj to separate joa from 
I ^iip hrii)« — which he had no douht she was 
m%J ihut time. Ruiiscl rcturnedsis Boon aspossible, 
Kto ]iri;vt'nl suspicion, Your uncle came hoibe, 
E%frii dnjH nfliT, iti nil appearance, tolerably com- 
I MHvd. Mm, KtVitr dinchnrged me: but J was not 
I tnuch nl a lfls.i; for your uncle ordered me to go 
. \» Loiidui). On my arrival in town, 1 hired a 
h ludgiii(( iicar hi» house, nnd look the name of 
Utitulfini, The woinun with whom I lodged was of 
Blniut mrHMuu* chorncter; which was not lost ou 
■llr^ hivcrs, MCM on his first visit. For my part 
Pl ihotighlhe w«» tolcmbly recoQCiled to youj but 



aLout seven months after, hearing }'our lady was 
wilh child, he came to my lodging in a slate 
little short of phrensy — ' Can Henry imagine,' 
said he, ' thai a child of his, by Maria Clair\ille, 
shall rt'er inherit my fortune? — nay. more — part 
of it, perhaps, inmy hfe timel for Mrs. Rivers has 
be<]ueaihed them hers, should she die before me." 

" I asked him, when he was rather calmer, 
how he knew Mrs. Rivers's fortune was left to 
jour lady ?' — ' By the information of the lawyer 
who made the will,' said he, ' They have fooled 
me once — 'tis now my turn: — ihey shall 
disappointed, and I revenged.' 

" The next day he met the attorney at my apart- 
ments; and between them it was agreed, that he 
should draw a will exactly like that he had drawn 
forMrs. Rivers, only sulistitnlingyour uucle'sname 
throughout, inKtead of Maria Rivers, to whom the 
fortune was left, on condition of her heocing 
Mrs. Rivers's maiden name of Bebuont. 

" The will was drawn — Mrs. Rivers's signature 
copied — and Russel and myself made witne-'wes. 
1 should not omit telling you, Russel was a 
constant visitor at my lodgings, and received 
large presents from your uncle for the news lie 
always brought. I asked yonr uncle of what use 
the will would be, as Mrs. Rivers might outlive 
him. — ' If she does,' returned be, 'I shall have no 
•ecasion for it — il' not, 1 shall be saf 
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true, I once loved Maria so well, ihal, 

been in my power, I would have laid my wbole 

fortune at her feet; but now. if possible, 1 bate 

her more invlnciblj tbaa ever I loved ber!' He 

then told mc he had formed a plan of sending 

jou to India — ' Much maj be done, in so long a 

separatioD,' said he- 'Tliougli I have no designs 

on her person, by some means I will everlastingly 

destroy their peace: — '[will be most glorious 

revenge.' 

" Much more passed to the same purport ; aai 
the voyage was soon after proposed to yon.— 
Your iincle informed me, his lady used every argu- 
ment in her power to dissuade bim from letting 
you go — iut in vain. You set out for Fortsmonlb, 
attended only by Russel, in whom you had as 
entire confidence — you Inow he bclrayed that 
trii»i. 'Twas so conlrived by your uncle. He 
returned inunediatcly to London with your 
baggagp, look, private lodgings, and rennatned 
concealed near two months; at the eipiratioit of 
X hicli time he appeared , apparently in deep 
sorrow- You were seized, be said, after being a 
fortnight al sea, with a violent fever, and e^ipircd 
in three days — that, fortunately meeting an Eng- 
hsli vessel at the Madeiras, be thought it best to 
return, and bring your property home. — This 
being told to your uncle's lady without anycaution, 
jot&ed^ I hclieve, to his reproaches for her sorrow 
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St tlie loss of bcr heir, as lie termed him, threw 
that lady into convulsions, that terminated her 
life in about five daj's after she heard the news. 
Your wife, uneasy at not hearing from Mrs. River* 
for some dajs, came to town. She had not yet 
lieen acquainted with this false account* nor, , 
indeed, had your nncle. determined in what- J 
manner sbe should be told it. On her arri' 
Russel, hy chance, opened the street door, 
scene of Itoiror followed. For a moment she ^ 
motionless — then, in a voice scarcely articLilate^4 
B$kcd a Dondicr of questions concerning yowr 4 
For this they were not prepared, as shi! was totally]! 
unexpected; and Russel stammered out somelhing^ 
of sickness — 'I know all now,' 6aid slic, wildly, 
'by your mouming dress — he is dead.' She said 
no more, the shock was too great, but suok 
senseless on the ground." 

Mr. Belmont inte:Tupted the lady's narralivfl^fl 
hf walking up and down the room, with a coua^l 
tenance so distorted between sorrow and ragfc^fl 
that it was impossible to say which was moi 
predominant. 

Mrs. Masters dropped on her knees- 
Sir," said she, " informed me of what passedgJ 
perhaps he might exaggerate. For heaven's sako, I 
pardon me, before I relate the rest." — " Procee4j 
woman," replied he, " or expect the fate yoM 
wlmcB merit." 
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" Tour uncle," continued she, " was in ide 
house when tliis happened, and came down ol the 
noise. 1 believe he was sorr^ lo see the slate of 
jiQur lady, hut ordered her to I>e immediately' put 
into Mrs. Rivcrs's chair, and coiiyeyed to mj 
lodginga. lie came first, and desired me to ie«p 
out of sight, ' By heaven,' said he, ' mv revenge 
is greater then I expected! — 1 only mtaut lo se- 
parate — not to kill.' — ^Yoiir lud^ was then hrought, 
hut quite senseless} so that I could remain in the 
room with great safety. A physician was sent for, 
who pronounced Iicr ia the greatest danger: in 
short, she passed the night in dreadful agonies, 
and in the morning was delivcrcil of a daughter. — 
Oh ! Sir, you will forgive me all 1 have told yoo, 
when I now inform you, Uiat your daughter was 
not dead, as represented — nay, more, she slill 
lives — that in Miss Villars you see your child!" — 
"Merciful heaven'" interrupted Mr. Belmont, 
" ia it possible ! or do you invent this subterfuge 
to avoid explaining who she really is, and lo divert 
my just revenge from the perpctrarors of such 
infernal actions as Lord Danford and you are 
guilty of?" 

"No — Qn my life, Sir," said Mrs. Masters. — ■ 
'■' ThinV on her age — compare her person — is she 
not exactly what Miss Ciairvillc was, when you set 
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sffected to reply. At Iciigtb, covering his face 
with his handkerchief, he ordered Mrs, Masters 
to continue. 

" Your uncle was immediately informed of 
what had happened- He ordered mc to comey the 
child to my friends in the coimtry, and pass it for 
my own. Tlie landlady was also well paid for Ler 
part of the IransacLion ; and eyery body was told 
the infant was dead. I took il away, the night 
after it was horoj to my relations, near forty miles 
fconi lown. At my return, your nucle'a lady was 
dead, and Mrs. Benuct was with yonr wife ; so I 
could not remain in the house, as slic would have 
known me. Mrs. Rlvers's senses, I was informed, 
were quite lost: and jour uncle, to remove her 
entirely from your knowledge, gave Mr. Bennet 
four thousand pounds, under pretence of kindness, 
to settle with her in the country. About a year 
after, Bennet wrote word she was much better; 
bnt your imcle, who wished to see her no more, 
answered In a manner that had the desired eflect ; 
for they remoTed, but he could never ham where. 
" Mr. Rivers, by this means, satisfied his re- 
venge, and eujoyed the fortune left to your lady. 
But he was never happy ; he lived in continual 
apprehension ofyour finding out the deceit ; and, 
had jon come to hvc in England, his fears would 
have made him quit it. He even discharged aQ his 
^fM eerranls, that had the least knowledge of yo» 
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W ar Mrs. Birers) took ia« to Hve in the 1t»u>e nitV 
Ptkira, anil fixed Rus^cl as steward to a new ennU 
I Dbtcli tto purcUascil in Uie North : Iiul he did nM 
ncnjoy his new euiplov lon;^ -, he was killed by a full 
r Jruiu \iU horst: in less than ihree months. - 
i " Yoixr uncle did- not conceal fruin me iJw 
r . aulLiIiiciion the dcaih of Russcl gore him. ' There 
ii t)te most iuatcri;il evidence rejuorcd,' said )k] 
' a rdlLrw that wmild ever have Lept lue in dread : 
if I can hut cnnlrive to Veep llenjy ahroad, 1 havi; 
uulhing now lo fear.' 

*' Thus time passed for sonie""yeaM» Tour 

daughter Louisa, foi' s)ie was christened by thai 

k name, nas removed ul the age of Hre, and piaL-ed 

F , in a coDVeut, 1 look her myself to France, and 

paid 3ome years in advance-, as I would have do 

questions asked, I said she was an orphan, of the 

. name of Villars, entirely dependent on the houDlj 

of llie gentleman who had undertaken her 

I . guardianship. As they had uo direction by which 

they might find us, we heard nothing of her for 

eight years; at which time I went over, and paid 

I four years more; at the expiratioaof which I said 

I should fetch her home. 

" On my return to England, your uncle (ivlw 
had fur some years been Earl Danford) asked lue 
what we were to do with her, when the time was 
expired. — 'She's a fine girl, my Lord,' said I ; 
' pass her to the worid for a ualural daughierof 
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Ttiui' own.' — ' 'Tis not a bad Uiougbt,' retume^' 
lie ; ' Jjut 1 dislike her unseeiij so eaunot come to a 
resolution of (liat lund yet.' 

" During all those jears, yon. Sir, were but 
once in England, and 1 was kept oui of the way 
llie wliolc lime, for fear jou sbould recollect me. 

" Four ) cars passed over, aud I mentioned to 
Lord Dnnford my promise of feicliiog Louisa 
home. Willi some dilKcully, be cftnsenied. On 
my arrival al Abbeiillf , 1 became acquainted witU 
Mr. Dnnvers, but had no idea of hb attachment 
to Louisa. He came willi us lo England. Yoa 
know liis desperate inlent, when yourself rescued' 
litr. So many years Lad pGssed, that 1 did not 
recollect you when you came to Dover, but 
answered in the mannrr I did, because I knew 
Jiord Dunford would never pardon my having 
formed an acquaintaHCe on lite road ; and, another 
reason, I had hopes of hidiifg toy own impmdi 
respecting Danvcrs. Ixtrd Danford was at the 
castle, a seat lie had lately bonglit. We joined 
him there. His aversion to Louisa was quickly 
changed: — 'twas not lost on me; — 1 remonstrateif 
— and he promised a change of conduct. On^ 
day a Icltci' arrived from you, which informed 
biui you u ould be with him in a few days. Louisa 
and myself were lo be sent out of the way; aad 
•ccp rdinplv, next day, on pretence of getting 
'■•herrcception. beseut me; Loi 
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'was to fcJlow ia two days — ^but from that hour I 
have not seen her. 

" You arriyed three days after^ and found Lord 
Danford stabbed in the arm, and renyained with 
iiim until the cure was near completed : which, he 
since has informed me, would ha^e been much 
sooner, but that your presence, and the recollec- 
tion of the injuries he had done you, kept him in a 
iContinual fever. I by chance saw you one day, 
while you were atDanford-castle, and immediately 
recollected you for the person that had rescued 
Louisa j of which I did not fail to inform your 
uncle. His surprise was extreme. ^Aye, Masters,' 
said he, ^the hand of Heaven is against us; for, 
though 1 deprived Henry of one fortune, by that 
loss he has found a larger : but we have gone too 
far to recede.' Your departure soon after, as he 
imagined, for France, a little calmed his spirits ; 
and Louisa was sought- with the greatest assiduity 
—hut in vain. He heard not the smallest tidings 
of her, till this morning he received your note. 
I left him in a state not to be described. He 19 

« 

unacquainted with my coming, and utterly at 
A loss what answer to give you." 
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CHAPTER XXIir. 



— Dreadful ,aiteinpi ! 

last reeking from self^slaoghter, in a rage 

To rush into the presence of our Judge ! 

As if we challeDg'U him to do his worst, 

And mattered. not his wrath. .Unheard>of tortnrei 

Must be reserr'd fur such : these h^rd together ; 

The common damn'd shun their society, 

And look upon themselves as fiends less foul ! 

blAir's Git^c; 

Mbs. ]V![ast£B8 ceased; and expected Mr. Belmont 
to speak ^ but that gentleman^ pulling the bell^ 
ordered a servant to tell Lord Melville he desired 
liis company a moment. Lord MelviUe imoledi*- 
alelj attended liim. " My Lord," said he, " by thif^ 
woman I am informed of the parents of MissYiUars, 
but must have better authority, will you favor 
me with your company to Lord Danford's?" — 
" Willingly, Sir," returned he- " But first," said 
Mr. Belmont, ^^ apologise to the ladi^ for our 
absence — the sijght of Maria and Louisa, at this 
time, would render me incapable of the business I 
am going upon." — ^^Good heaven 1 what business?" 
^aid Lojd Melville? "Nay, notjiin^ that need 
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aUriD jron, on nij hoi 

rliord Djiufrjra. You raanot iIubL I ncaa to k^ 

■By hand against the lirotber of aij &lber- 

'lougli hi- ii llic grealest rUlaJn that ever eutei' 

Ltird Mi-lvillo soon made ibe neccflurj apolegf. 

nd lUv (;eul)empa, widi Mn. Maslicn, ta t^ 

eiliaU-l; for Lor<l Danford's. 

Oh tliti wny, Mr. Delmonl informed the joof 

rd xtiul Mr». Masters had told him concemioj 

Louiwi. lluhod, however, Ecarce lime loe&{irt» 

III! iMteuiKhmrnt, before l1i«y found lbemsehe$ li 

IxtrdDaiifonl'sdoor; atwhictiaserramannounccil 

tht-in, wilh scvrrul !oud raps, before ihej coulJ 

j^llad rnirancr. Al length, a man, with horror 

jpitlfd on hisfi'alures, opened the door. — "Oh, 

r!— My l/H-d!" — said ^le.— " What of him?" 

Ibd Mr. Belmont. 

" Oh ! Sir — he hns shot himself." " Be merciful 
, }u»t heaven I" said Belmont: "hut, seel; 
kMialance ; it may not be loo laH^." — " Indeed, Sir, 
it i»," replied the serrant; "we heard the report 
of n pinlol about a quarter of an hour ago ; I ran 
tip stairs direelly, hut his death was instanta neons: 
ou the tabic ivas this letter;" delivci'ing one 
directed to Mr. Belmont, who immediately piit 
it in his pocket, and again oi'dered assistance) 
which however, proved abortive, as the ball had 
{laisrd his brain. 






LordMehiBedesiredMr. Belmont, wbose agiUlion 
halt made him forget llie lettcFj to baTC recourr~ "^ 
ihal. Mr. Belmont immediately opened itj| 
read tUe following lines : 



" Ton will ootwoniltr at mj perpeirstiog aoMUo Ttrj 
lieinoui as soicide, when jou are informeJ u[ the cnni« 
I liBve already commilled. Tliis is ouly in M 
10 inform Jou. Let her be leiied : she hns been my sseDt J 
in ihe buiinera. It only remaiui Willi me W lell ycnf^ 
Mil. Rivers'9 fartane ahoald have been yaur 
— that liOuiEawliiiin lallempled \o jeduee, is 
yuiir daughter. Were il pouible that whai I have 

gniltj or could by any meuDs be enpiaieil 

I have Tor yean eiperinieed might eBecL i 

.vain I and I raih frora the present ill, certnia nu luriucei 1 

■tim be worse ihno my own coiucieace. 

" DANFOllD." 

"Unhappy man!" said Mr. Belmont; 
<1i!3lh andlife were equally drcatirul! — May Heavei 
lie more merciful than you dared hope ! " 

" Shocking indeed !" saidLordMclville. 
my dear Sir, why slay in such o scene of liorroi 
Vour laJy liy this lime expocls you : iiaste, lUc 
und make her and nty dear Louisa Iiappy. — At ihaj 
si^-htof such awifeaud daughter, you will forget] 
I»r.l Dunfi.rd." 

" Though I long," said Mr. BeLnont, "localrh 
Louisa to my heart, and heslow oti her a parent's 
hcnedl'-f '— ) it must be done with caution ; ihu 
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ordm ; MM- did be bi^et Vn. Marters, to w^^ 
b« addrcSKil binuelf as foDows : " Tb trae, jva 

dnervetlieMrreritr of ihelaw} bat, id cc^qnsdoB, 
SK you liBTe ditrlosed tbe truth, and in mrrrj bi 
nj unclr's (Times, over wbicli 1 Kould wiDiB^i 
Coat a *Fil, j'ou are fri». I -nould pat it in tdvt 
power io rppent — Call halfrearly on my agent 
in town ; be gball snpplir von with a nun to keep 
»ou above want, Dun't answer," — she -was aboal 
10 »j>calt — " and ncTCr let me see yoti more." 

Tliis business settled, our geademeit rciomeil 
liQiDe and joined the ladies, who had sorae lime 
expected tliem. The pcrtarbation of theirmiflds 
v!a* viiible in both iheir faces. " My dear Henry," 
«aid Hri. Bcbnont (for we must bereafter call die 
lud^ by [hat iiiitne], "what has disordered you? 1 
juilged you were gone to Lord Danford's, aad haTe 
fell incxpressiJile jiain. For Hearcn's sake, see 
bim no mure — Wba knows what deepltiid plot bis 
evil mind mnv next form!" 

" Fear not, Maria," returned he; "his plots, 
unhu|>p)- man ! are oTCr. Btlore we reached hi* 
houite tliismoniiiigj hehatlesrapedmy rcproachei 
by Ruddrn drath — after making what at«aemen( 
ht ooulil, by diaclosing tlic U ilUi rt-specliag Louisa 
~J »om-*eIf." 
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I "While Mr. Belmontspoki;, Ins eyes involuntariljr 
"""•trayed between his lady aiid Loiiisa. He now 
could trace, (o bis ihouglila, in tlie face of the 
latter, every feature of Ills Maria, aud buniod ^^h 
impatience to make them sharers of liis hapjiideSs, 

Mrs. Belmonl received the sews of LovJ Den- 
ford's deorti in silence — hut, raising her esprfsS^ve 
eyes to Ueaven, she seemed to ask. thai mercy 
for him he neglected to uitreat hiiuself. 

" Tell me, I conjure you," said Louisa, with 
ft faltering voice, " was I allied to Lord Danford ?" 

" Tcs," replied Bchiiont, summoning all his 
fortitude to answer the qucstiou^ "yow father 
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" Good Heayen ! One more question, and I have 
done," said Louisa ; her voice more inarticulate 
than before, and deep blushes covering her tace^* 
" Wlio— who — what was my mother 

" A suffering angel — who will forget her aop? 
rows, on the recovery of such a daiighler 

" Speak out," said Mrs. Belmont, who till tliis 
(nomeni had been all attention — "attcr the strange 
vicissitudes that have lately happened, why should 
you fear our fortitude?" 

" EiLert it, then, Maria — A blessing awaiu 
you ; — a blessing beyond your ntmast hopes !— 
Louisa is — your daughter ! — is my child .' — tba 
dear eipectcd one, when I went to India ! " 
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Bpeechles 




" T», Bij l»f nl prt," fwtiini«l hr, ** I rrpe>t 
it — 'jootfeuTftuU — TM are ilMdAoghtpraf jooc 
■nock-atermed tnend." 

"Oh, fort — otr, ba[ifiiiiwss f — said Looia, 
•inVtng at Mrs. Belmoot's feel — " I ba*e a motfitr 
— aod sneh » mother ! — Blesi, Una your enrap- 
tured lUugbur !" 

Mrs. Bvlmonlpreswd her to her breast insilence. 
Indeed, this strange rlaca<ierj haA wrriughi ea 
Bircnglj on all, as to render them iaca|nhle of 
tnlerlcrcQce, orgWiog necessary aii^taiiee to those 
mod concerned -, and sohs were onljr audiUeirotn 
eye.ry person in iLe room. 

Lord MeKiDe, afltr some minutei, recoUecled 
himself so far as to leave the apartmeul, and send 
in Mrs. fieiiuet wilb drops; whom Mrs. Bchuoiit 
* no sooner saw, ihau, hastily rbiiig, she said — 
'' Oil ! Marj, uiy constant, my disiaLerested friend, 
embi'aee my cLUd; did you not tell me Louisa 
resembled me? how little <Ud you then iltiiik you 
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tiouisa ibrew her arms round the afifectionate 
Bennet, -who sobbed on her bosom, unable to artir- 
culate her joy. Mrs. Behnont contemplated them 
with rapture, aii Jralsingher eyes and clasped hands 
to Heaven, exclaimed — ** Great God ! enable me to 
bear tliis reverse vrith moderation *, from the depth 
of sorrow thou hast made the widow's heart to sing 
with joy, and her delighted eyes to see a chilcUl^o 
will add to the blessings of her declining years !'* 

Bennet, as soon as tears would permit, congra- 
tulated all. " Yes, faithful friend of my Maria's 
solitary hours/' said Belmont, ^^ you shall likewise 
be the companion of the happy days that I hope 
are in store for her." 

Our friendly company, after some time, grew 
more composed, and intrealcd Mr. Belmont to tell 
them in what manner those strange events had 
happened. He obeyed. The narrative recalled 
their attention, and prevented the perhaps too 
violent effects of j[oy. 
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CHAPTER XXIT. 
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Iron&Tial, nerer-faiJisg fn«nd oi ^aml — 
His gmde to happiocM q« kigkf 



A FEW flays after, Lc^ Danfi^ 
and Mr, fUrlmont took poMesskm of the rstate, the 
title li#*ing r^xtinct, as Lord Danford died child^ss, 

Ix>rd Castlebrook iras aDportimate frith the 
ioyv\y Jtilia to fix a daj for his happiness. — 
''Court Ix>uisa/' said she, laughing; *' the daj 
that nwikf'f her Lady MelyiBe, I perhaps m^j be 
prevailed on." 

'* A match !" interrupted Mr. Behnont^ who 
overlieord the discourse. " What say you, Louisa? 
Julia consents to marry Lord Castlebrook^ on the 
day you join your fate with Lord Melyille. Do not 
protract it j name a speedy one.'* — *^Now Ikno-wr," 
answered Louisa, '' my hand brings no disgrace 
with it, 1 oITcr it unasked^ make it his when yott 

■ ose, Sir." 

Td Melville, enraptured, imprinted numher- 
lies on the extended hand. " Oh, I retract,** 
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aaid Jiil'ia; " you have canght me unfairly 
on Louisa's own conseni, without the autliority 
Mr. Belmont, I meant." 

'■ Ho aulliority -was nsed,"said Louisa, LluBliing; 
" I ginc >"y hand as willingly 



' Well, then — if it must be — lake 
CasLlebrook — and Heaven give you nt 



le. Lord 
cause to 



Mulunl congratulations now passed, and d 
and pleasure triumphed in eVery face. 

That day monlH the young lords received eacli 
his blooming bride from Mr. Belmont, v 
senled hi3 daughter Louisa with a fortune of fifty 
thousand pounds, and tlie sum of ten thousand.^ 
Julia, whiuU made lier fortune c<jual with her a 



These marriages were eeltbratcd at Lady 
Melville's seat in the country; where after some 
time spent, our company look a tour to see 
Mr. Belmont's estates. 

Nor was the cottage forgotten, but enlarged n 
fitted up, to receive our company of frieiu 
Mrs. Belmont purposing to keep the anniversoiyS 
lier meeting Louisa there. 

Neither was Madame du Saint neglected: 
was informed by Iclter of all that had past, wii 
promise of a speedy visit, 

. Danvera, as soon as recovered from 
out on the tour of Europe : on 
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retmn firom which, he was made hsppr with a rerj 
uniahle hidv. 

Louisa, now Ladj Mehrilley by the means of 
Mrs. Masters, Ibimd out her old nnrse^ and settled 
a handsome annoitj on her for Ufe. 

One house generally held our circle of firiends, 
who were never so happy as when dispensing 
universal good. 



'^' The teaaont tliiis. 



At ceaseless ronnd a jarring world thej roll. 
Still find them happj ; and coiiseniing Spring 
Sheds her own rosj garland on their heads : 
Till Ereniog comes at last, serene and naild; 
When after the Jong yemal day of light, 
Enamonr'd more, as more remembrance swells 
With manj a proof of recollected love. 
Together down they sink in social sleep ; 
Together freed, their gentle spirits fly 
Tv scenes where ]o?e and bliss immortal reignJ 
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THE END. 
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Fielding's Adventures of Joseph Andrews. Paris, 1794, 
2 i'o/. iu-13 , 6r. 5 fr. 

Gaj's and Moore's Fables. Paris , 1782 , in-ia, hr. 2 fr. 

GoIdsRiiih's History of Greece. Paris, i8o4 , 2 i^o/. in- 
12 , br. 3 fr. 

Goldsmith's Aoman History. Paris, i8o4, a yol. in-n, 
kr. 5 fr. 

Goldsmith's History of England , in a aeries of letters. ParUf 
1802 , 2 vol. in-12 6r. 5fr. 

Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield. Paris, 1779^ in-12 Jr., 

1 fir. 5o c. 

Goldsmith's Poetical Works. Paris, i8o3 , in-12 , br, 

1 fr. 5o c. 

Hennet , la Fo^tiqae Anglaise. Paris, 1806 , 3 i^o/. in-8.* 
br, i3 fr. 5o c. 

Johnson's Rasselas , Prince of Abyssinia. Paris , i8o4 , 
in-12 , br. 1 fr. 5oc. 

Lady M. NV. Montagu's Works. Paris, i863.,^5 vol, in-12, 
«*'/M portraits, cartonnSs, 16 fr. 

Lowth, la Grammaire Anglaise. Paris, 1783, in-12 , bt. 

2 fr. 5o c. 

Lady Montagn's Letters. Paris , 1797 , in-ia, br, 1 fr. 5oe. 

Milton's Paradise Lost. Paris , i8o5 , 2 vol, in-12 . br^ 3fr. 

Moore's Travels in France , Switzerland , Germany aod 
Italy. Paris, i8o3, 4 vol, in- 12 , cartonnSs, i5 fr. 

Ossian's Works , by Macpherson. Paris, 1787, 4 f'o/. in-13, 
^'•. 10 fir. 

Paul and Virginia , translated by Miss Williams* Paris , 
1795 , iu-8.° with fine engravings , br, 6 fr. 

The same. Paris, 1795 , in-12, common paper, br, 1 fr, 80 c. 

Perrin , El^mens de la Conversation Frau^aise et Anglaise* 
Paris , i8o4 , in-8.** parchemin. a Ir. 5o c. 

Peyton, El^mens de la Langoe Anglaise. Paris, i8o4, 
in-12, hr. 2 fr. 5oc. 

Robertson's History of America. Paris, i8o3, 4 val. in-8.' 
cartonnes. ^4 f^, 

Robinson Crusoe's Life and Adventures. Paris , 1801 , 
^^'12, br, a fr,5o«- 
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SKeiridan's School for Scandal, a comedly. Paris, i8o4, 
in-12 , br, i fr. 20 c. 

SheridaQ's Pizarro, a tragic play. Paris, i8o4, in-13, br, 

1 f r. 20 «• 

Siret , Elemens de la Langue Anglaise. Paris , 1802 , in-8.*' 
parchetnin. * 2 frr 

Smollett's Adventares of Roderick Random. Paris, 1806 , 
a. vol. ixk-\i,br. 6 fr. 

Sterne's Sentimental Jonrnej. Paris, lySS , in-12 » br, 

\ fr. 5o c. 

Swift's Travels of Gulliver. Paris , i8o4, 2 vol, in-12, br, 

3fr. 

Thomson's Seasons. Pam, i8o3, 2 vol, in-12 , ^r. 3 fr. 

Wanosiroclu's Grammar of tbe Frettch langaagf. Pari^, 
1806 . in-12 , br. 3ff. 
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Hichardson't History of Clarisaa Harlowe. 1791 , 8 poL 
i/-8." bn 32 fr. 

Roberisou's History of the Reign of the emperor Charles V. 
1793 , 4 pol. in-8.*> br. 16 fr. 

•— — History of Scotland daring the reigns of qneen Mary 
and of king James Vl , till his accession to the croVrn of 
England. 1791 , 3 i^ol. in-S.** br. 12 fir, 

Historical Disquisition concerning India. 1792 , 1 voL 

in-8.^ bn 4 fr. 

Roscoe's Life of Lorenso de' Medici. 1799^ 4 vol, in-8.® br. 

16 fr, 

^akspeare's Plays, with the corrections and illustrations 
of varions commentators ; to which are added notes by 
8. Johnson and G. Steerens. 1800, 23 i^ol. in>8.* u^itn 
60 fine plates , br, 60 fr. 

Smith's Inquiry into the nature ftnd causes of the Wealth of 
Nations. 1801 , ^pol, in-8.° br. ' 16 fr. 

Smith's Theory of Moral Sentiments. 1793 , 2 vol. in-8.** br. 

8fr. 

—>— Essays on Philosophical Subjects. 17999 i vol. in-S." 
hr. 4 fr. 

Smollett's History of England from the Revolution to the 
Death of George II ( designed as a contiuuation of 
Mr. Hume's History). 1794 , 8 vol. in-8.^ br. 32 fr. 

Sterne's Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy. i8o3y 2 vol. 

in-8.« br. 8 fr. 

.— — Sentimental Journey ^ with a continuation by Eugenius. 

1792, 1 vol. in-8.° br. 3 fr. 

Stuart's Inquiry into the Principles of Political Economy. 
1796 , 5 vol. in-8.° br, 20 fr. 

Stuart's View of Society in Europe. J797 , 1 vol. in-8.** br. 

4fr. 

The Theory of Agreeable Sensations. 1794, in-8.^ 5r. 

2 fr. bo -c. 

Watson's History of the Reigns of Philip Hand Philip III , 
Kings of Spain. 179a, 5 vol. in-8.° or, 20 fi*. 
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UVRES ANGLAIS SUE DIVERS SUJETS. 

An Account of the Eoropean Settlements in America. Lond. 
1770, 2 vol. in-8. br» 10 fr. 

Acerby's Travels throngh Sweden^ Finland and Lapland, 
in 1708 and i79Q» with 17 plates. Paris f i8os, 3. voU 
in-4. cartonnes, 36 fr. 

American Wanderer (the) throogh yarioua parts of Earopc, 
Dublin, 1783, 1 vol. in- 12, br. 3 fr. 

Anderson's Account of the present state of nhe Hebrides, 
and Western Coasts of Scotland, iviih a ngw map of 
Scotland, Edinburgh, 1786, large in-8.° br. g fr. 

Andrew's Remarks on the French and English Ladies. 
Dublin, 1783, 1 vol. in>i2^ br, 3 fr. 

Barlow's Vision of Columbus, a poem, in nine baoks. Lond. 
^7^7, 1 vol, in-i2,- br, 3 fr. 60 c. 

Characteristic Anecdotes of Frederic 11, king of Frusta. 
Dublin, 1788, 1 vol. in-i2| br, 5 fr. 

CharloUe's Letters during her connexion with Weriher. 
Dublin, 1786, 2 vol, in- 12, br, 5 fr.. 

Conveift (the), or, the Historj cf Sophia Nelson. London, 
1786, 2 vol, in- 12; br, 6 fr. . '" 

Cook's Voyage to the PaciDc Ocean, in 1776, 77, 78, 79 and 
J780. London, 1786, 3 vo/. large in-8.** with maps, br, 

^ ■ ■■ ^^ ^*"* 

Craven's Journej through the Cmnea to Constantinople. 

Dublin, 1789, in-8.° with plates, br. 7 fr. 

Essays on Rhetoric, abridged chiefly from Dr. Blair's Lec« 
tures on that Science. London, 1801, 1 vol, in-12, br, 

5fr. 

Fieldipg's Works. London, 1766^12^0]. in'i2» bf* 48 fr. 

Glover's Athenaid, a poem, Dubliri, 1788, 2 vol, in-12, 

br. 6 fr. 

Guardian (the). London, s vol. in-ia^ with plates, br, 

8fr. 

Henry and Isabella^ or, a Traite through Life. Dublin, 

1788, 2 vol. in-12, br, 6 fr.. 

Johnson's Letters, to which are added some Poems, never 
before printed. Dublin, 1788, :ivol, in-S. ^ br. 12 fr. 

Locke's Essay concerning Human Understanding. London, 
2 uol. grand in- 8." br, iG fr. 



it. zT ?s«9«£« Pe7>2«. tnfloit fu Ddille. rnnc le teUe 
Aiii.t. Pcr.i. ixc.ot-cI.graJtdimS.* avee figures, 
kr.' 18 fr. 

Le r:f=:c orrn:e ea Fr&a;aU mbIcbcbi. ^oHs, i8o5, 
5 tci. i»-itf. "Br. 6 fr. 

Mor^xi'i Pictr: es cf the Hesrt MBliBCBtallj delinemted. 
DzJ>l.i. i-^, X t oi. :c-i3, hr. 5 fr. 

P«r(£z't Life of Henrr IV ofFnace. Paris, 1-85, iii-8.* 
^ r. 5 fr. 

Kicks: dsca'iFAKtla. Lcndcn^ iT^r -i «v^- '";^ in^.* &r. 

2-frfr. 

Sl>w'» SVf :cie« of iLe Hirtorx of tbe Autrian 3h etkerlands, 

Ijondcn, 1-*!^, 1 -.r.'. i»-8^ ir. 5fr. 

S:em*** Semaiii. DuzL^, ^ ""!'?» ^ *'^'' »^i*» ^''- ^ f*"- 
Tar!ct'ja'» Hlstcrr of tLe Campaigns ttf >^89 'u*^ irS^-tn 

North America'. Dujlm, it»-, 1 *'oi. xn-o.* 6r. ^f. 5oc. 
Tike Ta.ler. tri'li :I!ust rations and notes historical, biogra- 

pliical &ai criiicAl. J^ndcrij 17S9, 4 vo/. ^v^ein-S.** hr. 

24 fr. 

Ti:e Thertrc^l B:>CK|Uf;, ccnuining the Prologues and Epi- 
J'»zue« \vh*ch hare been published bj distingaished witf. 
Lorzcon. i-So. 1 yd. in-i2» Ar. 4 fr. 

T^va Mentors ^ihe\ a modem storj. Dublin, 17S5, 2 vo/. 
in- 11, br. 6 f r. 

Varfbrogh's Plajs. London, 1— 5, 2 «'o/- in-12, br, 7 f. 5o c. 

\V^lstonecraft's Vindiration of the Bighu Qf Woman. 
London, 1792, 1 voL in-S.' *r. 7 fr. 

Co trouve cliez !e ro^me Libraire an assortiment 
^e Lirres Anglais, Atl^m and s,Itali ens ^Espagnols^ 
Portugais, Holla n du 1 s, Suedois, Danois, Folonais, 
Jlusses, Hebreux , Arabes, lures, Persaos^ el 

CLinoij. 
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